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Sunday, December 20, 2020
Sunday before Nativity

Light a Candle & Say a Prayer at
Ascension Church, Fairview, NJ

“I am the light of the world;
he who follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

To light a candle, please click the link below
and after you select the candle(s)

Owovpevikov Iatpropyeiov that you would like us to light and before pressing the
Iepd Mntoomohg Néug Ispoeng "Place Order" button,
E)»M]wmh o) 9065057] Emt)nqoioc please submit the names of your loved ones,
those who are alive and/or those

OEIAY ANAAHWEQX who have departed this life.

®EPBIOY NEAY IEPEZEHE Your candles will be lit at the next Liturgy or service.
EBAOMAAIAIO AEATIO Thank you and God bless!

ENHMEPQYXHX

http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/

Rev. Christos L. Pappas, Protopresbyter


http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/

HPOI'PAMMAAKOAOYOIQN

Kvptoen, 20 AexepBoiov, 2020
Kvptouen moo g Xototod I'svvioswg

8:30 m.p. — 11:30 m.pu. Opbpog, Oeia Aettovpyia

Asvtéoa, 21 Asxepfoiov, 2020

ITgosoptix I'evvnoewg XotoTtod
9:00 m.p. — 10:30 7. Opbpog, Oeio Aettovpyioa

Toity, 22 AexepBoiov, 2020
Avaotaocio Meyahopaotog - 9:00— 10:30 m.u. Opbpog, Ocio Aettovpyia
6:00 y.u. Ayto Evyéiato

Tetdoty, 23 AexsyBoiov, 2020
Ot ev Koty 10 Mégrogeg - 9:00— 10:30 7.p. Opbpog, Oela Asttovpyia

Kietoro o EAAqviso Lyoleio

ITépnty, 24 AexspBoiov, 2020
IMTagapovyy Xototovyévvwy — Evyevia Ootopdortog

9:00 7.p. -11:00 7.0 Meydideg 'Q2eg -Avev Asttovying
6:00 p.p. — 7:30 p.p., Eonepivog Xgtotovyévwwy Osic Asttovgyin

ITaoxoxevn, 25 AexcpBoitov, 2020

T'évvnotg tov Inood Xetotobd
9 mpu. — 11:30 m.p. - 'Opbpog, BOeia Asttovpyla Twv XOLoTOLYEWW®Y
Kletoro ro EAAyvixo Xyoleio

*Koedat woer Evdoynuévee Xotorovysyve®

Z&BButo, 26 AexepBpiov, 2020
Zovabig ™c Yrepayiag @cotoxov - 9:00 — 11:00 m.u. Opbpog, Ocia Asttovpyic

Kvoroxn, 27 AsxsuBolov, 2020

Meta tov Xgtatod I'evvioty, Z1egpdvou ITonwtopdorugog

8:30 m.p. — 11:30 m.pu. Opbpog, Ocia Aettovpyia

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday before the Nativity - December 20, 2020
Forefeast of the Nativity
8:30. a.m. — 11:30 a.m. Orthros Divine Liturgy

Monday, December 21, 2020
Forefeast of the Nativity
9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, December 22, 2020
Anastasia the Great Martyr
9:00 a.m. —10:30 a.m Orthros, Divine Liturgy

6:00 p.m. Holy Unction

Wednesday, December 23 ,2020
Ten Martyrs of Crete - 9:00 a.m. — 10:30 a.m Orthros, D. Liturgy
School Recess

Thursday, December 24 ,2020
Eugenia the Nun-martyr of Rome - Great Hours
9:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m., NO LITURGY
6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m., Christmas Vespers WITH LITURGY

Friday, December 25, 2020 - Christmas Day
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, * Merry Christmas *

9:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m., Orthros, Divine Liturgy

School Recess

* MERRY CHRISTMAS*

Saturday, December 26, 2020
Synaxis of the Theotokos - 9:00 - 11:00 a.m., Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Sunday after Nativity, December 27, 2020
Stephen, First Martyr - 8:30 -11:30 a.m., , Orthros, Divine Liturgy




Prokeimenon. Mode 4.
Daniel 3.26,27
Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
Verse: For you are just in all you have done.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians 1:12-18

Brethren, we give thanks to the Father who has qualified us
to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has
delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the
invisible God, the first-born of all creation; for in him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
authorities - all things were created through him and for him.
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning,
the first-born from the dead, that in everything he might be

preeminent.

Mpokeipevov. 'Hxog &'.
AavifA 3.26-27
EUAoynToc &1, KUpig, 6 Oedc TGV MaTépwv NUOV.
>1iX. "OTI BikaIOC €1 &TTi TTACIV, OIC £TT0INCAC AKIV.

Ilpog Koloooacis 1:12-18 1o avayvwaoua,

Adehpoi, e0YapIoTODVTES TM TOTPL TG IKOVOGAVTL UAG EIC
Vv pepida Tod KAPov TV ayimv &v 1@ eoTi, 0¢ £pPLCATO
NUaG 8k thg ££ovsiog Tod 0KOTOVG, Kal LETEGTNGEV €ig TNV
Bactreiav toD viod Thg dydmng ovTod, &v @ Exouev TV
ATOADTPOGLY, TV APECLY TAV AUAPTIOV: OG 6TV EIKAOV TOD
Beod 10D GopPATOL, TPMTOTOKOC TAGTG KTICEMS: OTL &V AVTO
gkticOn ta mavta, T £v 101G 00pavoig Kol Ta &Ml THS YHG, T
opota Kol T adpata, €ite Opovol, eite kvplotTEC, €lte
apyoi, €ite €€ovoio: Ta mAvTa O’ oTOD KOi €1G AVTOV
EKTIOTOL Kol 0DTOG 6TV TPO TAVTOV, KOl TA TAVTO &V AOTA
ocvvéotnkev. Kol avtdg €otv 1) Ke@aAn tod cdpatog, TG
EKKAnoiag: 6¢ €oTv Apyn, TPOTOTOKOC EK TOV VEKPAV, Tval

vévntot &V TtV avTOg TPOTEV®V:



The Gospel According to Matthew 1:1-25

The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the
son of Abraham.

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob,
and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the
father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of
Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and
Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by
Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father
of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and
Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of
Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the
father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the
father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah
the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and
Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and
his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of
Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel
the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim

the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the
father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the
father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan
the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of
Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen
generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon
fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the
Christ fourteen generations.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and
her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
"Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.™ All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel” (which
means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew
her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.



