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Light a Candle & Say a Prayer at
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“I am the light of the world;
he who follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

To light a candle, please click the link below
and after you select the candle(s)

Owovpevikov Iatpropyeiov that you would like us to light and before pressing the
Iepd Mntoomohg Néug Ispoeng "Place Order" button,
E)»M]wmh o) 9065057] Emt)nqoioc please submit the names of your loved ones,
those who are alive and/or those

OEIAY ANAAHWEQX who have departed this life.

®EPBIOY NEAY IEPEZEHE Your candles will be lit at the next Liturgy or service.
EBAOMAAIAIO AEATIO Thank you and God bless!

ENHMEPQYXHX

http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/

Rev. Christos L. Pappas, Protopresbyter
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9:00 7.i. — 11:00 7. . Opbpoc, Oeia Acttovpyia

Kvpwokn, 13 Agkepfpiov, 2020
IA’ Aovké - 8:30 m.p. — 11:30 w.u. OpBpog, Bcia Acttovpyia

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday, December 6, 2020
10 Sunday of Luke
8:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Monday, December 7, 2020
Ambrose, Athenodoros
9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, December 8, 2020

Forefeast Conception Theotokos
9:00 a.m. —10:30 a.m Orthros, Divine Liturgy

6:00 p.m. —7:00 p.m. Paraklisis

Wednesday, December 9 ,2020

Conception of Theotokos, 9 — 10:30 a.m Orthros, Divine Liturgy
Greek School Virtual Teaching

Thursday, December 10, 2020
Menas, Hermogenes, 9 —10:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Friday, December 11, 2020
Daniel & Luke Stylite

9:00 a.m. —10:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy
Greek School Virtual Teaching

Saturday, December 12, 2020
Spyridon the Wonderworker,
9:00 a.m. —11:00 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Sunday, December 13, 2020
11™ Sunday of Luke, 8:30— 11:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy




Prokeimenon. Grave Mode.
Psalm 115.15,12

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.
Verse: What shall I render to the Lord for all that he has given me?

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 13:17-21
Brethren, obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are
keeping watch over your souls, as men who will have to give
account. Let them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would
be of no advantage to you. Pray for us, for we are sure that we
have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. |
urge you the more earnestly to do this in order that I may be
restored to you the sooner. Now may the God of peace who
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd
of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with
everything good that you may do His will, working in you that
which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be

glory for ever and ever. Amen.

IIpoxkeipevov. Hyog Bapic.
YAAMOI 115.15,12
Tipog évavtiov Kvpiov 6 Bdvatog tdv 0cimv avtod.
Ttiy. Ti dvtamodhomuey 16 Kvpim mepi navimv, ov
AVTOTESMKEV NULV;
IIpog ‘Eppaiovg 13:17-21 16 avayvoopa

Adehopoi, meibecbe 101G 1yovpévolg LU®Y, Kol VIEIKETE: aVTOL
YOp AypLTVODGY DTLEP TOV YLDV DUDVY, DS AOYOV ATOSDCOVTES:
tva petd yopdc TodTo ooy, Kol Ur) otevAlovTes: AAVGITEAES
YOp OUiv Todto. [Ipocedyecbe mepl MUdV: memoibapev yap 61t
KOAT)V  ovveidnow  &yopev, &v  miowv kaA®dg 0Oéhovteg
avaotpépecsbat. [leprocotépmg 8¢ mapakord todto motcal, tva
tdyov anokatactadd Luiv. O 8¢ Beog Thic eipnvng, O avayoywv
€K VEKPAV TOV OV TAV TPoPatev TOV péyov &v oiuatt
dabnkng aiwviov, TOV kKOpLov UMV Incodv, katapticot DUAG v
ovti Epyw ayodd €ig T0 morfjcar to BEAN LA o0 TOD, TOLDVY €V VUTV
10 £DGPESTOV &vamiov avtod, d1d Incod Xpiotod: @ 1) d6&a &ig

TOVG QidVOG TOV aiOVOV. Aunv.



The Gospel According to Luke 13:10-17

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the
sabbath. And there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity for
eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully straighten
herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her and said to her,
"Woman, you are freed from your infirmity." And he laid his
hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she
praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because
Jesus had healed on the sabbath, said to the people, "There are six
days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and
be healed, and not on the sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered
him, "You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie
his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to water
it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom
Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the
sabbath day?" As he said this, all his adversaries were put to
shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that
were done by him.

'Ex 100 Kotd Aovkav 13:10-17 Evayyeiiov T0 Avayvoopa

Té kapd éxeive, "Hv 8¢ S1d6okmv &v il 1dV cuvayny®dv &v
10i¢ GaPPaot. kai idod yov fv mvedupa &yovoa dodeveiac &tn
déka Kol OKTM, KOoi )V GLYKVTTOVGE KOd [ Suvapévn dvakdyot
gic 10 mavtehéc. idmv 8¢ avtv 6 'Incodc TpocepmvNoE Kol simev
avT]” YOovai, dmorélvcar thg dobeveiag cov: kal Emédnkev avTh
Tag yelpoac kol mapoypripe  avopbnbn kol €006&ale TOV
Ocdv. dmokpifeic 0¢ O apyoLVAY®YOS, AyovoKT®V OTL T@
cafBatm éBepanevoey 0 'Incodcg, Eleye T® OYAw®" EE Huépar giciv
8v oic 8l 8pydlecOar dv totoug odv &pyopevol Oepamedeade, kol
un T Nuépa tod coffdrov. dmexpidn odv avtd 6 Kdplog koi
glmev: VITOKPITa, EK0oToC VUMY T caPPdtm od Adel TOV Bodv
avTod 1| TOV dvov Ao ThHS eAaTVNG Kol dmayoaywv motilet; tadtyv
8¢, Quyatépo "APpadp ovcav, fiv Encev 6 cotavig 8o dékal
Kol OKT® &1, oVK £0e1 AvBijvat amd oD deood ToVTOL TH NUEPY
00 coPPatov; koi tadta AEyovtog avTod KoTNoYOVOVTO TAVTES
ol avtikeipevor avt®d, kol mag 6 dyloc Eyopev €mil MAGL TOIC

€vO0OE01C TOTC YIVOUEVOLS VT aOTOD.



