Ecumenical Patriarchate

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

ASCENSION

Greek Orthodox Church
FAIRVIEW - NEW JERSEY
Weekly Bulletin

Sunday, August 9, 2020
9" Sunday of Matthew

Owovpevikov Tatpropyeiov
Iepat MrjtpomoMg Neug Ispogng

EXMmvien 000608 Exxdnoio
OEIAY ANAAHWVEQX

®EPBIOY NEAX IEPZEHE
EBAOMAAIAIO AEATIO

ENHMEPQXHX

Rev. Christos L. Pappas, Protopresbyter

Light a Candle & Say a Prayer at
Ascension Church, Fairview, NJ

“I am the light of the world;
he who follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

To light a candle, please click the link below
and after you select the candle(s)
that you would like us to light and before pressing the
"Place Order" button,
please submit the names of your loved ones,
those who are alive and/or those
who have departed this life.
Your candles will be lit at the next Liturgy or service.
Thank you and God bless!

http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Kvoiaxkr), 9 Avyovorov, 2020
®’ MatOaiov
8:30 7t .. — 11:30 .. OpBpog, O. Aettovgyia
7:00 p.u.—8:00 p.p. lapaxAnoig

Aevtéoa, 10 AvyovaTov, 2020
7:00 p.u.—8:00 p.p. HapaxAnoig

Toitn, 11 Avyovorov, 2020
7:00 .. —8:00 p.p. IaxpdrAnoig

Teraptn, 12 Avyovatov, 2020
7:00 .. —8:00 p.p. IaxpdrAnoig

ITéumntn, 13 Avyovaortov, 2020
7:00 p.p.—8:00 p.p. IaxpdxAnoig

ITapaokevr), 14 Avyovatov, 2020

7:00 p.pp.—9:00 p.p. Eomtepivog

Lappato, 15 Avyovatov, 2020
Koiunoig tng Ynepayiag @cotoxkov
9:00 1t.u.—12:00 OpOpog, O. Aettovgyia

Kvoiaxn, 16 Avyovarov, 2020

I’ MatOaiov — Ayiov MavdnAiov
8:30 1t .. — 11:30 .. OpOpog, O. Aettovgyia

Sunday, August 9, 2020
9th Sunday of Matthew

8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Orthros, Divine Liturgy
7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. Paraklesis

Monday, August 10, 2020
7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. Paraklesis

Tuesday, August 11, 2020
7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. Paraklesis

Wednesday, August 12, 2020
7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. Paraklesis

Thursday, August 13, 2020
7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. Paraklesis

Friday, August 14, 2020
7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Vespers

Saturday, August 15, 2020
Dormition of the Theotokos

9:00 a.m.—12 noon Orthros D. Liturgy

Sunday, August 16, 2020
10" Sunday of Matthew

Translation of the Image of Christ
8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Orthros, Divine Liturgy




Prokeimenon. Mode Plagal 4.
Psalm 75.11,1
Make your vows to the Lord our God and perform them.
Verse: God is known in Judah; his name is great in Israel.

The reading is from
St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 3:9-17

Brethren, we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's
building. According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled
master builder | laid a foundation, and another man is building
upon it. Let each man take care how he builds upon it. For no
other foundation can any one lay than that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on the foundation with gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw - each man's work will
become manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it will be
revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one
has done. If the work which any man has built on the foundation
survives, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up,
he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as
through fire. Do you not know that you are God's temple and that
God's Spirit dwells in you? If any one destroys God's temple, God
will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and that temple you
are.

Mpokeipevov. 'Hxog 1TA. &'.
YAAMOI 75.11,1
EGgao0¢ kai amédote Kupiw T Oe® AUQV.
21iX. MvwoTog €v T loudaia 6 Oedg, €v T( lopanA pyéya 10
ovopa auTod.