‘Ex tod Kara MatOaiov 1:1-25 Evayysiiov to Avayvawouo.
Biproc yevécemg Incod Xpiotod, viod Aawid viod "APpadi.
"APpaap €yévvnoe 1ov loadk, loadak 6¢ éyévvnoe Tov laxkdp,
Takop 6& €yévvnoe tov Tobdav kol TOLG ASGEAPOVS OOTOD,
‘Tovdag 0¢ €yévvnoe tov Dapeg kol Tov Zopa €K TG Odauoap,
Dapec 0¢ €yévvnoe tov 'Ecpop, 'Ecpop 6¢ éyévvnoe 1ov "Apdy,
"Apap 08 €yévvnoe oV TALvadap, TApuwvadaf o éyévvnoe tov
Noaoocodv, Naocoodv 0¢ &€yévvnoe 1OV ZOAUOV, ZOAUQV OE
gyévvnoe tov Bool éx thg "Poydf, Bool 6¢ eyévvnoe tov "QPnd
gk Mg ‘Povb, "QPNo o6& €yévwnoe tov ‘leccal, ‘lecoai o6&
gyévvmoe 1oV Aawid tov Paothéa. Aavid 8¢ 6 Pactredg dyévvnoe
OV Zohoudva &k thg Tod Ovpiov, Lolouawv 3¢ €yévvnoe TOV
‘PoPodip, ‘PoPoay 6¢ &yévvnoe tov "APid, "APia ¢ £yévvnoe OV
"Acd, 'Aca d¢ &yévvnoe tov locaeart, locaeat o0& &yévvnoe
tov lopay, "Topap 8¢ Eyévvnoe tov "OClav, 'Oliag 6¢ £yévvnoe
tov lodBay, Todbap 6¢ éyévvnoe tov "Ayal, "Ayal 6¢ &yévvnoe
1ov 'Elexiav, "Elexiag ¢ éyévvnoe 10v Mavacot, Movaocot|g 6&
gyévvnoe 10V 'Apov, "Apov 6¢ éyévvnoe 1ov looiav, Tociag 6¢
gyévvnoe t0v ‘lgyoviav kol TOUG AdEAPOVE avTOD Emi THG
petowkesiog Bapfvidvoc.

Meta 8¢ v petoikesiov BapuAdvog leyoviag €yévvnoe tov
SoAaOmA, ZorlabmA 8¢ Eyévvnoe TOV ZopoPaper, ZopoPaper d&
gyévvnoe tov "APovd, 'APovd 8¢ éyévvnoe tov ElMokeip,

‘Ehoxeip 6¢ éyévvnoe tov "Alop, 'Alop 0¢ €yévwnoe toOV

YodwK, ZaddK o0& &yévvnoe Tov Ayein, “Ayxeip 8¢ €yévvnoe tov
"EAMo0d, 'Elovd 8¢ éyévvnoe tov Eledlop, ‘EAealap 6&
gyévvnoe 10v Matbdav, MatBav o¢ €yévvnoe tov 'lTokop, Tokodp
8¢ &yévvmoe tov loone OV &vdpo Moapiac, &€ Tg yevvion
"Incodg 6 Aeyouevog Xpiotde. Ildcat odv ai yeveoi amd “ABpadip
gog Aavid yeveal Sexotécoapsc, koi Gmd Aavid Eo¢ Thig
uetokeoiog Bafvidvog yeveol dekotéooapeg, kol amd THg
uetokesiog Bafuidvog €mg Tod Xpiotod yeveal dekaTECOUPES.
Tod 8¢ "Incod Xpi6tod 1| Yévvnoig obtomg nv. pvnotevdeiong yop tiig
untpog avtod Mapiog t@ "Ioone, wpiv 1j cuvelBelv avtovg gupédn v
yvootpl Eyovoa €k [Tvedpatog “Ayiov. "Ioone 8¢ 6 dvnp avtiic, dikatog
®V kol un 0éhmv adtny Tapaderypoticotl, EBovAn0n Adbpa dmoidoan
aOTV. TadTo 08 avtod &vBuundévtog idov dyyedog Kupiov kat’ dvop
€pavn avt® Aéyov: ‘loone viog Aavid, un eofndilg mapaiafelv
Maptap TV Yovoikd 6ov: o yap v avti] yevwn ey ék Ivedpotog Eotv
"Avyiov. té€etan 8¢ VIOV Kol KaAécelg TO dvopa adTod Incodv: avtog
YOp COGEL TOV A0OV oOTOD GO TOV aAuapTIdV avt@®v. Todto o6& dlov
véyovev tva TANpwOf 10 pnoev Hmo 100 Kvupiov 610 tod mpognTov
Aéyovtog idobv M mopBévog &v yoorpi EEel kol Té€eTon VIOV, Kol
KaAécovot O Gvopo avtod Eppovound, & €oti pebepunvevouevov
ped’ MUV 6 Oedg. Aeyepbeig 6¢ 0 "lwon amod Tod Hrvov €moincev dg
npocétatev avtd O dyyehog Kvpiov kai mapérafe v yuvaike avtod,
Kai 00K &yivaokev vty Emg 0D ETEKE TOV VIOV ADTHC TOV TPOTHTOKOV,

Kol EKaAece TO Gvoua atod “Incodv.



Forefeast of the Nativity

4

On December 20th, the Greek Orthodox Church begins the Forefeast
of the Nativity, whose liturgical structure is similar to the Holy
Week preceding Pascha, for the birth of the Son of God is the beginning
of the saving ministry which will lead Him, for the sake of our
salvation, to the ultimate sacrifice of the Cross.

From now on, most of the liturgical hymns in Greek Orthodox
Churches worldwide will be concerned with the birth of Jesus Christ
our Savior. Many of the Church’s hymns of this period are slightly
modified versions of the hymns of Holy Week.

From the 20th to the 23rd the faithful sing the Troparion (Tone 4)
“Prepare, O Bethlehem, for Eden has been opened to all. Adorn
yourself, O Ephratha, for the Tree of Life blossoms forth from the
Virgin in the cave. Her womb is a spiritual paradise planted with the
fruit divine; if we eat of it we shall live forever and not die like Adam.
Christ is coming to restore the image which He made in the beginning.”

They also sing the Kontaion (Tone 3) “Today the Virgin comes to the
cave where she will give birth past understanding to the Word from all
eternity. Rejoice, O universe, when the tidings are proclaimed. Glorify,
with the angels and shepherds, the one Who chose to be manifest as a
newborn Child, while remaining the eternal God.”

At Vespers on this first day of the prefeast the faithful sing, “Let us
celebrate, O people, the prefeast of Christ’s Nativity; let us raise our
minds on high, in spirit going up to Bethlehem....”

Ilpocoptio I svviioewc XpioTtov

Yg Myec nuépeg 0o coptdoovpe TN peYAAN €0PTI] TOV YPLETLOVIKOD
KOGPOV, TNV £0pTI] TOV XPLGTOVYEVVOV.