Avioc Nikorooc Apytenickoroc Mupov the Avkiac, 0

Oovpotovpyoc

O Avyiog Nworaog yevvhnke tov 30 awwva p.X. ota Ildtapo g
Avxiog, amo yovelg evogfelg Kot TAOVGIOVG Kot £0pAGE TNV EXOYN TOV
avToKpaTOp®V Atokintiovon (284 - 304 p.X.), Ma&piavod (286 - 305
p.X.) ko Meydiov Kovotavtivov. Xe veapt] niikio éueve oppavog
Kot KANpovopog oG peyaing meplovoiog. AAAG o Nikdroog,
eumvedpevog amd Piavipora cuvarstnipota, d1€bete v meplovcia
TOL YW Vvo  ovokovpilel amopa, opeavd, OTOYXOVS,  YNPES,
oTEVOYOPNUEVOLG Ookoyeveldpyes. 'Evag pdhota, Bo diéebepe Tig
TPEIC KOPEC TOV, TPOKELUEVOD Vo, eEacpolricetl yprnata. Otav to pabde
avTd 0 NIKOAMOG, LVGTIKA G TPEIS VOKTEC EEAGPAMGE TNV TPOTKA TMV
POV KoprTeldv, apnvovtag 100 ypvod provpid otny kabe pia. ‘Etot,
01 TPELg KOPEC amokatTacTadnkay kal YAitocav and BERain dwapbopd.
v ouvvéxelo aglepmbnke otov ackntikd Pio, AOyw OumG G
EexmploThG apeTNC TOV TIUNONKE, YOPIg Vo TO ETOIDEEL, apyLKd UE TO

alopa tov Igpéa oto Ilatapa kor cvvéxelo pe 1o oioua TOL

apylentokdémov Mopwv. Anod t Béon avt) kabodnyovoe pe aydnn to
TOIVIO TOVL Kol OpoAoyoVoe pe mappneio v aAndeio. o to Adyo
aVTO GLVEANPON aTd TOVG TOTIKOVS APYOVTEG KO PiYTNKE 0T PLACKT).
Otav dpmg aviAbe otov avtokpatopikd Opovo o Méyac Kaovetavtivog
glevbepmbnkav 6lot ot ypiotiavol kat £tot 0 NukdAaog emaviAfe oto
apylemokonikd Bpoévo. Mdiiota élafe pépog otnv A’ OKovpevikn
XHvodo, 6mov Eeydpioe yo ™ copia Kot TNV NOIKN TOL TEAEWOTNTA.
O Aywog Nikdloog MTav TPOKIGUEVOS KOL HE TO YAPIOUO NG
Bavpatovpyiag pe to omoio £c0woe TOAAOVG avOpdOTOVG Kol 6GO MTaY
ev oM oAAd Ko petd v koipnon tov to 330 p.X. o mopdderypo
otav kdmote KwvdOvevoe KAmowog otn BdAocca - AOY® GQOdpHOV
AVEH®V - Kol EMKAAEGTNKE TO OVOUA TOV oyiov ombnke Kot pdAoTa
eva Pprokdtav ot péEon Tov TeAdyovs Bpidnke afrafng oto onitt Tov.
To Bavdpa éywe apéong yvootd oty [1oAn kot o Aadg mpoonibe
apECOG o AlTovelo kol aypumvio, TPOKEWEVODL VO, TIUNCEL TO
Oavpatovpyd Ayto.

Iepi tov Ilepov Aswyavov Tov Ayiov

O tépog tov Ayiov Nikordov ot Boactlikr tov Mradpt, avoiybnke
avaykaotikd to 1953 p.X., katd v OlIpKEID OVUCSTNA®TIK®V
EPYOCLOV, TNV VOKTO NG SNg Tpog 6m¢ Maiov. ['a Ttov ckomd avtd
ocuykpotnke emtpory amd tov Ilama, ue Ilpdedpo TovV TOTE
Popatoxaborikd Apylenickono tov Mrapt Eppiko Nikodnpo, oty
omoio avatédnke N KAVOVIKT avoyvadpion Tov ASWAavoy Tov Taeov.
HopdAinia o avayveoploTikdg EAEYY0G KoL 1) KOTOUETPNOT T®V 00TMV
avatédnke otov Kabnyntm g Avartopiog oto Ilavemotiuio tov

Mnépt Aovitt Maptivo kot tov PBonBo tov Toatpd AAppévio



Pouyyiept.

Ta Asiyova péso ot Adpvako ETAEAY GE €va JOVYEG, AYPOUO Kol
doopo vypo, To omoio gixe Pabog tpia mepinov ekatootd. H e&étaon
T0L VYPOL oavtov amd To Ivotitodta Xnpeiog kot Yyiewng tov
Hovemompiov Tov Mrdpt anédeile, 1L enpokerto Yo kabapd vepo,
elebBepo amd dhato kot oteipo amd pukpoopyavicpovs! H €psuva
amédelEe, 0Tl T0 VYPO OVTO TPONPYETO OMO TS LVEAOKVYELES TMV
OTOYYOODV 0GTEMV!

