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Rev. Christos L. Pappas, Protopresbyter

Light a Candle & Say a Prayer at
Ascension Church, Fairview, NJ

“I am the light of the world;
he who follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

To light a candle, please click the link below
and after you select the candle(s)
that you would like us to light and before pressing the
"Place Order" button,
please submit the names of your loved ones,
those who are alive and/or those
who have departed this life.
Your candles will be lit at the next Liturgy or service.
Thank you and God bless!

http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/



http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/

IIPOIT'PAMMA AKOAOYO®IQN

Kvoiaxr), 20 Xenteupoiov, 2020
Meta tnv Ypwon
8:30 1t .u. — 11:30 .. Opbpog, B. Aertovpyia

Tetaotn, 23 Xenteppoiov, 2020
LUAAN Y ITgodgopov, EavOinn kat IToAvEévn
8:30 t .u. - Op0pog, O. Aettovpyia

EAAnviko ExoAeio — dixdvxtiakn didbaokalio
(Mera 116 23 OxTwppiov Oa Exovue SI1MAO TTPOypaupc
Adaokaldia péox 6To oxoAeio xkat 0T0 O1adVKTIO)

IMagaokevr), 25 Xemteufoiov, 2020

EAAnviko ExoAeio — dixdvxtiakn didbaokalio
(Meta T16 23 Oxtwfpiov Oa éxovue O1mAO TPoypappa
Adbaokaldia péox 6To oxoAeio kot 0T0 O1adVKTIO)

7:00 p.p. Eomteowvog (Nao Ay. Iawdvvn)

LapBato, 26 Lenteppoiov, 2020
H Metaotaois tov Iwavvov tov @eoAoyov
9:00 1t .u. - Op0pog, O. Aettovpyia
(Nao Ay. Iwavvn)

Kvowaxkr), 27 Xenteufoiov, 2020
A’ Aovka
8:30 mt .u. — 11:30 .. OpBOpog, B. Asttovpyia

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday, September 20, 2020

Sunday after Holy Cross
8:30 a.m. - Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, September 23, 2020
Conception of John the Baptist, Xanthippe & Polyxene
8:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Greek School Virtual Teaching
(After October 23, Hybrid: In person and Virtual)

Friday, September 25, 2020

Greek School Virtual Teaching
(After October 23, Hybrid: In person and Virtual)

7:00 p.m. Vespers at St. John The Theologian (Tenafly)

Saturday, September 26, 2020
Falling Asleep of St. John the Theologian
9:00 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy
(at St. John The Theologian Cathedral — Tenafly)

Sunday, September 27, 2020
1st Sunday of Luke

8:30 a.m. - Orthros, Divine Liturgy




Prokeimenon. Mode Plagal 2.
Psalm 27.9,1
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.

The reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 2:16-20
Brethren, knowing that a man is not justified by works of
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in
Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of
the law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to
be justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners,
is Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build
up again those things which I tore down, then I prove
myself a transgressor. For I through the law died to the law,
that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ;
it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of

God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

ITooxeipevov. Hxog mA. B'.
WAAMOI 27.9,1
Ywoov, Kbpte 1ov Aaov cov kat eVAGYnoov v
KAngovopiav cov.
Yriyx. IToog 0, Kbote, kekpd&opat 0 Oedg pov.

Ilpog I'wAatag 2:16-20 0 dvayvwoua
AdeAol, €iddTeg OTL OV dikaovTal AVOPWTOG €€ £QYWV
VOUOU, €xv Un O miotews Inoov Xuotov, kat MUeLS eig
Xowtov Tnoovv émotevoapev, va dkalwOwpev €k
nilotewg XQLOTOU, Kal ovk €€ €Qywv VOUOUL: OOTL OV
ducatwOnoetatr €€ €oywv vopov maca oaQf. Ei O,
Cnrovvteg dikatwOnNvat £v XoLotw, eEEONUeV kal avTol
apapTwAol, a&oa Xolotog  apagtiag  didkovog;, M
vévorro. El yao & katéAvoa, tavta TAALY oikodouw,
nagafatnv éuavtov ovviomut. Eyw yao dwx vopov
VO améBavov, tva Oeq (ow. XoLot@ ouveoTavQwHAL
Cw d¢, ovKéTL €yw, (1) d¢ v éuotl XpLotog: O 0¢ vuv Cw &v
oaQkl, &v milotet Cw TM) TOL VLIOL TOL Oeov, TOL

AYATNOAVTOG HE Kal mTagadOVTog EXVToV UTEQ EHOU.