To yeyovog g yevviieemg Tov Kvpiov 0a Eavaeéper 1 Exkkinocia
UTPOoTA oTO PATIO TNG Yuyng pog ko 0o pog koAéoer va
TPOCKUVIIGMNE Poll PE TOVG TOLNEVES KOU PE TOVG PAyovg TOV
vevwn0évta Paciiéa kKon vo vvoroyompe poli PE TIC 6TPUTIEG TOV
ovpaviov ayyéAov TNV evavlpornol Tov @0l Tng 1p1fvns Kot TG
aydnng.

To «Ab6&a v vyioTolg Oed Kot el YAG 1PNV, €V AvOP®TTOLG EVOOKIMY,
0 ayyeAMKoOG VUVOG TG Yevwnoemg (Aovk. 2,3), Bo avinynost Kot TaAt
GTOVG VOOUG paG. XT0 veoyévvnto Ppépog g Bnoieép Ba dovue tov
teybévta Zotpa pag, Tov evavipomicavio @gd. X’ avtd 10 Ppépog
Ba avtikpuoope TV «AOTpOCLY» Tov «améoteley o Kbplog T Aam
avtovy (Poip. 110, 9), ywoti péoa oto Ppepkd Tov copa dev kpvPetat
povov o Ogdg, aAAG Kot TO TANPOLLO THG GMOTNPLOG LOC, 1) avoKaivion
Ko M Béwomn g PBapTG Hog OHGEMS, 1) KoY KTion® o avOpwmog mov
yivetar @gd¢, avTO TO LLGTHPLO TNG GOTNPLUS KO TNG AVTPDOCEMS OAWDY
nUoV.

Axpipdg o AOy® TG BEOAOYIKNG TNG QLTS GTOLOAOTNTOG 1| E0PTN
tov Xplotovyévvov amotelel poli pe v eoptn tov [ldoya tovg 600
UEYAAOVG TOAOVG YOP® OO TOLG OTTOI0VG GTPEPETOL TO AEITOVPYIKO
¢t10¢. To Ilaoyo gival n Kop®vida TOV KvTOV Kot To. XPLeTOLYEVVOL
TOV aKVATOV g0pt®dv. E1dkd de 1 gopt tov Xpirotovyévvav givol n
«UNTPOTOAIS» TV €0pTOV Katd Tov Ayto Imdvvn tov Xpvcsoatopo (Eig

Tov pakapov dhoyoviov, 3), yori To yeyovog mov £0ptalope Kot



ot etvar N TpovTohecT) OAOV TV AAAWDV 6TAOUDV TG cOTNPLUG Lag.
Av dev gyevvato o Xp1otoc ovte Ba efantileto, obte O £didaoke Kot
0o eBavpatodpyel, ovte Oa émacye kot Bo oviototo. 'Hom pe 1
vévvnor tov Xprotov 1 ooTnpio Tov YEVOug pOg €Yel duvapel
ovvtereoBel. H Ogio kow n avOpormivy @oon £yovv evomdn ev
Xprota. O Oedg ko vBponog Inocovg Xprotdg amoterei TNV {Ooav
eKéve, Kou TNy gyyimon TG perhoviikig &v  Xploto
OVOKEPUAILDCEDS TOV TAVTOV.

211 AEITOLPYIKT SWLUOPP®GL TG E0PTNG TV XPIGTOVYEVVMV EMEDPUCE
N mpobeioTapévn gopti tov lldoyo. Xtn onuepvi o Hopon TV
AxorovBidv pmopovpe gokora vo dtokpivope tov Pabud kol to
oToEl0 TOV EMOPAGEDV AVTAOV, OIMG GTNV TPoedPTIO TEPiOd0, TNV
omoia kot dtepyoueda.

[Ipdtov  mpocetébn omv  eopty TtV  Xpiotovyévwmv  pia
npomapoackevaotik] Kuplokn: v ovopacay «Kvpokn tov ayiov
Hotépavy. [atépeg evvoovvtar oyt ot [atépeg g Exkinciog, adld
01 KOTA GAPKO, TPOYOVOL TOL XPloTod Kol LAAGTO 0 YEVAPYNG APPadiyL.
"Yotepa to 0pa e Kuprakng avtrg dtemAativon kot meptédafe GAovg
ToVg TPo Xp1otov dtkaiovg tng [oratdg Atabnkng, Tpoydvovg i un Tov
Xp1otov. Q¢ €vOyYEMKN TEPIKOM OVEYWMOOKETO, OMMOC Kol UEYPL
onuepa, M yeveoloyic Tov XploTOV, OV TEPEYETOL GTO TPMTO
ke@dAaio Tov Katd Matbaiov Evayyehiov, kKot og amdoTolog 0o Ty
[Ipoc EPpaiovg emGTOA M TEPIKOTN TOV aVAPEPETAL GTA TAON LT
TOV «poptopnBéviav did g tictewey avopdv g [alaidg Atabrkng

(EBp. 11, 9-10. 32-40).

H dswmratoven tov goptoroyikov wepieyopévov g Kvploxkig npo
TOv  Xpwotovyévwvev KOl 1 TGO  OvamTOEEMS TG
TPOTUPUCKEVUOTIKNG TEPLOOOV eméEQepay  Ppadv- TEPOV TNV
oyotounot, Tpomov Tvd, s Kvprokig avtig kot tnv petdBeon
péPovg Tov Bépatog g oty Tpo avtis Kuprakn. Etot ot Kuprokég
tov ayiov Hatépov éyvay dvo kat, Tpog dakpioy, N pio @voudodn
«Kvptlakn mpo g Xpiotov YEVWNGEWDS», 1 TUANLOTEPD, KOL 1 GAAN
dtempnoe to makod ovopo «Kvplaxn tov ayiov Hatépavy, mov yia
va un ovyyxéetan pe tig Kvplakég tov Hatépov tov Owovpevikdv
Xuvodwv mpe 1o dvopa «Kvprokn tov [ponatdpavy. (...)

Olog o AsképuPprog pnivog mpe mpoedptio  yopoktnpo. Eilvar
aplepopévog oty Ilodoid Awbfkn, o©TOVG TPOENTES KOl GTOVG
TPOTATOPES TOL XPIGTOV, GTNV TTEPLOJO TNG AVALOVHG TOL Meoaia. 't
avTtd axpPdg PAETOUE VO OVOYPAPETOL GTO EOPTOAOYLA 1) VLT TOL
mpoentov Naodu v 1n Askepuppiov, tov mpoentov ABPakody v
20, TOV TPOPNTOL XoPoviov TV 31, ToL TPOoETToL Ayyaiov v 16m
KOl TOV TPOPHTOL AavINA Kot TV TPV Ttaidmv v 171. Tov [ldoya
mponyeito vnoteio. Ta Xpiotovyevvo kot oapylc oméktmoov pio
OAYONUEPO TTPOTTAPO-GKEVOCTIKY VNGTELN, TOV KoTh TOoV Z' aicdval
glkvopévn omd to TpoTLITO TS Meyding Teooapokootc £yve Kat
oV TEcoapaKovONuEpog kot apyilet amd v 151 Noeuppiov.