H tpitn otopikd avaxopdn] €yve v vokta g 7ng mpog 8ng Maiov
1957 pn.X., ue okomd véa avayvoplor], KATOUETPTOT), OVOTOULKT Kot
avOpOTOLOYIKT HEAETT), TPV TNV OPICTIKY| KOTAOEST OTNV AdpvoKd,
LETE TO TMEPOG TOV AVOSTNAMTIKAOV EPYOCIOV. TNV WIPIKN opdda
ocoupetelye v @opd ovt kot o Tatpdg Aovitlt Bevélia. Ta
aroteléopata TG avlpomoroyikng eEetdoeng Tov lepdv Agwydvov
vp&av eVILTOOLOKG. AlTioT®ONnKE, OTL AVAKAY GE £VOL KOl TO OVTO
GTONO Kol paMoTa e avopa mov glxe Vyog 1.67 mepimov, Tpe@dTaV
KuPIOG He QLTIKA TPoidvTa. Kot TEbove og MAtkia peyolvtepn tv 70
etov. To dtopo ovtd avike otnv Agvkn Ivdogvpomaikn @uAY.
H xoatdotaon oplopéveov 06tav £6g1Ee oo, OTL TO GTONO GTO 0Toio
VKOV, TPETEL VAL E1YE VTTOPEPEL TTOAD KATM o 10104TEPO OVGUEVEIC
ouvOnkeg dafimwong, mov tov aenoav onuddle oty vedroumn (on
tov. H aykvlotiky orovdvioadpitida kot 1 d1éyvtn evOoKpavIaK)
VIEPOOTMOT, TPEMEL VO, KANPOVOURONKOV 00 KATOL0 VYPH GUAGKT,
OOV TEPAGE UPKETA YPOVIK TNG {®NC TOV Kol LAAGTA GE TPOYWPNUEVT]
niwio.

H yvoypoewn avamioon tov mpoodnov, pe tnv péBodo g

VTEPOKEAETIKNG OVOTAGCEDG TOV HOACK®DV UEPAV TNG KEPUANG,
anédwoe eniong Beapatikd anoteAéopota. To GYETIKA 1y voypoEn LT
mov dmpocievoe o Kabnyntme Maprtivo, Bpickovtol oe coppovia pe
TIG TOAOLOTEPES OmEIKOViGELg Tov Ayiov, ekeivn g Ayiag Mapiog g
[lpote (ot Poun, 8og 1 9o¢ aidvag p.X.) kol ovty TOV
[Mapexkinciov Tov Ayiov Ioidmdpov, otov Nad tov Ayiov Mdpkov (ot
Bevertia, ynoedwto tov 120v aidva p.X.).

Anhadn, pe 1 efetdoelg tov Aswydvov tov Ayiov Nikoidov,
motonomnke M yvnowmTd TOovg, OamodeiyOnke emoTNUOVIKA 1
pupofArvcio Tov Kot exiong 6T N TAPOS0G TOL XPOVOL deV AUPALVE TNV
PvAUN TV BOSIKOV YOPOKTNPICTIKOV TNG HOPPNG TOv, OT®S T
diéowoe n OpBOSOEN ekovoypaPIKY TapAdocT (TPOGMTO AGKNTIKO,
EVYEVIKO, UE OPUOVIKEG avaAoyies, VYNAG Kot TAaTH PETOTO, HEYAAL
pdrtio - ehaepd fabovimntd - Evtova Luyouatikd, aidkpa). (BA. Avrt.
Madpkov, «Ta Aetyoava tov Ay. Niwoidov Emokdémov Mipov g
Avkiog Ko ot 16Topikég Tovg mepuméTelegy” [leplodikd «OpHOdoén
Maptopion Aevkooiag, ¢.44/1994, cel. 98 - 106" ayyiikn £kxdoom amod
to Kévtpo [Mapadociakmv Opboddémv Znovdmv Etvac Kaiipopviag,

1994).



Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia

Saint Nicholas, the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia is
famed as a great saint pleasing unto God. He was born in the city of
Patara in the region of Lycia (on the south coast of the Asia Minor
peninsula), and was the only son of pious parents Theophanes and
Nonna, who had vowed to dedicate him to God.

As the fruit of the prayer of his childless parents, the infant Nicholas
from the very day of his birth revealed to people the light of his future
glory as a wonderworker. His mother, Nonna, after giving birth was
immediately healed from illness. The newborn infant, while still in the
baptismal font, stood on his feet three hours, without support from
anyone, thereby honoring the Most Holy Trinity. Saint Nicholas from
his infancy began a life of fasting, and on Wednesdays and Fridays he
would not accept milk from his mother until after his parents had
finished their evening prayers.

From his childhood Nicholas thrived on the study of Divine Scripture;
by day he would not leave church, and by night he prayed and read
books, making himself a worthy dwelling place for the Holy Spirit.

Bishop Nicholas of Patara rejoiced at the spiritual success and deep
piety of his nephew. He ordained him a reader, and then elevated
Nicholas to the priesthood, making him his assistant and entrusting him
to instruct the flock.

In serving the Lord the youth was fervent of spirit, and in his
proficiency with questions of faith he was like an Elder, who aroused
the wonder and deep respect of believers. Constantly at work and
vivacious, in unceasing prayer, the priest Nicholas displayed great
kind-heartedness towards the flock, and towards the afflicted who came
to him for help, and he distributed all his inheritance to the poor.
There was a certain formerly rich inhabitant of Patara, whom Saint
Nicholas saved from great sin. The man had three grown daughters, and
in desperation he planned to sell their bodies so they would have money
for food. The saint, learning of the man’s poverty and of his wicked
intention, secretly visited him one night and threw a sack of gold
through the window. With the money the man arranged an honorable
marriage for his daughter. Saint Nicholas also provided gold for the
other daughters, thereby saving the family from falling into spiritual
destruction. In bestowing charity, Saint Nicholas always strove to do
this secretly and to conceal his good deeds.

The Bishop of Patara decided to go on pilgrimage to the holy places at
Jerusalem, and entrusted the guidance of his flock to Saint Nicholas,
who fulfilled this obedience carefully and with love. When the bishop
returned, Nicholas asked his blessing for a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
Along the way the saint predicted a storm would arise and threaten the

ship. Saint Nicholas saw the devil get on the ship, intending to sink it


https://images.oca.org/icons/lg/december/1206nicholas-mh.jpg

and kill all the passengers. At the entreaty of the despairing pilgrims,
he calmed the waves of the sea by his prayers. Through his prayer a
certain sailor of the ship, who had fallen from the mast and was
mortally injured, was also restored to health.