The Gospel According to Mark 8:34-38; 9:1

The Lord said: "If anyone wishes to come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses
his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what
does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his
life? For what can a man give in return for his life? For
whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be
ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels." And he said to them, "Truly, I say to you, there
are some standing here who will not taste death before they

see the kingdom of God come with power."

Ex tov Kata Mapxov 8:34-38,
9:1 Evayyeldiov 1o Avayvwoua

Eimev 0 Kvpwog Ei tic 0éAer omiow pov éEADety,
ATEVNOAo0w EaVTOV Kol AQATW TOV OTAVQEOV AVLTOV,
Kat axoAovOeltw pot 6g yap av 0€An v Ppuxnv avtov
owoal, ATOAETEL aLTHV' O¢ O’ av &moAéor) TtV éavtov
Puxnv évekev €UOL Kal Tov gvayyeAlov, o0TOC OwoeL
avTV. Tl yao w@eAnoel avOowmov €av kednor Tov
KOOHOoV BAov, kal Cnuwd) v YPuxnv avtou; 1) Tt dwoel
avOowmog avtaAAayua e Puxne avtov; 6 yao o
EMALoXLVOT) He Kal ToUG €HOVG AGYOUG €V TN) YEVEQ TAUTH)
TN HOLXAADL Kal AHAQTWAQ, Kal O LIOG TOL avOEWTOoL
Emawoxvvonoetar avtov Otav €AON €v T dO&n TOL
TIATQOG AVTOV HETA TWV AYYEAWV TV aylwv. Kat éAeyev
avTOIC" AUNV Aéyw DULY OTL elol TIveS TV wdE €0TNKOTWY,
oltiveg o0 un yevowvtar Oavdtov €wg av Owot TV

Baodeiav Tov Oeov EAnAvOLIAY €V DUVALLEL



THE CONCEPTION OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
The Conception of the Venerable Prophet, Forerunner and
Baptist of the Lord, John: The holy Prophet Malachi
prophesied that before the Messiah's birth His Forerunner
would appear, and would indicate His coming. The Jews
therefore in awaiting the Messiah also awaited the
appearance of His Forerunner. In a city of the hills of Judea
in the land of Palestine lived the righteous priest St
Zachariah and his wife St Elizabeth, zealously observing
the commandments of the Lord. The couple, however, had
a misfortune: they remained childless in their old age, and
they prayed unceasingly to God to grant them a child.
Once, when St Zachariah took his turn as priest at the
Temple of Jerusalem, he went into the Sanctuary to offer

incense. Going behind the veil of the Sanctuary, he beheld
an angel of God standing at the right side of the altar of
incense. St Zachariah was astonished and halted in fear, but
the angel said to him, "Fear not, Zachariah, for your prayer
is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you shall call his name John." But Zachariah did not believe
the words of the heavenly messenger, and then the angel
said to him, "I am Gabriel, who stand in the presence of
God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you the
good news. Behold, you will be silent and unable to speak
until the day that these things come to pass, because you
did not believe my words...." Meanwhile, the people were
waiting for Zachariah and they were astonished that he had
not come out from the Sanctuary after so long a time. And
when he did come out, he was supposed to pronounce a
blessing upon the people, but could not do so because he

had been struck speechless. When Zachariah explained by
gestures that he was unable to speak, the people then
understood that he had experienced a vision. The prophecy
of the Archangel was fulfilled, and Righteous Elizabeth was
delivered from her barrenness, and gave birth to John, the
Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord.