AALG TO GTOLYEIO EKEIVO TOV £0MGE 1OLXITEPO TPOTUPUCKEVUGTIKO
K01 TPOEOGPTLO TOVO GTNV TTPO TOV XPLGTOVYEVVOV TTEPT0O0 €ivar ot
vuvol, mov mwopepuPdriovrol ot 0KohovOisg Tov E6TEPLVOD, TOV
6pOpov Kol TOL OMOOEITVOV TOV NuEPpOV avTAV. H mapepfoin

yivetol katd éva pHehodikd Kot KAMUOK®TO avodikd cuotnua. Amd v



21n  NoeguPpiov apyilovv vo yoriovioar ot kotafocieg ToV
Xpiotovyévwwov «Xpotdg yevvator 00&AcaTE...», omd TV 267
nmpooTifetar kot To mpogdpTio kovrdkio «H TlapBévog onuepov tov
nwpoaidviov Adyov...»  and v 30n Noeuppiov apyiler n mopepuPoin
Kol GAAV TTPOEOPTIOV TPOTaPi®V.

Tic nuépeg avtég WyoAhovtor Katd To amdOEmVE KOl TO TPOEOPTLOL
PO KO Ol KOVOVES, TOWUATO XVUEDV TOL METaPpacTon, mov
e€apTOVTOL KoL KOTA TNV 0KPOOTLYId0 KOl KOTA TO TEPIEXOUEVO OO TOL
avtictorya Tpdd G Meyding EPoopddos. H mpo twv
Xpiotovyévwov eRSopds maipvel £TGL TOV YOPOKTIPO Kol TAEKETOL
Katd v pipno g tpo tov Ildoya Meyding ERdopddoc. H piunocig
KOPLPOVTAL TNV TOPALOVT TOV XPIGTOVYEVVAV LE TV oKoAovBia Tov
LEYOA®V @PAOV KOl TOV EGTEPLVOV, TOL £X0LV o 0el Kot TO TPOHTLTTO
TOV peydlov opov g Meyding Ilapoockeung kot tov peydiov

eomepvov tov [1doya.

Avaocrtacio Meyoalouaptoc

'evvmOnke kon peydhooe otn Poun oto téAn tov 3ov p.X aidva.
‘Htav «6pn apyovtikng owkoyévelas. Ilatépoac g Mrov o
[Tpouté&rarog, woyvpog mpovyovtag tnv Popaikn emoyn, oAid
Ko ewAoAdTpnc. H untépa g @rafio ntav ypiotiov.

H Avaoctacio Bagtiotnke ypiotiovn Kot avatpdenke oamd v
untépa e, Tnv odnynoe pdAloto oTov YPLoTiavd O1000KAAO
Xpvcoyovo, mov petd t0 Bdvato g pntépog S avéAaPe
TAPp®G T dwackaAiio Tng. Otav n Avactacio £ptace 6e PN
niwia, o mtatépog e v miele va mavtpevtel tov Popaio eBviko
[Tom\o, to omoio kot &ywve mapd t BEAnoN tg. H Avoaoctacio
anéeuye tov [1omho capkikd, Tpopacilopevn 0TI NTay acbevig,
v660 ael Tpo@acilopevn Ommg avaypaeel To cLVAEAPLO NG, EVO
aLTOC NG KATETPMOYE TNV TEPOLGIN GE EWOMAOAANTPIKES KO
dowtec exdniooelg. H Avootacio vrépepe molv, S10TL dgv
umopohoe vo  eKTANPOCEL €AeVBeEP TIG YPIOTIOVIKES TNG
VILOYPEDGELS.

O awpvidrog Bavatog tov cvldyov ™C, erevBépmoe Oheg TIg
dvvatomteg g Avaoctaciag. 'Etotl 61é0ete 0Aa g ta TAovT,


https://el.wikipedia.org/wiki/%CE%A1%CF%8E%CE%BC%CE%B7
https://el.wikipedia.org/wiki/%CE%A1%CF%89%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%8A%CE%BA%CE%AE_%CE%B5%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%87%CE%AE

TO XPOVO, TN OPACT KOL TNV Oy TNG OTO VO EMICKENTETOL OTIG
QLVAOKEG TOLG PLAAKIGUEVOVG XPLOTIOVOVC, VO TOVG EVIGYVEL KO
va. Toug evBappuvel, OOTE Vo PNV OEIMAGOVY UTPOGTH GTO
poptoplo. ‘Eywve oaAeimtpro, OnAadn TPOTOVATPLN, TOAAGDV
HOPTOP®V TOV OPEIAOLV TO £VO0EO HOPTUPIKO TOLG TEAOG GTNV
evBdppuvon kot T otpiEn g Avactociog.

210 €pyo MG owtod dgv meplopiomnke po6vo ot Poun aArd
dmiwoe T dpdon TG  uéYpt MV AvatoAr, €mG
v Nikoundswatng Mikpde Aciag, apov di€tpete 1o IAAvpIKd
kot T Mokedovia, Omov  €0pace  Kupiwg otV TOAN
™G ®e6G0AOVIKNG.

H dpdon ot Oecoarovikn

Ewwdtepa ot Oeocolovikn, amotélece ) O1000KOAO GTOV
XpLoTiaviopo Yo TPELS adEAPES, TNV Aydmn, Tnv Xiovia Kot TV
Epnvn, mov paptopncav eni AtokAntiavod otn @escarovikn.
[Iptv 10 poptdplo tovg, ot Tpelg HaONTPIEG TG, YVOPIGAY TNV
QPOVTION KOL TNV oy TNG, Y10, TO AOYO0 aLTO OL POUATKES OPYES
™G TOANG LUAAKIcOV Kal Bacdvicay TV AvaoTtacio 6e QUANKN
g Oeccarovikng. Eival pdiiota mbavo 6t to 6pog 610 omoio
t0fevnke amd otpatidT) M TPitn OMd TIC AdEAPEG, M ayio
Epnvn, gtvan 10 6pog 0mov onpepa Bpicketar 1 Movi g Ayiag
Avootaciog ota Bacuukd Oeccarovikng. H  Avaoctacio
QPOVTIGE Y10, TOV EVIAPLIGUO TOV TIHIOV COUATOV TOV TPUDV
adeA@®V mapbevopaptopov. H pviun tov ev @gocaiovikm
padntpuov g Ayiog Avaoctaciog, Tpidv 0deAQ®V Ayamng,
Xwoviag ko Eypnvng tpdron otig 16 Ampihiov. Mdiota 6v6
TOAOLOYPIOTIOVIKES  PactMKEG OV Bpénkav  otmv
ocvvowkia Enpokpnvyn g Oeocaiovikng  ewdleton 0Tt
GLVOEOVTOL LE TO LAPTVPLO TMOV TPI®V YUVOIKADV.