When he reached the ancient city of Jerusalem and came to Golgotha,
Saint Nicholas gave thanks to the Savior. He went to all the holy places,
worshiping at each one. One night on Mount Sion, the closed doors of
the church opened by themselves for the great pilgrim. Going round the
holy places connected with the earthly service of the Son of God, Saint
Nicholas decided to withdraw into the desert, but he was stopped by a
divine voice urging him to return to his native country. He returned to
Lycia, and yearning for a life of quietude, the saint entered into the
brotherhood of a monastery named Holy Sion, which had been founded
by his uncle. But the Lord again indicated another path for him,
“Nicholas, this is not the vineyard where you shall bear fruit for Me.
Return to the world, and glorify My Name there.” So he left Patara and
went to Myra in Lycia.

Upon the death of Archbishop John, Nicholas was chosen as Bishop of
Myra after one of the bishops of the Council said that a new archbishop
should be revealed by God, not chosen by men. One of the elder bishops
had a vision of a radiant Man, Who told him that the one who came to
the church that night and was first to enter should be made archbishop.
He would be named Nicholas. The bishop went to the church at night
to await Nicholas. The saint, always the first to arrive at church, was

stopped by the bishop. “What is your name, child?” he asked. God’s

chosen one replied, “My name is Nicholas, Master, and I am your
servant.”

After his consecration as archbishop, Saint Nicholas remained a great
ascetic, appearing to his flock as an image of gentleness, kindness and
love for people. This was particularly precious for the Lycian Church
during the persecution of Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284-
305). Bishop Nicholas, locked up in prison together with other
Christians for refusing to worship idols, sustained them and exhorted
them to endure the fetters, punishment and torture. The Lord preserved
him unharmed. Upon the accession of Saint Constantine (May 21) as
emperor, Saint Nicholas was restored to his flock, which joyfully
received their guide and intercessor.

Despite his great gentleness of spirit and purity of heart, Saint Nicholas
was a zealous and ardent warrior of the Church of Christ. Fighting evil
spirits, the saint made the rounds of the pagan temples and shrines in
the city of Myra and its surroundings, shattering the idols and turning
the temples to dust.

In the year 325 Saint Nicholas was a participant in the First Ecumenical
Council. This Council proclaimed the Nicean Symbol of Faith, and he
stood up against the heretic Arius with the likes of Saints Sylvester the
Bishop of Rome (January 2), Alexander of Alexandria (May 29),
Spyridon of Trimythontos (December 12) and other Fathers of the
Council.

Saint Nicholas, fired with zeal for the Lord, assailed the heretic Arius
with his words, and also struck him upon the face. For this reason, he

was deprived of the emblems of his episcopal rank and placed under



guard. But several of the holy Fathers had the same vision, seeing the
Lord Himself and the Mother of God returning to him the Gospel and
omophorion. The Fathers of the Council agreed that the audacity of the
saint was pleasing to God, and restored the saint to the office of bishop.
Having returned to his own diocese, the saint brought it peace and
blessings, sowing the word of Truth, uprooting heresy, nourishing his
flock with sound doctrine, and also providing food for their bodies.
Even during his life the saint worked many miracles. One of the greatest
was the deliverance from death of three men unjustly condemned by
the Governor, who had been bribed. The saint boldly went up to the
executioner and took his sword, already suspended over the heads of
the condemned. The Governor, denounced by Saint Nicholas for his
wrong doing, repented and begged for forgiveness.

Witnessing this remarkable event were three military officers, who
were sent to Phrygia by the emperor Constantine to put down a
rebellion. They did not suspect that soon they would also be compelled
to seek the intercession of Saint Nicholas. Evil men slandered them
before the emperor, and the officers were sentenced to death.
Appearing to Saint Constantine in a dream, Saint Nicholas called on
him to overturn the unjust sentence of the military officers.

He worked many other miracles, and struggled many long years at his
labor. Through the prayers of the saint, the city of Myra was rescued
from a terrible famine. He appeared to a certain Italian merchant and
left him three gold pieces as a pledge of payment. He requested him to

sail to Myra and deliver grain there. More than once, the saint saved

those drowning in the sea, and provided release from captivity and
imprisonment.

Having reached old age, Saint Nicholas peacefully fell asleep in the
Lord. His venerable relics were preserved incorrupt in the local
cathedral church and flowed with curative myrrh, from which many
received healing. In the year 1087, his relics were transferred to the
Italian city of Bari, where they rest even now (See May 9).

The name of the great saint of God, the hierarch and wonderworker
Nicholas, a speedy helper and suppliant for all hastening to him, is
famed in every corner of the earth, in many lands and among many
peoples. In Russia there are a multitude of cathedrals, monasteries and
churches consecrated in his name. There is, perhaps, not a single city
without a church dedicated to him.

The first Russian Christian prince Askold (+ 882) was baptized in 866
by Patriarch Photius (February 6) with the name Nicholas. Over the
grave of Askold, Saint Olga (July 11) built the first temple of Saint
Nicholas in the Russian Church at Kiev. Primary cathedrals were
dedicated to Saint Nicholas at I1zborsk, Ostrov, Mozhaisk, and Zaraisk.
At Novgorod the Great, one of the main churches of the city, the
Nikolo-Dvorischensk church, later became a cathedral.

Famed and venerable churches and monasteries dedicated to Saint
Nicholas are found at Kiev, Smolensk, Pskov, Toropetsa, Galich,
Archangelsk, Great Ustiug, Tobolsk. Moscow had dozens of churches
named for the saint, and also three monasteries in the Moscow diocese:
the Nikolo-Greek (Staryi) in the Chinese-quarter, the Nikolo-



Perervinsk and the Nikolo-Ugreshsk. One of the chief towers of the
Kremlin was named the Nikolsk.