IIpoc KopiwvBiovg a' 3:9-17 10 avayvoopo

Adehpoi, Oeod yap Eopev ocvvepyol: Beod yempylov, Oeod
oikodoun €ote. Katda v ybpwv tod Beod v d00eicdy pot, wg
coPOC ApYITEKTOV OepéhMov Té0eka, GALOC 08 EmOIKOOOUET.
"Exaotog 8¢ PAeméto mdG £motkodopel. Ogpédov yap EAlov
ovdelc dvvatar Oeivar mapa TOV kelpevov, 6¢ €otv Incodg
Xpiotog. Ei 6¢ tic émoucodopel ént tov Oepéhov TodTov 1pLGoV,
apyvpov, ABovg tiovg, EOAa, xOpTOV, KOAGUNY, EKAGTOL TO
Epyov Qavepov yevnoetar 1 yop MuEpa dnAwmcel, 0Tt &v mopi
GTOKOAOTTTETOL Kol EKAOTOL TO €pyov OmOldv &oTv 10 TOp
dokdoetl. ET tivog 10 €pyov pével 0 €mowkodouncev, pucov
Mwyetat. E tivog 10 Epyov katakamoetot, {numdnoetat: adtog
0¢ cwbnoetatl, obTmg 6¢ Mg St Tupdg. OvK oidate dTL vaog Beod
€ote, Kol T0 mvedpo Tod Oeod oikel év OUiv; El T1g TOV vadov 10D
0eod @beipet, POepel TodTOV 0 B¢ O Yap vaOg ToD Be0D AylOg
€0TLV, OTTIVEG £0TE DUETC.



The Gospel According to Matthew 14:22-34

At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go
before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And
after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up into the hills by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the
boat by this time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten
by the waves; for the wind was against them. And in the fourth
watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified,
saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear. But
immediately he spoke to them, saying "Take heart, it is I; have no
fear."

And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you
on the water." He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat and
walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind,
he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me."
Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to
him, "O man of little faith, why did you doubt?" And when they
entered the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped
him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." And when they had

crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.

‘Ex to0 Kata Mat0aiov 14:22-34
Evayyeiiov 10 Avayvoopo

T xopd ekeivo, nvaykacev 0 ITnoodg tovg padntag Eupivar ic
70 mAOToV Kai TPodyely adTOV £ic TO mépav, Eng 00 AToAVGT) TOVG
Oyrovg. Kai dmodvoag tovg dylovg avéPn €ig 10 6pog kot idiav
npocevéachat. dyiag 8¢ yevopévng novog v éxel. To 8¢ mhoiov
1o otadiovg ToAAOVG Ao THG YiG dmelxev, facavilopevov KO
TGV KopdTOV, NV Yap dvavtiog 6 dvepoc. Tetdptn 8¢ euiakt Thg
VUKTOG NADEV TPOg avtodg mepimatdy &mi v Odhoccay. Oi 8¢
pontol  id6vieg avtov €mi Th¢ Oaldoong mepuraTodVTH
grapaydnooav Aéyovteg 6t Daviacud £ottv, Kol amo tod POfov
gxpagav. Evdug d¢ éLdinocev [0 'Incodg] avtoig Aéymv, Oapoceite,
gym eipr pn @oPeichs. Amokpieic 62 avtd O Ilétpoc eimev,
Kvpig, €l o0 &l, kéhevoov pe EMOglv mpog o8 mi té Hdotar O 88
gimev, "EAOE. kai kataPig amd tod mhoiov 6 ITETpog meplemdtnoey
émi o Bdara kol NAOev mpdg tOV "Incodv. BAémov 8 1oV dvepov
€poPnom, xai ap&apevog katamovtilesOot Ekpaev Aéymv, Kopie,
o®cov pe. EvOéwg 8¢ 0 'Incodg éxteivag v yeipa émeldfeto
avtod kol Aéyelt avt®, OMyomote, €ig ti €dioTOc0C, Kol
avafaviov adtdv gig TO mhoiov Ekomacey O dvepog. Ol 0¢ &v @
mhoim mpocekivnoay adTd Aéyovtee, " AAn0dc Oeod viog &l. Kai

Sramepacavtec NABov &mi TV yijv &ic Fevynoapér.



H Koiunon tnc Ocotoxov — Metapaocn npoc tn Zon

Kd&Be popd mov goptdlovpe v Koipnon g Ocotdkov eivar cav
va €ovue Ildoya: 1o Ildoya tov worokaiplov. [Tdoyo pég
erondler n Kvpia ®gotodkog.

AwaBaon £vooén «ek Tov Bavdrtov eig tnv {onmvy. Agvtepo [aoyo,
dylo, auopo, {owomotd yio 10 avlpdmTvo YEVOC, Yiati Tpdypott
oNUEPO «VEVIKNVTOL TNG PVGEWMS OL OPOY.