To paptdpro

H dxountn ko avomoydpnt Avactacio teMkd 0é0nke oe
TAGGAAOVG KOl OEUEVT] G NTaY TapadodnKe ot eoTId oTig 22
AexepPpiov tov 3031M 304 n.X. om Oecocarovikn (1 KoTd

dAAovc 0T0 Zippi1o) evd GAAEC TNYEC TOTOOETOVV TO LOPTOPLO TNG
ot Poun.

To tipo ocopa g Avaotaciog, to mapéhafe cOUPOVE UE TO
ocuva&apila, ol €VGEPNG  aPYOVIIGGO  YPNOULOTOLDVTOG TN
yvopluio pe tov Tomikd ‘Emapyo Kol 10 viaeiose 6Tov KNTo TG
owkiog Te. Apyotepa EKTIOE eKel XPLOTIAVIKO VOO.

Alleg myég avaypapovy 0Tt o ovlvyog g Avaoctoaciog,
[TomAog, v LAGKIGE YloTi 08V KATAPEPE VO TN UETUCTPEYEL
omv ewoloratpia. Tov de d1ddokaAd g XpvGdyovo TOoV
ékheloe 0 AlOKANTIOVOG 6 @LAOKT Kot Tov Pacdvile, o10TL
dtdaoke pe moppnoio kot wOAA emttuyion Tov XPloTovVIGHO.
Yoletor aAnioypoeio peta&d g Ayiag Avaotaciag, Tov Koipo
ov Vv &lye eLAokicel 0 Avopac ™G, Yo Vo EUTOdicEL TV
eULAVOpmT Opdon TS, Kol TOV XPLGOYOVOL, OTOV NTOV Kol
avtog otV euAakt. Tov Xpvcdyovo akorovBnce n Avactacia
o711 HOPTLPIKY TOL Topeia amd ™ Poun ot Nukoundeia, apov
ev To peta&d aropuiakicOnke petd tov Odvato tov culHyov g
(o [Témhog mye mpéaPne oty epoio dmov Tov fprKe augvidlog
Bavatog).

H pviun g tpdron otig 22 Agkepfpiov.

Movéc ko Naoi g Ayiog

H Ayio Avoaoctocio etypndro waitepa ot Mwkpd Acia. Metd
mv Mikpocwtiky ~ Koataotpoen e v KatoQuyr TtV
Mikpaciatov mpoceuywv, tovodnke otov EAAadikd ymdpo N
Aatpeio g aylag  Avootociog, —OOUQOVO  UE  TOV
Aaoypdeo Anuntproc  Aovkdroc. ITlpog tymv g Avyiag
Avaoctaciog £govv KtioBel ToAlol vaol kot pLovEs.

e X210 Xopdokioi e Mikpdc Aciog Bplokodtav €wg kot Tpv
™ Mwpacwotikny Koatactpoor, Nadg g Ayiag Avaoctaciog
OOV GLYKEVIPMOVE TIGTOVG Omd 0AOGKANPT T Mikpd Acia,
wloitepa Katd v €optn ¢ ayiog tov AskéupPpro. Metd
™ Mpaocwatikr)  Katoaostpoen tov 1922 ot Mikpacidreg
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HETEQEPAY TNV 1EPA EIKOVOL TNG ayiog 6T VEX TOVE TTaTpidn
otov Ilepiocd e Néog loviag Attikng, 0mov Kot EKTiGOV
véo vad g Avyloc Avaotaciog € OVAUVNOT  TOV
KaTaoTpagéviog vaod ot Mikpd Aocio. Exel miéov
QLAAGGETOL 1) 1EPT EIKOVO, TNG AYiag.

e Xtov lepd Naod Ayiov I'ewpylov Nukaiog Attikng vmdpyet
nopekkAnolo g Ayioc Avaotaciog g PapuakoAivtpiog
Kol mpaypatonoeitar otn pvnun g lepd [Hoavnyvpig and
TOLG AMOYOVOVS TV TPOGOVY®V M1Kpac1aTOV.

e X Oeccarovikn vdpyovv dvo vaol g Ayiag. O lepdg
Noaoc Avylag Avootocioc & Ayiov Ogoddpwv otnv
wpoceLYKn meployn ¢ Néag Bapvog Xvkeav ko o Iepodg
Naodg Ayloc Avactaciog Néag Kneioudg mov eykouvidotnke
t0 2013 omv mepoyn Omov emiong eykaTOoTAOMKOV
Mupaocidreg petd v Katactpoen tov 1922.

e Xta Boaowukd Oeccarovikng Ppioketor m Puloviivg
[Mozprapykn Movn Ayiag Avactaciog PopuoKoADTLoG.

DapuakorvTpLaf

H ayio Avaotacio gépet 1o mpocmvipto @appokoidtpio yio 500
Adyovg o) Aldel pappako kot Bepamedel GOUATIKES KO YUNLIKES
acBéveleg: elxe avabev dVVauN va ADEL KOl VO KOTAGTPEPEL TOV
QOPUAK®V Kol TV INANTNPI®V Ta OEWVA ATOTEAEGLOTO KOt TG
evépyeleg 1 O10TL apéyel N 10 apBoOvVeg dppaka, <’ exkAdel’’
eappoka, yw Vv Oepameio acBeveidv, Omwg Aéyel TO
Meyodvvaplo piag axolovBiog tg:” dPdpupoko mpoysovoa
HUOTIKO YuydVv Kot coudtov 0Oepamedelc mdadn dewd, o
Avootacio, ™ 0Ogio evepyeila, 010 TOG YAPITAS GOV TAVTEG
Knpottopev’’.

B) Aver tic pappaxeieg, OnAadn ta pdyo: AVAUESH GTIC TOAAEG
dAdeg 1boeg kKo Oepameieg mov emiterel, EAafe Ogikn xdpn va
dtomlel 000VG £MEGAV GTO. OlYTLO TMOV EOPUOKOV KOl TOV
(QOPUOKELTPUDV, INANON TOV LAY®V KOl TOV LOYICOMV.

Greatmartyr Anastasia the “Deliverer from Potions”,

her teacher, Martyr Chrysogonus,

and many with them

Commemorated on December 22
The Great Martyr Anastasia the Deliverer from Potions, a Roman
by birth, suffered for Christ at the time of Diocletian’s
persecution of Christians. Her father was a pagan, but her mother
was secretly a Christian. Saint Anastasia’s teacher in her youth
was an educated and pious Christian named Chrysogonus. After
the death of her mother, her father gave Saint Anastasia in
marriage to a pagan named Publius, but feigning illness, she
preserved her virginity.