Many of the churches devoted to the saint were those established at
market squares by Russian merchants, sea-farers and those who
traveled by land, venerating the wonderworker Nicholas as a protector
of all those journeying on dry land and sea. They sometimes received
the name among the people of “Nicholas soaked.”

Many village churches in Russia were dedicated to the wonderworker
Nicholas, venerated by peasants as a merciful intercessor before the
Lord for all the people in their work. And in the Russian land Saint
Nicholas did not cease his intercession. Ancient Kiev preserves the
memory about the miraculous rescue of a drowning infant by the saint.
The great wonderworker, hearing the grief-filled prayers of the parents
for the loss of their only child, took the infant from the waters, revived
him and placed him in the choir-loft of the church of Holy Wisdom
(Hagia Sophia) before his wonderworking icon. In the morning the
infant was found safe by his thrilled parents, praising Saint Nicholas
the Wonderworker.

Many wonderworking icons of Saint Nicholas appeared in Russia and
came also from other lands. There is the ancient Byzantine embordered
image of the saint, brought to Moscow from Novgorod, and the large
icon painted in the thirteenth century by a Novgorod master.

Two depictions of the wonderworker are especially numerous in the
Russian Church: Saint Nicholas of Zaraisk, portrayed in full-length,
with his right hand raised in blessing and with a Gospel (this image was

brought to Ryazan in 1225 by the future wife of Prince Theodore, the

Byzantine Princess Eupraxia, who perished in 1237 with her husband
and infant son during the incursion of Batu); and Saint Nicholas of
Mozhaisk, also in full stature, with a sword in his right hand and a city
in his left. This recalls the miraculous rescue of the city of Mozhaisk
from an invasion of enemies, through the prayers of the saint. It is
impossible to list all the grace-filled icons of Saint Nicholas, or to
enumerate all his miracles.

Saint Nicholas is the patron of travelers, and we pray to him for
deliverance from floods, poverty, or any misfortunes. He has promised
to help those who remember his parents, Theophanes and Nonna.
Saint Nicholas is also commemorated on May 9 (The transfer of his
relics) and on July 29 (his nativity).

In Italy, the relics of Saint Nicholas are in the Roman Catholic Basilica
of Saint Nicholas in Bari; and his left arm is in Saint Nicholas Roman
Catholic Church of Rimini.

In Russia, relics of Saint Nicholas are to be found in Christ the Savior
Cathedral in Moscow, and in the Saint Alexander Nevsky Lavra in St.
Petersburg.

The right hand of Saint Nicholas is in the church of Saint George the
New in Bucharest, Romania.

In Greece, portions of the Saint's relics are in the Monasteries of Saint
Nicholas Apo Bathia in Euboia, and Phaneromeng in Salaminos. A
piece of the Saint's left arm is in the Metropolitan church of VVolos. One

of the Saint's teeth is at Kalabryta Monastery in the Peloponnésos.



The Conception of the Most Holy Theotokos by Saint Anna

December 9
The righteous Joachim and Anna were childless for fifty years of their

married life. In their old age the Archangel Gabriel appeared to each
one of them separately, telling them that God had heard their prayers
and that they would give birth to a daughter, Mary. Then St. Anna
conceived by her husband and after nine months bore a daughter
blessed by God and by all generations of men: the Most-holy Virgin
Mary, the Theotokos.

Saints Joachim and Anna

St. Joachim was of the lineage of Judah and a descendant of King
David. Anna was the daughter of Matthan the priest, from the lineage
of Levi, as was Aaron the high priest. Matthan had three daughters:
Mary, Sophia and Anna. Mary married, lived in Bethlehem, and gave
birth to Salome; Sophia married, also lived in Bethlehem, and gave
birth to Elizabeth, the mother of St. John the Forerunner; Anna married
Joachim in Nazareth, and in old age gave birth to Mary, the Most-holy
Theotokos. Joachim and Anna had lived together in marriage for fifty

years, and yet had remained barren. They lived devoutly and quietly,

and of all their income they spent one third on themselves, distributed
one third to the poor and gave the other third to the Temple, and they
were well provided for. Once when in their old age they came to
Jerusalem to offer a sacrifice to God, the high priest Issachar
reprimanded Joachim, saying: “You are not worthy that a gift be
accepted from your hands, for you are childless.” Others, who had
children, pushed Joachim behind them as one unworthy. This greatly
grieved these two aged souls and they returned home in great sorrow.
Then the two of them fell down before God in prayer, that He work a
miracle with them as He once had with Abraham and Sarah, and give
them a child as a comfort in their old age. Then God sent His angel,
who announced to them the birth of “a daughter most-blessed, by whom
all nations on earth will be blessed and through whom the salvation of
the world will come.” Anna straightway conceived, and in nine month
gave birth to the Holy Virgin Mary. St. Joachim lived for eighty years
and Anna lived for seventy-nine, at which time they reposed in the
Lord.

Apolytikion

Against all hope, the bonds of barrenness are loosed today. For, God
has hearkened unto Joachim and Anna clearly promising that they
would bear a godly maiden. He who commanded the angel to cry out
to her, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you,” will be born of her,

the infinite One Himself, becoming man.



H XoAAnyn e Ayiog Avvng

(n Hovayio cuAlapfaverol pe Bovpaoto TpoOTo 6T, Aylo GTAGYYVA TNG
untépoag g, g Avvag)

IMa tov Pio g Aylag Avvag , Tng UNTépag T OeotdKo Kat “yloytdg”
Tov Xp1oTov, Yo TV Bowpacst cOAANYN TS OE0TOKOL EVa APEPOLLL
pe xeipeva kot moldég ewkdves. H ayio Avva, og oteipa mov
Bavpatovpyikd yévvnoe 6e moAL peydin niia, yopiler mTouddkio e
TOALG dtekva Cevydpia mov pe wiotn {ntovv tn Pondeld e Ag éyovpe
OAoL TNV ¥pn KoL TNV LAY TNG.