«IIag n Tyn g ong myaivel Tpog v o1 TEPVAOVTOG OO TOV
Bavato!», avapovel o aylog Imdvvng o Aapacknvog. O Bdvotog
g «Cwopyikng Mntpocy» tov Kvpiov vrepBaivetl v évvota tov
Bavatov, ®ote dev ovopdleTon Kav Bavatog, oA «KOTUNGIG» Kol
«Beia petdotacion Kot ekdnuio 1 evonuia tpog tov Kvpro. Ko av
akoun Aeybel Bdvotog, Opmg givon Bavatog Lomedpog, apov
uetafipalel oe ovpdvia ko abavotn {on.

H petdotaon g Ocotdkov g Eva yeyovog avapugioBntnto, Tov
dwomdnke amd v epd Ilapadoon, €xel evoopotwbel otnv
dwaockario g OpBodoov Exxkinciog kot dev £xetl oyéomn e Tig
evoePLoTIKES do&aoieg TV AVTIKOV TTEPT AGTOPOV CLAANYEMG
Kot vev Bavatov Lmng g Ocotdkov.

H ToapBévog rav ekeivo 10 1d1aitepo dnovpynpa 1ov Oob Tov
vrePEPN OAOVS TOVG AVOPOTOVG Kol AYYEAOLG. AVT HOVTY Ao
ToVG avOp®TOLG £{NnoE Plo TOVALMLLO, KO TO OKATAANTTO Y10 OAQ
T0 AOYIKA OvTa, katéotn Mntépa tov Ocov. Enedn dev giye moté
OLLOPTIOEL, OEV DTTOYMPNGE GE KATOL0 PIANO0VO AOYIGHO KIS
Kot dgv €noe emi g YN e 0d0veG TG 6apKAC, Le acBévetec. Av
Kot elye copa Coapykd v T00HTOIG MG AVOP®TOS VITEPYETAL GTNV
acBévelo Tov Bavdartov kot mebaivel. Xwpig dpmg vo yopiobel
yuyn kot 10 copa Tng amd tov Oed: Adveton TPOoswpPvd o
OUVOEGLOG TTOV TaL EVAVEL PLETAED TOVG, OTMG Elye Yivel Kot e Tov
Xp1otd. Metd tov Bavato n yoyn Tne evovetol apécme Le Tov
Xproto. Awwtt o Koplog kotd v opa e Kowncewg g
Mntépoc Tov cuvodevOUEVOC A TO VTEPKOCULN TAYUOTO TMV
ayyéhov Kot ayiov maipvel v epd yoyn Tng oyt anidg otov

ovpavo, 0ALE «€mg avTov Tov PaciAtkod Bpdvov Tov, €1 ta
emovpavia Ay Tov Aylovy, 0nwg avagépet o dyrog lodvvng o
Aopooknvog. Evo to Looapyikd kat 80000 copa g [avayiog
HETE omd TPELg NUEPES LETATIOETOL GTOVG VTTEPOVPAVIOVS YDPOVE,
aeBapto, Tpog Tov Movoyeviy Ko ayorrnuévo Yo Tng. Aniaon
UTOPOVUE VO WANGOVUE KOl YlOL €V COUOTL OVACTACY TNG
®eotOKOV. AVAoTOon OU®MG OV OV gvepynOnke amd v idwa,
oA omd Tov Y16 ko O Trg.

Mdaptupag avtng TG avVaoTAGEMG-UETACTACENS TS BOg0TOKOV
elvatl 0 amdoToAog OAg, 0 0moil0g deV TOPELPIOKOTAY GTNV 01
tapn Tng, aArd epyodpevog kabvotepnuévog og cvviwg, LeTd
oamd TPEIG MUEPES, KOl UETA OO TOPAKANCT TOVL 0voiyouv ot
VTOAOITOL AOGTOAOL TOV TAPO Kot dev Bpickovv To Be0ddEncTo
exelvo ocopo. BAémovuv opwg v Ocotdko va avePaivel 6Tovg
oVPaVOLS Kal vo Tapadidel otov amdotoro Owud v Tipla kKot
Avyia Tng Zovn og tekunpro g petaoctdoeng Tng, kTl
avtiotoryo mov &iye yivel kou pe v yniAdenon tov Kvpiov and
T0V {010 amOGTONO.