Clothing herself in the garb of a beggar, and accompanied by only
one servant, she visited the prisons. She fed, doctored and often
ransomed captives who were suffering for their faith in Christ.
When her servant told Publius about everything, he subjected his
wife to a beating and locked her up at home. Saint Anastasia then
began to correspond secretly with Chrysogonus, who told the
saint to be patient, to cleave to the Cross of Christ, and to accept
the Lord’s will. He also foretold the impending death of Publius
in the sea. After a certain while Publius did indeed drown, as he
was setting out with a delegation to Persia. After the death of her
husband, Saint Anastasia began to distribute her property to the
poor and suffering.

Diocletian was informed that the Christians who filled the prisons
of Rome stoically endured tortures. He gave orders to kill them
all in a single night, and for Chrysogonus to be sent to him at
Aquileia. Saint Anastasia followed her teacher at a distance.
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https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/1999/12/22

The emperor interrogated Chrysogonus personally, but could not
make him renounce his faith. Therefore, he commanded that he
be beheaded and thrown into the sea. The body and severed head
of the holy martyr were carried to shore by the waves. There by
divine Providence, the relics were found by a presbyter named
Zoilus who placed them in a coffer, and concealed them at his
home.

Saint Chrysogonus appeared to Zoilus and informed him that
martyrdom was at hand for Agape, Chione and Irene (April 16),
three sisters who lived nearby. He told him to send Saint
Anastasia to them to encourage them. Saint Chrysogonus foretold
that Zoilus would also die on the same day. Nine days later, the
words of Saint Chrysogonus were fulfilled. Zoilus fell asleep in
the Lord, and Saint Anastasia visited the three maidens before
their tortures. When these three martyrs gave up their souls to the
Lord, she buried them.

Having carried out her teacher’s request, the saint went from city
to city ministering to Christian prisoners. Proficient in the
medical arts of the time, she zealously cared for captives far and
wide, healing their wounds and relieving their suffering. Because
of her labors, Saint Anastasia received the name Deliverer from
Potions (Pharmakolytria), since by her intercessions she has
healed many from the effects of potions, poisons, and other
harmful substances.

She made the acquaintance of the pious young widow Theodota,
finding in her a faithful helper. Theodota was taken for
questioning when it was learned that she was a Christian.

Meanwhile, Saint Anastasia was arrested in Illyricum. This
occurred just after all the Christian captives there had been
murdered in a single night by order of Diocletian. Saint Anastasia
had come to one of the prisons, and finding no one there, she
began to weep loudly. The jailers realized that she was a Christian
and took her to the prefect of the district, who tried to persuade
her to deny Christ by threatening her with torture. After his
unsuccessful attempts to persuade Saint Anastasia to offer
sacrifice to idols, he handed her over to the pagan priest Ulpian
in Rome.

The cunning pagan offered Saint Anastasia the choice between
luxury and riches, or grievous sufferings. He set before her gold,
precious stones and fine clothing, and also fearsome instruments
of torture. The crafty man was put to shame by the bride of Christ.
Saint Anastasia refused the riches and chose the tools of torture.

But the Lord prolonged the earthly life of the saint, and Ulpian
gave her three days to reconsider. Charmed by Anastasia’s
beauty, the pagan priest decided to defile her purity. However,
when he tried to touch her he suddenly became blind. His head
began to ache so severely that he screamed like a madman. He
asked to be taken to a pagan temple to appeal to the idols for help,
but on the way he fell down and died.

Saint Anastasia was set free and she and Theodota again devoted
themselves to the care of imprisoned Christians. Before long,
Saint Theodota and her three sons accepted a martyrdom. Her
eldest son, Evodus, stood bravely before the judge and endured



beatings without protest. After lengthy torture, they were all
thrown into a red-hot oven.

Saint Anastasia was caught again and condemned to death by
starvation. She remained in prison without food for sixty days.
Saint Theodota appeared to the martyr every night and gave her
courage. Seeing that hunger caused Saint Anastasia no harm
whatsoever, the judge sentenced her to drowning together with
other prisoners. Among them was Eutychianus, who was
condemned for his Christian faith.

The prisoners were put into a boat which went out into the open
sea. The soldiers bored holes in the boat and got into a galley.
Saint Theodota appeared to the captives and steered the ship to
shore. When they reached dry land, 120 men believed in Christ
and were baptized by Saints Anastasia and Eutychianus. All were
captured and received a martyr’s crown. Saint Anastasia was
stretched between four pillars and burned alive. A certain pious
woman named Apollinaria buried her body, which was unharmed
by the fire, in the garden outside her house.

In the fifth century the relics of Saint Anastasia were transferred
to Constantinople, where a church was built and dedicated to her.
Later the head and a hand of the Great Martyr were transferred to
the monastery of Saint Anastasia [Deliverer from Potions], near
Mount Athos.

Eugenia the Righteous Nun-martyr of Rome, December 24

This Martyr was the daughter of most distinguished and noble parents named
Philip and Claudia. Philip, a Prefect of Rome, moved to Alexandria with his
family. In Alexandria, Eugenia had the occasion to learn the Christian Faith,
in particular when she encountered the Epistles of Saint Paul, the reading of
which filled her with compunction and showed her clearly the vanity of the
world. Secretly taking two of her servants, Protas and Hyacinth, she departed
from Alexandria by night. Disguised as a man, she called herself Eugene while
pretending to be a eunuch, and departed with her servants and took up the
monastic life in a monastery of men. Her parents mourned for her, but could
not find her. After Saint Eugenia had laboured for some time in the monastic
life, a certain woman named Melanthia, thinking Eugenia to be a monk,
conceived lust and constrained Eugenia to comply with her desire; when
Eugenia refused, Melanthia slandered Eugenia to the Prefect as having done
insult to her honour. Eugenia was brought before the Prefect, her own father
Philip, and revealed to him both that she was innocent of the accusations, and
that she was his own daughter. Through this, Philip became a Christian; he
was afterwards beheaded at Alexandria. Eugenia was taken back to Rome with
Protas and Hyacinth. All three of them ended their life in martyrdom in the

years of Commodus, who reigned from 180 to 192.