O BIOX THX ATTAX ANNAX

«Ovy domep Eva ov TikTelg ev AToug yopdav yop €voov Avva Kotiiog

0Epe» (Amo to Zuvacapt)
H Ayila ®conpoprtop Avvo avikel €1g ta lEpd TPOGMTO. To. OTOid
exkinoav va vanpetioovv 1 Bela PovAn g cwtmpiag TV
avOpoOTOV e T odpkmorn tov Ocob Adyov. Buyatépa tov Matbav
a6 ™ eVAN Agvi kot tng Mapiogc. Elxe 6v6 adehpéc, Tn Mapia, untépa
™™g Zoddung kot v Zofr, untépa g Elocafet, n omola yévvnoe
tov [Ipodpopo. H Avva fAOe eig yauov pe tov lookeiy, o omoiog
kataydtav amd T AR Tov lovda. Evoefeic kat ot 5v6 pe ofov Oco0.

[Ipocéyovv otn {on tovg Kot puOuilovy Tig TPAEELS TOVE GOUPOVE UE
to Ogio vopo. Zovv pe taneivoon oty aedvelo. H apetn dumg 660 ki
oV OKETOOON amd Tn HETPLOPPOGUV YIVETOL QOVEPT, OTMG POVEPO
YIVETOL KOl TO 0OPOTO ApoUe TOL AovAovdiov. H mapddoorn upog
TANpoeopel ywoo TNV KOTOKioL TOLG, OTL NTav €KEl KOVTO OTNV
koAvpupnOpa g Bnbecdd ota lepocdivpa. ‘Etor 1 Avva giye kovtd

NG Yol vaL tkovomotel Tn iyl tng Woyng g pe ) Aatpeio Tov ®gov 10

Noo6 tov [epocordumv, Tov omoiov, GALOL, Y10, VO TOV OTOANDCOVY
énpene va EABoVV pe KomaoTiko Ta&eidt and pokpud. AAAG to (evyog
loakeip kot Avva dev glyov moudld Kot to SOPO TOV ATEKVOV OEV
€ywvovto dektd oto Nad. Mn @épovtag, Tn VIPOn avTh TG 0TEKVIOG
n Ayio Avvo emoAdpknoe palv pe tov loakeip to Opovo g Oeiog
dwpeds. IMolopkia dud mpocevyng emipovog, Bepun| eni ypovia, pio
oAoKANpT o1 Tpocevyn|, dtkainv avlpodrmv. O ovpavig OU®S GLOTA.
[Towog yvopiler ywati; «Tiwg yap €yveo vodv Kvpiov;» Ilotog givan €1g
0éov va yvopilel ta avelepevvnra kpipata Tov Oeob; H Avva kavel
tépa «To yevwnoopevov d0TOV 6ot TPOGAEMUEVY. AV HE AELDOCELS VO
yYive intépa, To madi mov o pov ddong Ba To TPocPEPMLLE EYD Kot O
lookeip apiépopo oe éva Bgé pov. O ovpavog eEakorovbel va un
Sidetl amdvtnon. H Osio fovAn €xel 10 6016 g, Ot dikaor dpwg
dokwalovtat. Agv ameimiCovtat, obte yoyyvlovv. Kt 6tav ¢bBdvovv
GTNV NAIKIO TOV YNPOTOC KO LOPOIVETOL 1] EATIO0 KOl TOTE TOPOUEVOLY
d0vA0L TOL B0V pe Vot 6To BEANUG Tov. H mavooeia tov o0,
dokalovtag tnv vropovny TV owkainy, etoludlel €pyo Bovpoaoto.
[Ipoetopdlel tov matépo Kot TV pNTépo TS UNTéPAG 0L B0,
Apnver tov looakeip kot v Avva va 60Kipnacobv «mg xpucdc ev
YOVELTNPI®» Yo Vo avaderyfodv «ebypnota oKevdT ELEOVE), LE TO
omoia. okevn, ¢ Opyava 0o oamepyacHn o Oedc T copia TOL
avOpomivov yévoug. O Begdg dev eivan mpoocwmoinmne. To (evyog
looaxeip kor Avvo e&gléyn g koA pilo mov Oa dworn to Havuactd
PBAaoto g mapbeviag, Oyt St dAhov Adyov, oA YApLS GTNV VIEPOYN
NG aPETNG Kat TG evaePeiog Tovg Kot yivovtat pe Bovpaostd tpomo o

mpokeympnuéEv nAkia yoveic. «Edet yap v tov ®gobd dppactov Kot


https://www.vimaorthodoxias.gr/tags/tag/%cf%80%ce%b1%ce%bd%ce%b1%ce%b3%ce%af%ce%b1