To copa g Havayiog — dnwg Kot to copa Tov Yiov Tng — dev
véotn Owpbopd otov ThQo, oMAadn dev aAlowwbnke, Oev
dAvOnke amd to LVAKA ototyeio mov to cuvébetav. EEGALOL
HETA TNV avAGTOGT TOL XPIoTOV TO GOUATH TOAA®V ayimv Tov
dev drapBeipovrtar Kot yivovtor pepikdg dobapta Astyova: mO6Go
péAAov Mty Aoywko vo unv eBapel Kot 1o «Bg000 0V GKNVOLLO
™™g Mntépag tov Oeov.

O aywog Avopéag Kpnmng Aéyet 0tt 10 adtdpBopo ¢ mapHeviag
™G OeotdéKoL KATA TNV YEVVIOT TOL XPIoTOV EYEL OC PLGIKO
emakodlovBo kot v pn dapBopd tov codpatdg Tng katd v dpa
tov Bavdatov. «O tOKOC O1EQLYE TV @Bopd Kot O TAPOG deV
déxnKe TV StaeBopby.



H TMovayio Oecotokoc petd v xoiunon Tng kabictator n
Mntépa g véag Kticemc, g ExkAnciog tov Xpiotov. Eneidn
Avtn elye TV Kevipikt Béom oy owovopia TG cwTnpiog, opov
and Avtyv copkodnke o Kvpiog mov eivar m kepoAn tng
ExkAnoiog, éxel topa otnv emovpdvio Exkinocio 60 to mAnpopa
¢ Xaprrog kot 66&ac kot mappnoiag. ‘Eywve n evepyétida maong
NG PUOEMC KO KTIGEMC, Y1’ aVTO TPOGKLVEITUL OO OAN TNV KTion
o¢ Kvpia kot Aéonowa kot Baciiicoa kot @soprtopa.

Ad g OgotoKOoL Ko e&atiog AVTNE 1) 16Topio. GAOV TOL KOGHOV
eloNABe o€ véa TpoyLd, AcVYKPLTO LEYOAEIMOEGTEPT KO AVAOTEPT
arn’ §,TL vINpPYE TP and Avtiyv. Agv pmopovce Kot o0Te Pmopel
KAmolo dnuovpynua va yivel tekeldtepo and Avtny, ovte 1 idw
pumopovce va yivel tedeldtepn am’ O,tt givat. AALG Ko cOUP®VA
pe tovg Ilatépec tplon mpdypoata Oev HmOPOVoE Vo, KAVeEL
TEAEOTEPOL O TOVTOdUVAUOS ®egds. Tnv odpkwon tov Beov
Aoyov, v IlapBévo BeotdKo KOU TV pOKoPLOTHTO TOL Ot
amoLappdvouy o1 6EGOOUEVOL.

H IMoavayio petd v avdotoon tov Xpiotov NTov TO GTNPLYUO
TOV ATocTOA®V Kot TG veoidpuBeiong Exkinciog tov Xpiotov.
Avtn 61da0KE TOVG VEOLG YPLOTLOVOVG, TOVG KaBodNyovsE, TOLG
napnyopovce ot OAlyelg tovg. Xtov kotd mAdtog Pio Tng
dwpdlovpe 6t 0 apydyyerog I'afpmA tpeic nuépeg Tpv omd v
Koiunon Tng, v emokénteton O0nmg Kot 6tov Evayyehopd, ko
™g avayyéiel v évooln petdotacn Tng and tov Bdvato oty
Con. Katomv 1o Aywo Ilvedbpo pe tpdémo Bovpatovpykd
OLYKEVTIPMOE OAOVG TOVG omootOAovg otnv ['eBonuavi, otov
oiko ¢ OegotoOKOVL, Y10 VO TAPAGTOVV 6TV 0Gia Tapn Tng kot va
mapovv v gvioyia Tng. Aol eykouiocav v vIEPOUVNTO
Mntépa tov G0V TV TOPAKOAOVLGOV VO TOVG Tl KOOl
televtaio owayn Tng wg mapakatadnkn. Tote 1 OgotdOKOC TOVG
Aéyel pia mapafoAr), oty omoio 0 KOGUOG TOVTOS TAPOUOLALETOL
pe pior EUTOPOTOVIYVPT] Kol OTO10G KAVEL TNV KOAN eumopia,
Omo10¢ dNAadY| KAveL TNV KAAVTEPN ayopd avtdg glvar Kot 0 7o

Kkepoopévos. Ko otnv cuvéyeia toug e€nyel 0t €161 eivon Ko ota
nvevpatikd. Omotog tpnoet pe peyodlvtepo (Ao Kot akpifeta Tig
EVIOAEG TOV XP1oToD, avTdg O TETVYEL TO LEYAAVTEPO KEPSOG, Oal
do&acbel mepiocdtepo oty Pactreio Tov ovpavedv. Kot tovg
TPOTPETEL VAL ETUEVOVY GTOV «KOAOV QLyDVOY).