http://myocn.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/EUGENIA.jpg

Avyio Evygvio n Ocropdptog

H Ayio Evyevia n OctomapBevopdptog £{nce 6to 0g0TEPO UIGH TOV
3ov awwva p.X. Katoayotay amd t Popun kot ot yoveig g ovopalovtay
dilmnog kot KAavdia. Emiong, eiye kot 600 dAla adéigia, Tov ABita
kot To Zépyro. O matépag g dtopiotnke Emapyog oty AreEdvopeia
Kot mye kel pe OAN tov v owkoyévela. Exel n Evyevia omovdace
KOTO TOV KOADTEPO dLVATO TPOTO Kot ERabe APLoTo TNV EAANVIKY Kot
poUOikn @Aoloyia. Otav Teleiwoe TIg 6TOVOEG TG, WAYXVOVTOG Yio
MEPLGGOTEPT YVOOT| TNPE GTO YEPLOL TNG OO 10 YPIOTIOVY KOPN TIG
eMGTOAEG TOV ATtooTtolov [HavAov. Otav Tig didface, evivtmoideOnke
moA0. Exel péoa dgv vnpyav Bempieg kot prrocopikég do&acieg. Ot
YPOULES TOVG gvémveay (on Kot eEAmida. Exetvn v mepiodo, ot yoveig
g Nberav va ) dwcovv cvluyo og kdmolo Popaio a&iopatovyo, Tov
AxvAiva. Tote n Evyevia, apvodpevn va dgybel avti v mpdtacn twv
YOVE®V TNG, KATolo vOyTo vIvOnke avopikd Kot EQuye 6€ GAAT TOAN.
Exel katymbnke, PoanticOnke ypiotiovr kot €laPe cuyypdvmg To
povaywo oynuo. Metd amd ypdvia, EMECTPEYE GTO OTITL TNG KO M
VaYVOPIOT) OTO TOLG YOVELG TG £Y1ve PHEGO GE OAKPLO KOL OVEK(QPAOTN
xopd. Aev mépace mOALG KapOg Kol OAol oto omitt g Evyeviag
déyOnkav 1o ypoTioviond. Amd picog TOTE Ol EOMAOAATPEG
Tpovpdrticay Bavacipa tov Tatépa tg. Kat otav  Evyevia enéotpeye
om Poun, emewdn oe Ovoiale ota €idwia, TV oamokepdAioav,
tepuatifovtag €161 V00, «TOV KAAOV dydva. Thg miotewoy (A' Tpog

Twoé0eov, ot' 12), pall pue v eniysio (o ™.

25 Aexeuppiov: H I'évvnon tov Kvpiov Incov Xpietov

— : @me»»p

>1ic 25 Aegkepfpiov n ayio ExkAnocio pog yioptalel to peydro
KOl OVEPUNVEVTO YEYOVOG TNG KOTA GAPKO YEVVIICE®S TOV Y10V
Kat Adyov tov g0l and v Yrepayio Ocotoxo.

Metd tov EvayyeMopd g IlapBévov Mapiag ond tov
apyayyero 'afpm kon eved minciale 0 Kapodc vo TEAELOCOLV 01
EVVIA UNveg omd TNV LVIEPELOIKN GVOAANYTM Tov XPloToh TNV
napBevikn g untpa, o Kaicop Avyovstog diétale amoypaon
oV TANBVo oD TOV popAikoD Kpdtovg. Tote 0 lmone pali pe ™

Oeotoxo, Eexivnoav yia T BnOAeéy, yio va anoypagodv ekel.

‘Etot Eexivnoav and v Noalapét kot 0o1epa Amd KOMOGTIKO

ta&idl éptacav oty BnOieén, omov enedn elye cvykevipmbel
AN00G KOGUOL deV KATAPEPAV Va. fpovv KoTAALUA, Tapd LOVO
&va OTOYIKO GTNALO.

Exeli n Ocotokog yévvnoe tov Kvpio Incod Xpiotd ko

onapybvooce cov Bpépog tov Ktiom tov andvtov. Encita Tov



éPare embve ot GATVN TOV 0AOYOV (D®V, 010TL «EUEAAE Vi
ElevBépmon MUAG Amd TNV Ahoyiovy, OT®G YOPOKTNPLOTIKA
ypdpet o Aytog Nikodnpog o Aylopeitng. And tote, GAOL 01 ToTOol
YPLOTIOVOL HE Xopd YAALOVY TOV DUVO TOV ayYEA®V eKEIVING TNG
vOkTog: «Ada v Dyiotolg Oed kol ml yig elprvn, &v dvOpoTOoIg
evookion (BA. Evayyého Aovkd, B’ 1-20). Ad&a dnAadn, og elval
010 B¢gb, mov Ppicketor oo VyioTO PLEPT TOL OVLPAVOD KO GTN
YN OoAOKANPM, mov egivor Tapoypévn omd TNV opopTio og
Bactievoetl n Beio epnvn, 610t 0 Ogdg €de1e v ayann Tov
oTOVG avOpM®TOVG e TNV evavOpdnnon Tov Y100 Tov.

No onueiwcovpe €d®, OTL 1 Y0OPpT| TOV XPIGTOVYEVWVOV
KkafiepdOnke yia mtpodtn opd TV 251 AgkepPpiov Tov 397 p.X.
ent mtatprapyeiag Ayiov Iodvvov Tov Xpvcsootdpov. Kat’ dAiovg
o matplapync Iepocordpmv lovBevdiioc, ymdpioe T dVO YI0PTES
tov Potov Ku tov Xplotovyévvov, ot omoieg moMdtepa

yivovtay v oo pépa, omradn v 6m lavovapiov.

Amolvtikiov "Hyog 8°. H I'évwnon tov Kupiov Incod Xpietod

H yévvnoig cov Xpiote 6 Oedg NUAV, AVETEILE T KOCU®, TO POG
10 TG YVOGE®S €V avTi] YOp Ol TOIg AoTPOIS AUTPEVOVTEG, LITO
aotépog  &d0ddokovto, o& mpookuvvely, TOv “HAov Tiig
JKOOoVLYNG, Kol 6 YIVOOKELW £ Dyoug dvatoinv, Kopie d6&a

ooLt.

Nativity

The Nativity according to the flesh of our Lord, God and
Saviour Jesus Christ, also called Christmas, is one of the Great
Feasts of the Orthodox Church, celebrated on December 25.

In the fullness of time,[2?4 our Lord Jesus Christ was born to the
Holy Theotokos and Virgin Mary, thus entering into the world as
a man and revealing Himself to mankind.

According to the Bible and to Holy Tradition, Jesus was born in
the city of Bethlehem in a cave, surrounded by farm animals and
shepherds. The baby Jesus was born into a manger from
the Virgin Mary, assisted by her husband St. Joseph. St. Joseph
and the Theotokos were forced to travel due to a Roman census;
the odd location of the birth was the result of the refusal of a
nearby inn to accommodate the expecting couple (Luke 2:1-20).
Since it is known historically that dwellings were built directly
over such caves housing livestock--in order to make use of the
heat

Though three magi from the East are commonly depicted as
visiting during the event itself (or, in Roman Catholic tradition,
twelve days thereafter), the Bible records the coming of an
unspecified number of wise men as being a few years after Jesus'
birth (see Matthew 2). In either case, these magi came bearing
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matt 2:11). In the
hymnography for the feast, these gifts are interpreted to signify
Christ's royalty, divinity, and suffering.

Though Jesus' birth is celebrated on December 25, most scholars
agree that it is unlikely he was actually born on this date. The
choice of December 25 for the Church's celebration of the
Nativity is most likely to have been in order to squelch attendance
at pagan solstice festivals falling on the same day.

At least, this is the urban myth promligated by both heterodox
Christians and unbelivers for centuries.
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The Nativity of Christ (Menologion of Basil Il, 10th-11th c.)