On this day are celebrated God's mercy, His wondrous act
and His wisdom: His mercy towards the devout and
righteous parents of St John, the aged Zacharias and
Elisabeth, who had all their lives begged a child of God; the
wonder of the conception of John in Elisabeth's more-than-
aged womb; and the wisdom of the dispensation of man's
salvation. For John, God had a specially great plan: that he
should be a prophet and the forerunner of Christ the Lord,
the Saviour of the world. Through His angels, God revealed
the birth of Isaac to the childless Sarah, and of Samson to
the childless Manoah and his wife, and of John the Baptist
to the childless Zacharias and Elisabeth. Through His
angels, God revealed the birth of those for whom He had a
special plan. How could children be born of aged parents?
If someone is curious to find out, let him not ask men, for
men do not know, nor does natural law (it being beyond
natural law), but let him turn his gaze to the power of
almighty God, who made the whole world from nothing
and who, for the creation of Adam, the first man, used no
parents, either young or old. Instead of being curious, let us
thank God that He often reveals to us His power and mercy
and wisdom beyond the natural law, by which we would
otherwise be fettered and, without these special wonders of
God, would fall into despair and forgetfulness of Him.



LVAANYg Tpiov I1podoouov & Banttiotov Iwdvvov

Ot yoveig tov Iwdvvov tov Ipodopov eixav to peyaAo
OVELOOG TG ATEKVIAG, TO OTIOI0 KATA TA TOTE KQATOUVTX
Nrav apactaxto. Kat avtol to onkwvouvyv pe vtopovn, pe
tamelvwon, evAoyovvteg kat dofalovtec tov Oed kat
eAmtiCovteg o’ avtov. Kat yU' avtod kat avtot Aappdvovv
m HeYAAN evAoyla va yevvrjoovv tov Ilpodoopo, o
OTIOLOG ELVAaL «EV YEVVNTOLS YUVALKWV HEllwv», OTIwG elTte
o (doc o Kvgrog (Mat0. 11:11). AnAadn dev yevvrOnke
aAAog peyaAvtepog amd tov Iwdavvn tov ITpodpopo, ov
afldnke va ylvel TEOPNTNG KaL 0 TEOOQOUOS TG
ntagovoiag tov Kvpiov.

Amo xkamowx mAgvpd kabévag, £tol 1] aAAg, €xel va
onkwoel  éva  Ovedog, éxeL va  Paotdoel  KATL
avemlOovunto, €xet va Paotaocel evav otavo. Kat o
kaOévac pag, kabwg yvweilovpe TNV w0Togia Tov Oeov
Héoa otov kKOOopo, Kabwe yvwollovue TV 0ToQlar NG
ExkAnoiag, m Cwn g ExkAnolag, ) Cor) twv ayiov,
opeidovpe OXL ATAWS VA VTIOUEVOUHE, OXL ATAWS V&
Paotalovpe KAQTEQIKA TOV OTIOLOVONTIOTE  OTAVQO

evamoOétel emdvw pag o Koglog, aAAd va miotevovpe
Katva eATtiCovpe OtL ekel KQUBeTAL peyaAn evAoyia. Mnv
niet kavévag: «[1wg va motédhw; Twg va mepuuévaw kATt
tétolo; ITov va E€pw;» Tétowa epwtrpata dev €xovv Oéor).
[Moémel wg xooTiavol va pabovpe Tic LTTOOXETELS TOV
Beo KaL VA KQATOVHE KAAAX TIC UTTOOXETELS TOV, OLOTLO,TL
Oa yiver otnv Puxr) pag, Oa yivel pe Baon avtéc. Aev Oa
Yivel oUTE [le TOUG KOTIOUG HAG OVTE UE TO OTIOLOONTTOTE
¢oyo pac. OAn n amokaAvyn kat 1 ddaokaAio g
ExkAnoiag avtd Aéet miow and kabe otavo, miow amo
k&Oe oveog, miow amd kabetl Mov KaAovuaoTe va
ONKWOOLUE, KQUBEeTAL ELVAOY LA
Ogeldovpe va 1o miotevovpe avto. Av dev 1o
TUOTEVOLVHE, kAT oQXNV QAHAQTAVOULE, OOTL elpaote
xowTtiavol Kat mEéTeL va TOo YVwEILOUHE avTd KAl
ETIOUEVWS v TO TIOTEVOVLLE, aAAd kat
TAAQLTIWEOVHAOTE KAL ETUTAEOV TU)YAIVOLV XAXMEVOL OL
KOTIOL HAG, O TTOVOG KAL 1] OTIOLXdN TTOTE TAAXLTIWOL HAG.
(G>XO)
Etvat amoglag &&lov TS avtéxovpe va elpaoTe kata
TETOLOV TEOTIO XOLoTavol. O XxQLoTiavog €xeL ToVv 0TavQo
TOU, £XEL TO OTIOLOOTTIOTE OVEWDOG KAL TIG OTIOLETOT|TIOTE
taAaimwoeleg, mov Oa aproel emavw tov o Koplog, aAA&
avTA dev elval AMANS KATOLX DVOKOAX TIOAYUATA, TTOV
TEPTOVV  ETMAVW TOL Kalt tov Pagaivouvv. Etvar ta
TIOOUNVULATA TV EVAOYLWV TOL B0V, elval exetva péoa
atd tax orola O €gOovv oL evAoyieg Ttov Oeov.
Ormolog ta maipvet €tot, 600 dvoPAoTAXTA KLAV elval, OXL
ATAQGS Tt ONKWVEL AAAL Ta onkwvel pe xapd. Otav dev
T malpvel €tol, 1 Cwr) Tov elvatl MOAV axaQr, TOAV