ocvykatafoTiknyy  Gapkmowy  mpogwomomdnvar  tolg  Bavpactvy.
‘Empene, ypaoet 0 1€pedg AapocKNnVOg, 11 GVYKATAPAGIS Tov g0l va
yivn avBpomog va Eexvion pe to Badpo. H oteipa kot yepdviieoa
Avva yiveton untépa. Kot moiov tékvou puntépa! Edwoay o loakeip kot
N Avva, ©¢ 0 TAéov KaAAikapmog PAacTOG Tov avBpmmivov dEvopov,
TOV ©OPOLOTEPO KAPTO, TOL OTOIOL 1 YAPIS Kol 1 VWO EQEPE TOV
ovpavo ot yn. «Q paxdpov Cevyog lookeip kot Avva Oviog
TOVAYPAVTOV, OVOQ®VEL 0 1EPAS TAAMY ACUAGKNVOG, EK TOV KOPTOV TNG
KOWMag, VUOV eneyvdGONTE. .. Kol eapEcTOS Kol a&img TG £§ VUMV
teybeiong emoAtehoocher. Kot cuveyilet: «Evomov cag, o pokapio
ocvQuyio gtvor vdypemg OAn 1 dnuovpyio dOTL O PECOL GOg
TPOGEPEPEV €15 TOV ANUOVPYOV dDPOV AVEKTIUNTOV, UNTEPO GEUVNY,
a&lav eketvov mov v éktice. 'Exete o mpoteia avapesa 6toug eiloug
To0v Bg0l, wg mpdyovol Tov Paciéms TV PaCIAE®V, MG LVGTIKOV
Onocavpopurdkiov g pakopiog  Tpradogy. Otav MABe o
TPOGOOPICUEVOC KOpOC, 0 lmoakein kat 1 Avvo QEPOVY «TO OEKTOV
dmpov tovg» 6t0 Nao tov Kvpiov. Tnpodv tnv Vol «amod®cElg Tm
Kvpio tog guydc 6ov» Kol EKTANPOVOVY TO TAUN TPOCPEPOVTIS TNV
piet] Ouyatépa toug aQEpopo €1 Tov Oedv. H mapddocic
mAnpoopei 611 M Beompopntop Avva amébave 1 nAkioy 69 etdv Kot
o loaxeip 80. H Ocotoroc rav 11 etddv dtav Epeve opeavi Kot amd
Tovg dvd yoveic e, Bpiokotav axdun oto Naod tov [epocoiduwmy.

Y1ov goptootikd kKukAo g Opboddéov Exkincioag pog n Ayia Avva
éxel plo Wwaitepa Tuntiky Béom. Tpeig popég to ypodvo eoptdleTor 1
pvfiun tg: o) Ztig 9 LenrepPpiov, pald pe tov Ogompondropa loaxei,

mv emopévn tov yevebiov g ®egotdkov, Yoo va Tiumbovv ot

yvevvntopeg ¢ Yrepayiag Mntpog tov Kvpiov, B) Ztic 9 Aekepfpiov
eoptaletat «m mop’ eATid0 GOAANYICH, TG Ayiog Avvng, Kot y) X1ig 25
IovAiov goptaletal  ocia Koiunoig tg. ASOV ONUEIMGE®MS eival OTL
€1 10 Ayov Opog, to meptPort, 6mmg Aéyetat, tng [avayiog Exet kot
Ayio Avva pilo Egyopiot] 0éon Tyne. Xto Gvopd tng TWATOL 1
peyolvtepn kot apyotdtepn exel Xxntn. ApBuet 50 mepimov aoKkNnTIKES
KaAOPeg, o de Kvuplakd, mov givar peyorompenécotatoc Naodg mukvé
ayloypaenuévog sival aplepopévos ot [oyd, Ommg youdevtikd
amoKoAoVV ot aylopeiteg v Ayio Avva. Zto Kvplokd g Xxnng
QuAdcoeTal  avektiuntog Onooavpdg TO  oplotepd  TOS NG
Beompopntopog, €ig o v lepd Movy Kovthovpovsiov puidcoetaon
0AOKAN P 1 KVIUN TOL 8e&100 T0d10V. To lepd avtd Asiyavo alumbnke
Vo TPOCKLVAGEL 0 Aodg g Avywielog to 1982, oOtav tovTO
petexopicOn otov Ilepd Naod Ayia Avvng Atyiov 614 mpockvvnua. O
motog tov Kvplov Aadg miotedel 0Tl peydAn eivor n SOHvoulg tov
TPOGEVYDV TNG PPePoKpaTOVONG TV UNTEPA TOL INcov Xpiotov Ayiog
Avvng Kot 016 ToVTO KUTAPEVYEL OTI UEGLTELD TNG KOl OTIG TPOGEVYES
g, ot omoiot €ibe va okemdalovv Kol Tov YpAaeovTo T0 TapoV, KoM
KOl TO TEKVO TOV TO KOTO GOpKoL KOt TO KATA TVED AL AV,

Ewovoypaeio: O aocmacudg tov Oconatdpwv otny Movni g Xdpag.
v Op00d0én eiovoypa@ikn Tapdooon to 0Eua g ZVAARYE®S TG
®e0TOKOV TOUPIGTAVETUL UE TOV EVOYKUAIGUO KOL TOV OGTOCUO TMV
yovéov g IlopBévov. H mapdotoon mpoépyetor oamd 1O
[Ipotevayyéiio ,cOpe®va pe To omoio 1 Avva 6tav €10€ EpYOUEVO TOV

loaxeip ” €dpape kot expepdodn e1g Tov Tpayniov cwtod Aéyovsa.Nov



oida 6t1 0 KOplog 0 ®edg nuAOYNGE EP oPOOPO. ... KOL 1] UTEKVOG €V
yootpi Aqyopot.”

Eoptoloyikod mepiexopevo mg eoptig-Zovasaplo.