[Ipdypatt méco evapeoteiton n Iavayio pog 6tav PAEmel Ot
ayovilopaote yio v cotmmpia pog! Iéco avaravetar! Kot idia
OU®G TOCO aywviotnke enl TG NG HE ooV TPOTO —EVD MG
avapapTNT eV OQEIAE VO TO KAVEL— TO £KOVE OLLMG Y10 VO, LLOG
apnoel Tapaderypa tekeiog aoknoews. v I'eBonpavn eketl mov
éueve, petd v xoiunon Tng, Ppnkav otig mAdkeg dmov €kave
HETAVOLEG Vo £xovv oynuaticdel faboviopata, AakkoOpeg amd
TNV TOAAT xprion Kot TPiP).

Ag pyumBovue ko gpeic v aueon vraxon Tng, v Tpocein
Tn¢ taneivoon, v LooTikn esmtepikn Tng mvevpatikn epyocia,
™V TVPLPAEYN TPpoceLy Tng, TV cuveyn VY™ TOL ICKOVGE, TOV
Ocio £potd Tng, TOV TVELHOTIKO TOVO TOV MG POUPUIN EVIMCE
KAT® 0o Tov XTovpo Tov Y100 Trng.

Yg o0oovg aywvifovtolr Avth yivetol «VTEPUOYOG GULLOYOGY,
acy£tmg av tpwv {ovoav acO®T®S. Ag Bounbodue 0Tt Kot yuo TV
ocia Mapio v Aryvrtia n ®gotdKog £yve N «Eyyvntplon yio
mv petdvord ™c. Kot agod 1 ocia Moapia avoydpnoe otnv
épnpo, 6mov exel ayovilotav pe amapdkAnto tpdmo, n 10
[Mavayio v mapnyopovoe pe 115 Beieg eppaviceg Tng.

H ®¢gotoéK0¢ g KOLPOTPOPOS TOV HOoVay®V givar Kot 1 xopnyos
TV Ogiov yopltov yio Toug povoyols Kot Wwitepa Yo TOVG
Avylopeiteg. Avtr| €0G€ TO YAPIGHA TG VOEPAS TPOGEVYNG GTOV
dyto Mé&o tov Kavookadvpn, tov dyo I'pnydpro tov Iorapd,
ToV dyto Zihovavo tov ABwvitn, oAl Kot otov poakdpilo ['épovia
Iloone tov Hovyaotn, o omoiog cuvdéetan dpeca e tnv cuvodio
pog. Kot xotd éva A0yo meptocdtepo 1 onuepvi] nuéEpa £xel



10104TEPN ONUOGTN YloL ELAC TOL TVEVUOTIKA £YYOVia Tov ['épovtog
Ioone tov Hovyaotolh, apod cov onuepo, HeTd v Oeio
Aetrtovpyia, kKoymbnke pe ootlaxkd Odvaro to 1959. Avtdg mov
1660 aydmnoe v [avayio pog —tmv yAvkid tov Mavovlo kaBmg
TNV OTOKOAOVCE— EVAD TAUTOAAES avTIAMyELS, Oeleg eppavioelg
kot yopiopata €hape amd Avtiv. Kot mpdypatt éva duwitepo
YOPOKTNPIOTIKO Yo Tovg ociovg ABwviteg Ilatépeg Ntav M
®cotokopirio. Tovg. Kot oto drovopo tov ovopatog Tng dev
UTOPOVGOV VO GUYKPATGOVY T dAKPLA TOVC, T TPOEPYOUEVOL
amto TovV Thvayvo untpomopevikd Epwta. Movo mTov akovyeTotl To
ovopd Tng n e1hoBeog yoyn xveitan oe Bovpacuod, o vyapiotio
Kol evyvopoosvvy. Etotr kow n pviun ko povo e ®gotodKov,
oNAadn M dtovonTiky evacoyoinon pe 1o tpdécsoro g [Havayiag,
aydler avtov mov v ypnowonotel. 'EAeye o pokapiotog .
ABavdoiog o Ipnpitng 0t1 N aydmn mpog v OeotdKo GOEL TOV
GvBpmmo Kot ag pnv Exel Epya.