dVoKOAN kat afdotaxtn. Amogel AoLmov kavelc ag’ evog
WG Ta Malpvovpe €10l O0TEAPA T TEAYHATA Kol o’
ETEQOV TG AVTEXOVLLE.

BAémer xkavelc xowotiavovg va taAaimwoovvial va
mTAdeLOVTAL V& XTUTIOVVTAL A0 dW, VA XTLUTILOVVTAL
amod ke, va Bagatvouv did@ooa dVOKOAX TEAYUATA
ETIAVW TOVLG, KAl avta OAx, BéAovv dev OéAovv, ta
ONKWVOLV, XwWEIS OHwG va vmapxel KATowx eATtida,
KATIOL0 WS, KAL XWOIS VA TTEQLUEVOLY KATL.

Kabwg ot xolotiavot, ot tétoov eldovg xototiavol, xwols
TTAQN Yol KAl Xweic eATda onkwvouv Ao avtd T
OTIOlXt TTEPTOVV ETIAVW TOVG —Kol ATO KATOLX TIAELEA
éxouv p melpa va Pactalovv afdotaxta MEAYHATA,
KkaLn omoia Telpa etvat doworn ko dev Bydlel movOevi—
amoel kavelg Mg dev éuabav akdun va KUTTTOUV ToV
avxéva KAl Vo ONKWVOULV
EVYVWHOVAOVTAS TOV B0, pe eAmda kal pe miotn, To
OTIOLOONTIOTE OVELDOG, TNV OTIOLADNTIOTE TAAXITIWOLAX KAl
doxtpacia Balet emavw touvg o Kogrog. Awdtt avtd petd
vivovtat eAagpootata.

To dixPePawdvetl o dLog o Kvplog, o omolog eime: «O yap
CuyOg POV XQNOTOS KAl TO (POQTIOV HOL EAQPQOOV €0TLV»
(Mart0. 11:30), omtwg emiong kat 0 padntrg Tov, Tov €xeL
néoa tov tov Kvpro: «At evroAat avtov Pageiat ovk
ewoiv» (A Iw. 5:3). AAAG 10 dwixPBePatwvovv Kat 1
ExkAnola kat O0Aot ot dywor e ExxAnoiac. To
dafBePawvovv O6Aol avtol mov PBdotalav TO KAOE
OVELOC KaL ToV kdOe oTavo kat to kK&aBe PAog, aAAd Ta
Paotalav ue eAnida, pe milom, T Pactalav

evxaplotwg KAt

nEooPAéTovTeg 0t0 Pwg tov Kuplov: kat étol ta
Baotalav, oav va 1tav taxvioL
Exeivoc o omolog Baotdlel emtl xpovia, piax Cwr) oAdkAnon,
XWOLS avtn) TNV eATOA TTIOL KAVEL EAaPEO TOV (UYO Kol TO
@ootio, kat YU avtd elvatr katamovnuévog, Oa éAeye
KaVelS 0TLavTtog etvat TOAD dokuaopévog. Avtog eOavet
va BEEL TO HLOTIKO TIOL KQEUPBOLY Tar Adylar Tov XQLoTOU
Kot apéows Ba amopacioel EKOVOIWS KAL EVYVWHOVQG,
OTwe elmape, va Baotaéel tov Cuyod tov Kvptov.