However, the solstice festival fell on the 21st of December. To
suggest that The Church chose a day of sacred observance
defensivly instead of pro-actively is to devalue and disregard the
sacred and authoritative action of The Church in establishing a
proper date for the observance of The Nativity of Christ The
Lord.

Others within The Orthodox Church have observed that, under
Hebrew law, male infants were both circumcised and received
their name eight days after their birth.

(See The Account of The Circumcision and Naming of John--The
Forerunner and Baptist--in The Gospel according to The Apostle
Saint Luke 1:59-66, and The Account of The Circumcision and
Naming of Christ The Lord as Jesus in Luke 2:21 )

Also, within The Orthodox Church, January 1st is celebrated as
the "name day" of The Lord Christ Jesus. Thus, the selection of
December 25th to celebrate the nativity of The Christ (who would
not be named for eight more days) would appear to have been a
conscious counting backward from the first day of the calendar
year--the day of his being proclaimed Son of Man--to the date of
His birth, the day of his being proclaimed Son of God.

On December 27 the Greek Orthodox Church celebrates the
Feast Day of Agios Stefanos.

Saint Stephen was the first of the seven deacons whom the
Apostles ordained to serve the Church in Jerusalem. Being filled
with the grace of the Holy Spirit, he worked miracles and
wonders among the people.

Disputing with the Jews concerning Jesus, St Stephen was falsely
accused of blasphemy and was brought before the high priest’s
council, Sanhendrin.

Gazing into Heaven and inspired by the spirit that Christ had
promised to His disciples in such an event, the Saint said “Lord,
| see the Heavens opened and the Son of man standing at the right
hand of God.” The inspired words filled the Saint’s heart and
made it heavenly, spreading over his body, and illumining his
face with a divine light.

Unable to bear this revelation, the Jews blocked their ears and
with anger, took St Stephen out of the city and stoned him, while
he was calling out “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

Saint Stephen was the first to take the path to Heaven that Christ
opened by His Passion, and the first to become a martyr. His
voluntary death for the Truth opened Paradise to him and enabled
him to see the glory of God.
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O HpoTonaptTLpuc XTEQPAVOC

O Aywg Xté@avog ovopdaleton Ilpotopapropac, yoti rav o
TPAOTOG TOL LOPTOPNGE Yo TOV XP1oTo, av eEopésovpe BEPara

ta 14.000 vima tov Bavatmoe o Hpmong.

O Aywog Ztépavog givor 0 TPMTOG, Omd TOVS EMTA SLOKOVOLG
(apydtdkovog), Tovg omoiovg e&éleEav ot ATdoTOAOL, YO0 VO
dlKovovVv, vo, vINPETOLY OMAdN ota Tpamélio, Ta Kowvd deimva
mov elyav 1OtE 01 TPAOTOL YPLoTIOVOl, MOTE 01 ATOGTOAOL VO
UTOPOLV OMEPIGTAGTOL VO APOGIOOOVV GTO KUPLO £PYO TOVG, TOV
ntav n dwayn, N dwackaAioc dnradn tov Adyov Tov oV, 1
EMKOWVOVIOL LE TOLG TOTOVG, 1 TPOCELYN Kol 1 TEAEST TOL

pvotnpiov g Osiag Evyopiotiog.

Kot o [Tpmtodiakovog Ztépavog OpmG, e ToAD BAppoc, KNputte
OTOVG CUUTOTPLDTEG TOL Y10 TOV XPloTd Kl EAEYE OTL OWTOG O

Xpiotog, mov elye £pbet k1 €noe avdpesa Toug Ki EKOVE TOCO

Bavpata, pEypt TOL 0POV TOV GTOVPMOAY, OVAGTHONKE, Yo Vo
yopioel o€ OAOLG TV avdoTaon, avtdg NTav o Mesoiag mov
t6o0vg awmveg mepipevay. Ot Tovdaiot tOTE TOV €PEpav GTO
OKOGTIPLO  UTPOGTH OTOLG  OPYlEPElC, OUMG Kavévas Ogv
umopovoe va avtiotadel ot Oeia coia ko otn Xdpn Tov Ayiov
[Tvevpatog pe v omoia prAovce kot eEnyovoe OAa 0o EAeye
a6 v [HoAoad Aadnkn yo to Tpdcsmmo tov Xpiotov kot 6o
ocuvéPnoav pe tov Xpioto, 6tav Npde otn I'n. Otav pdiiota tov
gldav ™ otryun mov tedeiwve ToV AOYO TOV, T0 TPOSOTH TOV NTOV
ooV TPOGOMO ayyEAOL™ EAOUTE GaV TOV NAL0 amtd Tn XApn TOL
®€o0v mov ToV TANUUOPLLE. Agv dvteyav va Ttov BAETOVY Ko, omd
™ vipom|] mov &vimbav, Tov éovpav £E® pE povio Kol Tov
MBoBoAncav. Kébe onpeio tov cdUATOHS TOV TOV YTLTOVCAV Ol
nétpeg, Ehapne cav aotéptl. Ki eketvog, asdievntog, euyotav povo
Kl Eheye: «Kopie, unv toug A0yapiaoeis avty Ty auoption. QQemov
énece ko o€ Alyo Egyoymoe. Ot yploTiovol mpav 1o 1Epod GO

TOV Kot T €0onyav e gvAdfeta.

Méypt onpepa vTapyeL 0 TOTOG TOV LAPTLPIOL TOL aKPPAOS EEM
amd ta ey TG ToAdS Iepovsoinu, evd dimAa ival XTIOUEVOS
VaOG TTpo¢ Tiur) Tov. H pvijun tou yoptaletat my Tpltn pépa

Twv Xplotovyévvwy, 27 Askepppiov.
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Ascension Church Pandemic
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Thank you for.youregntribtifion,to Ascensiong 4 .'
Church during these unprecedented timest Ygur
supportis greatly appreclatéd and will help
maintain our Commumty as it Pelongs to'each of,
us.All donatiofs-are tax“deduttibletaXhe extenty
.allowed by 1aw. ggd;bléss! ' ' A

Payments

Drive-Thru Pick-Upe Church Parking Lot

December 20th at 12:00 ~ 2:00 PM or December 27th at 12:00 ~ 2:00 PM
e o "

Make payments at www.ascensionfairview.org click 'GYA Vasilopita'
any questions contact Dimitra Baltzis at (973) 768-8677

http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/
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MEMORIAL SERVICES
MNHMOXYNA

40 pépec: Dwtiog ITovAog

40 days: Fotios Poulos

1 xoovoc: EAévn Etapartiov

1 year: Helen Stamatiou

3 xoovia: Avopéag Apéotn

3 years: Andreas Aresti

10 xoovia: Kwvotavtivog Eevog

10 years: Konstantinos Xenos
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