O ovyypovoc avBpwmog B mpémel va a&lomooetl TNV pecttein
™m¢ ®eotOKOV, M omoio €lval COOTIKN. Xe kdbe OAlyn Ko
TPOPANUE Tov va pmv Eeyva O6TL vIapyel «n TV OMPouévev
BonBog, m mpootdtig, M aviAmTOp, M Topapvbic TV
OALYOYLYOUVI®MVY» GTNV OmOoio UTOPEl VO TPOCTPEXEL KOl VO
Bploker mapnyopia, dueon Avon kor omdvrnor. Evydueba n
Kvpio ®gotoK0¢, 1 0moio «UETESTN TTPOG TNV ZmNV», Vo didel
mhvtote TV guAoyia Tng o6& GAOVG Hog MOTE VO TEPAGOVLE TNV
nmopovoa (o 660 o dvvatov afrofr] kol akivouvo amd Tig
mAGveg kol pefodeieg tov movnpol kot va pdg aEIdoEl TG
emovpaviov Bactreiog Tov Yob Tng. Aunv.

DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS

TORRIE

* H

About the feast: According to Orthodox Tradition, Mary died
like all humanity, "falling asleep,” so to speak, as the name of the
feast indicates. She died as all people die, not "voluntarily"” as her
Son, but by the necessity of her mortal human nature which is
indivisibly bound up with the corruption of this world. The feast
was added to the Roman calendar in the seventh century as
the Dormitio. In the eighth century, the title was changed to
the Assumptio (Assumption). The Apostles were miraculously
summoned to this event, and all were present
except Thomas when Mary passed from this life. She was then
buried. Thomas arrived a few days later, and desiring to see her
one more time, convinced the others to open her tomb. Upon

doing so, the Apostles discovered that her body was no longer


https://orthodoxwiki.org/Tradition
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Theotokos
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Apostles
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Apostle_Thomas

present. This event is seen as a firstfruits of the resurrection of the
faithful that will occur at the Second Coming of Christ. The event
is normally called the Dormition, though there are many
Orthodox parishes in English-speaking countries with the
name Assumption. In  Greek, Dormition is Koimisis—falling
asleep in death—from which the word cemetery derives. As with
the nativity of the Virginand the feast of her entrance to the
temple, there are no biblical or historical sources for this feast.
The Orthodox Church teaches that Mary is without personal
sins[1], as well that Mary truly needed to be saved by Christ as all
human persons are saved from the trials, sufferings, and death of
this world. She truly died and was raised up by her Son as the
Mother of Life and participates already in the eternal life of
paradise. This life of paradise is prepared and promised to all who
"hear the word of God and keep it." (Luke 11:27-28). The
dormition of the mother of the Theotokos, the Righteous Anna, is
celebrated on July 25.

Celebration of the feast: The feast is preceded by 14 days
of strict fasting, with the exceptions that fish is eaten on the Feast
of the Transfiguration (August 6). On weekdays before the feast,
either the Great Paraklesis (service of supplication) or the Small
Paraklesis is celebrated. On the eve of the feast, Vespers is served
and contains three Old Testament readings that have New

Testament meaning. In Genesis 28:10-17, Jacob's Ladder which
unites heaven and earth points to the union of God with men
which is realized most fully and perfectly in Mary the bearer of
God. "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!" In Ezekiel 43:27-
44:4, the vision of the temple with the door to the East perpetually
closed and filled with the glory of the Lord, symbolizes Mary.
And in Proverbs 9:1-11, Mary is also identified with the "house"
which  the Divine  Wisdom has  built  for  herself.
Sometimes Matins is served on the morning of the feast. The
Gospel reading is from Luke 1:39-49, 56. It is read on all feasts
of the Theotokos and includes the Theotokos' saying: "My soul
magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for
he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden, for behold,
henceforth all generations will call me blessed.” Divine Liturgy is
served on the day on the feast. In some churches, it is the custom
to bless flowers on this feast before the Liturgy. The epistle
reading is from Philippians 2:5-11, and speaks of "Christ Jesus,
who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the
form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men." The gospel
reading is taken from Luke 10:38-42 and 11:27-28 together; this reading
is also always read on all feasts of the Theotokos. In it, the Lord says,

"blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!"
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