@»
H mepintwon twv yovéwv tov Iwavvou tov Ipodoopov
Kkal twv yovéwv g Iavaylag aAAda xkat ) mepimtwon)
OAwv Ttwv aylwv e ExkAnolag ag pag yivouvv
maQAdelyuax kat 0 avtd TO ONUElo, KAl &G TOLG
mpunOovpue. OAot epels, &dAAog €tol, AAAog aAAwwg,
OTIWOONTTOTE EXOVLLE £VAV Kan o Tov Bapatvel péoa pHag.
Mmogovue va @Uyovpe avadag@eol amode amd dw,
kaOwe paAota twoa O AertovgynBovpe, kat amd dw
KAl mEQa va etvat Tétolx 1) Cwn HaG, oL va elpaote oav
T TIOLVAAKLIA, TIOL €lval avAAQ@QX Kol TETOVV KAl DV
viwBovv Bagoc. Kat Oa tegruévovpe tnv evAoyia. O Oeog
E€pel mote. Kat pévo mov Oa 1o viwoel kavelg €tot To
Bapog kaL To Oveldog, etval evAoyia, aAA& Oa €p0eL kaL ™
evAoyla, otav Oa BeAnoet o Koplog, émwe kat 6oo Oa
OeArnoet o Kvoloc.



Saints Polyxene and Xanthippe, disciples of the
Apostles, who died in Spain

Commemorated on September 23

The Monastic Women Xanthippe and Polyxene were sisters
by birth and they lived in Spain in the time of the holy
Apostles. They were among the first to hear the divine
teaching of Christ the Savior from the holy Apostle Paul,
when he preached in their land.

Saint Xanthippe and her husband Probus accepted
Christianity, but Saint Polyxene was still a pagan when a
certain man became entranced with her extraordinary
beauty and forcibly carried her off to Greece on a ship. The
Lord preserved her unharmed. On the voyage, the saint
heard the preaching of the holy Apostle Peter and believed
in Christ.

When she arrived in Greece, Saint Polyxene turned to the
Christians for protection and defense and they hid her in
the city of Patra in Achaia, where she formally accepted
Christianity and was baptized by the holy Apostle Andrew
the First-Called himself.

She became a witness to his miracles, and how he patiently
and humbly endured his sufferings and death. She stood at
the cross upon which they crucified the holy Apostle
Andrew. After his martyric death, Saint Polyxene returned
to Spain, where she and her older sister Xanthippe
converted many pagans to Christ. Saint Polyxene toiled for
about forty years preaching the Gospel in Spain. Saint
Xanthippe shared in her sister’s work and preached in the
populous city of Toledo.

Saint Polyxene reposed in about the year 109, having
preserved her virginity to the end of her earthly life.


https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2019/09/23
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2019/09/23
https://images.oca.org/icons/sm/september/0923.polyxena.jpg

Ogiec EavOinnn kat [ToAvéévn

Ot Octec EavOinmn wat IToAvEévn Nrav lomavideg
adeA@éc kat €éCnoav ot HETA TOL TEWTOL XLOVA UETX
Xototov, otav Katoap 1tav o KAavdiog o A’ (41-54 p.X.).

H EavOinmn padi pe to ovCuyo g ITooPo, doxovtog g
Xwoag, ddaxTnie T Xootavikn) Oonokeia, kat NAOe o'
avt), and tov andotoAo IlavAo (BA. Pwp. te', 28).

H IToAv&évn Nrav mapBévog, meotovL de AaPn to aylo
Bamtiopa, elxe apmayr] amd KATOWV avdpa aoeAyn,
AAAQ 1) XAQIS TOv Oe0V TNV MEOOTATEVLOE KAL DEV TOL
ertétoee va v drapOeipn. MetaPaivovtag amo tomov
€1 TOTIOV AKOLOE TO KNELYHA TOL aTtooToAov ITéTeov kat
KATOTILV TO KNOUYHX TOL amootoAov PuAintrov otnv
EAAGda. TéAog, éyive paOntola tov amootoAov Avdpéa,
o omoiog TNV éBamtioe. Emavegxopevn otnv matolda tng,
naéAaPe palt e tov amdotoAdo Ovroo xkat tnv
oLVOdOLTTIOPO TwV TaEWwwV ¢ Pefékka, palt pe v
omola eixe BamTioOn.

Kat ot d00 adeApéc, egydotnrav yior T XQLOTIAVIKN
mtioTn kat od1)ynoav o' avtr) MoAAég yuvaikec. [TéBavav
KAl oL OVO EPNVIKA 0& TIROXWENMEVT) NALkia, Xwols va
miapovyv pHéXoL kat tnv teAevtaia Tovg Tvor) va otneilovv
T ao0evikég PuXEG 0T XOLOTIAVIKT) EATTOA.

O Ayioc lwdavvng o OeoAdyos xatayotav amd T
Bno0aida kat ftav évag and tovg dwdeka padnrég
tov Kvpiov kat paAiota pabning «ov ayama o
Inoove» (Iwav. Ia” 20), dnAadr), Tov omoio ayamovoe
aitega 0 Kvoidg pag Inoovg Xgrotog. H exkAnoia
TOU QAMEVEIPE TNV MEOCWVLULK Tov GgoAdyov Kal
TNV AYLOYQAW@IA EIKOVICETAL PUE VAV AETO KOVTA OTO
Ke@PAAL TOU, AOYyw TOUL OTL 1 Oeodoyia TOV

xagaxtneiCel wg “virmétng”.

O Ayioc Iwavvng o OeoAdyog eivat o EvayyeAlotrg g
AYATING. LUVEXWS AVAPEQETAL OTNV AYAT) OTWG €mioNg
v ékeoale kat T Plwve. Ayamovoe TOAV TOV
AWAOKAAO TOL KAl TOV akoAoVONoEe OTIC TO dVOKOAES
otrypég g entyetag Cwng Tov. Hrav dimAa otov Xototod
O€ ONUAVTIKEG OTLYHEG, Wiaitepa de oto dBog Tov.



O Iwavvng etvat o ovyyoa@éag tov 40V KATA OelA
EvayyéAov omv Kawr) AwxOnkn xat Oewoettatr to
EvayyéAlo g Ayamng aAAa kot to OeoAoyucotepo
OAwvV, 0Ttwg emtiong towv KabBoAkwv EmiotoAdv kat g
AmoxkaAuvyng.

Metd v AvaAnymn tov Kvplov o Iwavvng pall pe tov
[Tétpo ovvéxloav évrova T dEAOT TOLG Kol KNELEAV
TIOWTOL € OAO TOV KOO ToV A0Yo Tov. Loupwva pe tnv
ntapdoot), o Iwdvvng krovée 1o EvayyéAo otn Mok
Acta kat Wuitepa otnv E@eoco. Exel pe tnv mpooevyr)
ToV KatéotEePe OV vao g AQTEUdOS kat odrynoe
TOAAEG XIALXdES edwAOAATOEG 0TOV XOLOTIAVIOUO. KT
X00VIX TOU QUTOKQEATOQN AOUETIAVOV PacavioTnie Kol
efoplotnie otV Ildtuo, dmtov déxOnKe v AmordAvyn
TNV omoilx Kat katéyoae.

YreoPaivovrag mAéov ta 100 xoovia Cwnig tov o Aytog
mé0ave kal tdpnke £Ew amnd v Egeco. Metd anod Alyeg
HéQeG, oL HaBnTéc Tov Kat apkeTol XoloTiavol yav va
dwWOooLV TOoV TEAeLTALO ACTIAOUO AAAK Oty avolEav Tov
TAPO TO OKNVWHA TOL deV 1)tV eKel, elxe petaotel.

H ExxAnoia tipud m petaotaocn tov Ayiov Iwavvn v
26m LemntepBolov.

Repose of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John
the Theologian

The Holy, Glorious All-laudable Apostle and Evangelist,
Virgin, and Beloved Friend of Christ, John the Theologian
was the son of Zebedee and Salome, a daughter of Saint
Joseph the Betrothed. He was called by our Lord Jesus
Christ to be one of His Apostles at the same time as his elder
brother James. This took place at Lake Gennesareth (i.e. the
Sea of Galilee). Leaving behind their father, both brothers
followed the Lord.

The Apostle John was especially loved by the Savior for his
sacrificial love and his virginal purity. After his calling, the
Apostle John did not part from the Lord, and he was one of
the three apostles who were particularly close to Him. Saint
John the Theologian was present when the Lord restored


https://www.ekklisiaonline.gr/tag/26-septemvriou-giorti-metastasis-agiou-ioannou-tou-theologou/

the daughter of Jairus to life, and he was a witness to the
Transfiguration of the Lord on Mount Tabor.

During the Last Supper, he reclined next to the Lord, and
laid his head upon His breast. He also asked the name of
the Savior’s betrayer. The Apostle John followed after the
Lord when they led Him bound from the Garden of
Gethsemane to the court of the iniquitous High Priests
Annas and Caiphas. He was there in the courtyard of the
High Priest during the interrogations of his Teacher and he
resolutely followed after him on the way to Golgotha,
grieving with all his heart.

At the foot of the Cross he stood with the Mother of God
and heard the words of the Crucified Lord addressed to Her
from the Cross: “Woman, behold Thy son.” Then the Lord
said to him, “Behold thy Mother” (John 19:26-27). From that
moment the Apostle John, like a loving son, concerned
himself over the Most Holy Virgin Mary, and he served Her
until Her Dormition.

After the Dormition of the Mother of God the Apostle John
went to Ephesus and other cities of Asia Minor to preach
the Gospel, taking with him his own disciple Prochorus.
They boarded a ship, which floundered during a terrible
tempest. All the travellers were cast up upon dry ground,
and only the Apostle John remained in the depths of the sea.

Prochorus wept bitterly, bereft of his spiritual father and
guide, and he went on towards Ephesus alone.

On the fourteenth day of his journey he stood at the shore
of the sea and saw that the waves had cast a man ashore.
Going up to him, he recognized the Apostle John, whom the
Lord had preserved alive for fourteen days in the sea.
Teacher and disciple went to Ephesus, where the Apostle
John preached incessantly to the pagans about Christ. His
preaching was accompanied by such numerous and great
miracles, that the number of believers increased with each
day.

During this time there had begun a persecution of
Christians under the emperor Nero (56-68). They took the
Apostle John for trial at Rome. Saint John was sentenced to
death for his confession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, but
the Lord preserved His chosen one. The apostle drank a cup
of deadly poison, but he remained alive. Later, he emerged
unharmed from a cauldron of boiling oil into which he had
been thrown on orders from the torturer.

After this, they sent the Apostle John off to imprisonment
to the island of Patmos, where he spent many years.
Proceeding along on his way to the place of exile, Saint John
worked many miracles. On the island of Patmos, his
preaching and miracles attracted to him all the inhabitants
of the island, and he enlightened them with the light of the



Gospel. He cast out many devils from the pagan temples,
and he healed a great multitude of the sick.

Sorcerers with demonic powers showed great hostility to
the preaching of the holy apostle. He especially frightened
the chief sorcerer of them all, named Kinops, who boasted
that they would destroy the apostle. But the great John, by
the grace of God acting through him, destroyed all the
demonic artifices to which Kinops resorted, and the
haughty sorcerer perished in the depths of the sea.

The Apostle John withdrew with his disciple Prochorus to
a desolate height, where he imposed upon himself a three-
day fast. As Saint John prayed the earth quaked and
thunder rumbled. Prochorus fell to the ground in fright.
The Apostle John lifted him up and told him to write down
what he was about to say. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end, saith the Lord, Who is and Who
was and Who is to come, the Almighty” (Rev 1:8),
proclaimed the Spirit of God through the Apostle John.
Thus in about the year 67 the Book of Revelation was
written, known also as the “Apocalypse,” of the holy
Apostle John the Theologian. In this Book were predictions
of the tribulations of the Church and of the end of the world.

After his prolonged exile, the Apostle John received his
freedom and returned to Ephesus, where he continued with
his activity, instructing Christians to guard against false

teachers and their erroneous teachings. In the year 95, the
Apostle John wrote his Gospel at Ephesus. He called for all
Christians to love the Lord and one another, and by this to
fulfill the commands of Christ. The Church calls Saint John
the “Apostle of Love”, since he constantly taught that
without love man cannot come near to God.

In his three Epistles, Saint John speaks of the significance of
love for God and for neighbor. Already in his old age, he
learned of a youth who had strayed from the true path to
follow the leader of a band of robbers, so Saint John went
out into the wilderness to seek him. Seeing the holy Elder,
the guilty one tried to hide himself, but the Apostle John ran
after him and besought him to stop. He promised to take
the sins of the youth upon himself, if only he would repent
and not bring ruin upon his soul. Shaken by the intense love
of the holy Elder, the youth actually did repent and turn his
life around.

Saint John reposed when he was more than a hundred years
old. He far outlived the other eyewitnesses of the Lord, and
for a long time he remained the only remaining eyewitness
of the earthly life of the Savior.

When it was time for the departure of the Apostle John, he
went out beyond the city limits of Ephesus with the families
of his disciples. He bade them prepare for him a cross-
shaped grave, in which he lay, telling his disciples that they



should cover him over with the soil. The disciples tearfully
kissed their beloved teacher, but not wanting to be
disobedient, they fulfilled his bidding. They covered the
face of the saint with a cloth and filled in the grave.
Learning of this, other disciples of Saint John came to the
place of his burial. When they opened the grave, they found
it empty.

Each year from the grave of the holy Apostle John on May
8 came forth a fine dust, which believers gathered up and
were healed of sicknesses by it. Therefore, the Church also
celebrates the memory of the holy Apostle John the
Theologian on May 8.

The Lord bestowed on His beloved disciple John and John's
brother James the name “Sons of Thunder” an awesome
messenger accompanied by the cleansing power of
heavenly fire. And precisely by this the Savior pointed out
the flaming, fiery, sacrificial character of Christian love, the
preacher of which was the Apostle John the Theologian.
The eagle, symbol of the lofty heights of his theological
thought, is the iconographic symbol of the Evangelist John
the Theologian. The appellation “Theologian” is bestown
by Holy Church only to Saint John among the immediate
disciples and Apostles of Christ, as being the seer of the
mysterious Judgments of God.
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Floed MARRET
PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY
ASCENSION GREEX, ORTHODOX CHURCH

101 Anderson Avenue, Fairview, NJ 07022
Church Office Phone # 201 945 6448

Friday, September 18, 2020 9:00am — 5:00pm
Saturday, September 19, 2020 9:00am — 5:00pm
Sunday, September 20, 2020 12:00 noon — 5:00pm

Friday, September 25, 2020 9:00am — 5:00pm
Saturday, September 26, 2020 9:00am — 5:00pm
Sunday, September 27, 2020 12:00 noon — 5:00pm

Proceeds for the benefit of Philoptochos

ASCENSION PHILOPTOCHOS
POST QUARANTINE FALL EVENT

We are so pleased to announce that now that gatherings can be sponsored
Ascension Philoptochos will be holding their Membership Dinner
on Saturday, October 10, 2020 at the:

STONY HILL INN
231 POLIFLY ROAD, HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY 07601
TIME: 4 P.M.

$40.00 per person

There will be a sumptuous sit-down dinner. As all CDC Guidelines must be
followed seating is limited so be sure to get your reservations in early by
contacting:

Chrystalla Kanakis 201-945-9153

Lea Drivas 201-945-3424

Looking forward to greeting old and new members as well as friends.

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASKS!

All net proceeds will be utilized to further our Chapter's philanthropic endeavors.
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Visit our website: www.AscensionFairview.org
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""Ascension Greek Orthodox Church"”
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SUNDAY, September 20, 2020
Sunday after Holy Cross

KYPIAKH, 20 Xemteppoiov, 2020
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MEMORIAL SERVICES
MNHMOXYNA

1 yoovog: Moaptava Karoyepa
1 year: Mary Ann Kalogeras

2 yoovio: Edevn Katéyn
2 years: Eleni Katechis

2 yoovio: Edevn Dpoayuionov

2 years: Eleni Frangiskou
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