SOUE®VO LE TO TPOaL®VIO 6Y€d10 Tov Be0h, 0 omoiog emtbvovoe va
ETOWUACEL £VOL TAVOYVO KOTOIKNTNPLO Y10 VO KOTACKNVAOGEL nall pe
toug avBpmmove, dev emetpann otov lwaxeip kot v Avwa va
amoKT GOV amoyovovs. Kot ot dvo elyav ¢bdoel oe mpoywpnuévn
niwcio ko etyav petvel oteipot — cvpforilovrag v avBpdTvy evon,
otpePropévn kot amoénpapévn omd 10 Pépog TG apapTiog Kot Tov
BavdTov -, dev €mavcav ®GTOGO VO, ToPakaAoOV Tov Bed vo Tovg
ATpdoEL amd To Oveldog g atekviag. Otav MABe o TANpoUa TOov
xPOVOV, 0 Bedc £otethe Tov Apyayyero I'afpm otov lmakeip mov giye
arocvpBel 6e éva fouvo kot oty Avva mov Bpnvodoe v dvoTuyia
NG GTOV KNTO TOVG, Y10 VO TOVG avayYEiAeL OTL EMPOKELTO GUVTOUO VO
ekmAnp®body 610 TPOSOTO TOVG Ol TWAAML TpoenTeieg Kot 6Tl Oa
YEVVOUOOY TEKVO OV TPooplloTtav va kotaotel n avbevtikr Kifmtog
mg kawvng Awbnkng, n Oglo KAipa&, n aeiextogc Bdrtog, 1o
adatountov Opog, o Lovtavog Naog émov Oa katoikovse 0 AOYOC TOV
Oeov . Tnv muépa avtn, pe v oOAnyn g Ayiag Avwng,
tepuatiletar  otepdTTa TNG OVOpDTIVIG PHONC, TTOL YWpictnke amd
Tov ®ed d10 Tov DavdTov: Kot pe TV VIEP VOV TEKVOTOINGT QLTHG
mov glye peivel oteipa €m¢ v NAkio Kotd TV omoia dev Hmopovv
TAEOV PUCLOAOYIKA VO, TEKVOTOMMGOLV Ol YUVOIKEG, 0 Oedg aviyyeihe
kot emPePfaince o TAEOV VIEPELEG Dada TG AGTOPOV GLAAYE®MG
KOl TNV OUOUOV YEVVAGE®S TOv XPloToh amd To GTAGYYXVO TNG

Yrepayiag @sotoxov kot AsumapOévov Mapiag. [Tapdtt eyevvin amd

Osia emépPoon, n [Hovayio TpoAfe amd GOAAYN HEC® GUVEVPEGEMG
avOPOG KO YOVOIKOG KATH TOVG VOLOVG TG avOpdTTIvNg 00N LOG, TNG
TEMTOKVIOG Kot décpog g @Bopdg kot tov Oavdatov petd To
mpomatopiko apdaptnua (PA. Tév. 3,16) . Tkevog ekhoync, Tipog Naog
OV TPOETOIOGE 0 Bedg PO TOV UIDVOV, 1| O0TOKOG gival | TAEOV
ayvY] Kot TEAEWD avTITPOGOTOG TG avOpmmoOTTOGS, 0ALd OV PpioKeTan
€KTOG NG KOWNG KANPOVOUING KOl TOV GUVETELOV TOL OUOPTI|LLOTOC
TOV TPOTOTALCTOV. AKPIPDS OTMG EMPETE, Yo VO LG AVTPADGEL O
Xp1o106 0o T0 KPATOS TOv Havdtov 810 Tov ekovciov Xtavpikod Tov
Bavazov (BA. EBp. 2,14), va yivetr o capkwbeig Adyog tov ®eol dpotog
He Tov avOpmmo GTo TAVTO TANV TG OpLapTios, e&icov amapaitnto oy
n Mntépa Tov, ota omAdyyva g omoiag 0 Adyog Tov g0l eviddnke
pe v ovlpomvn odpka, vo givor oe kdbe T Opow pe g,
vrokeipevn oy eBopd Kot otov Bavato, pn Toyov Kot BempnBel 6t N
AvTpon ko Zotnpio dev LG apopovV AmoAVTOS Kol €€ OAOKAN POV,
gUGg tov amoyovovg tov Adau. H Ocotokoc e€eléyn petald tov
YOVOIKGV Oyl TUYXoim T Tpdnm, aAAG Yol o Ogdg giye mpoPAdyet
mpoaloving 61t o ftav oe BEon va dtopvidéel Tereimg TV ayvoTnTd
g dote vo Tov dexlel péoa g . Kot evéd cuvelnebn kot yevvnonke
omm¢ 6ot pag, aimbnke va kataotel katd odpko Mntépa tov Y100 tov @goh
Kot katd Tvedpa untépa OV pag. IAvkotatn kot uiedomiayyvos, eival o
0éom va peottedel VIEP NUAOV EVOTIOV TOL Y100 NG, MGTE VO oG XOPIoEL
Exetvog to péya éleog. Akpipag onmg o Kdprog nuov Incovg Xpiotodc ivat o
Kapmog ¢ moapbeviag g, M Ymepayio ®eotdkog MTOV KOPTOS TNG
cOPPocvVNG ToL lwaxeip kot g Avvag. AkorovBdvtag avtny v 0806 g
ayvOTTOG Kot gULElC, LOVOOl Kot GOPPOVEG YPLGTLOVOL, KAVOLLLE VO, YevvnOel

KOl V0L LEYOADGEL LEGOL LG 0 ZOTNPOG XP1oTOC.



Ay10¢c Xrvupiomv 0 Oavpnatovpyoc

O dywg Zmopidwv (270-348) yevvnOnke xor énoe ot Kompo
AoK®VTAG TO eMAyYEAU TOV Pookol. OAryoypdppatoc, amidg GToug
TPOTOVG, TANEWVOG, TPAoS, evapetoc. [lotdm aveEdvtinto g aydmng
(aydmng peibpov un Kkevoouevov), @IAOEEVOG, TPOGTATNG TV XNPOV Kol
TOV TTOYOV, ToPNYopld Tov OAupévey, aveéikakog aAld Kol Tnyn
TV Boopdtov. ZOUEOVE LE 1GTOPIKES LOPTLPIEG ETIUATO Kol OTOV
Covoe m¢ Bavpatovpyods. 'Hrav Eyyoapog kat giye pid kopn, tnv Eipnvn.
Otav xoymbnke n obluydg tov EPOHVTIcE TIEPLGGOTEPO TO Pio NG
apemc. Onwg ypdoet o Proypdeog tov Zvpemv o Metappaotig (P.G,
116, 417-468) «eiye {OYPOPIGUEVES GTOV EAVTO TOV OAEC TIG APETEDY.

Otav kowndnke o enickomog g uikpng morewe Tpywbodvrog, Tov
Bpioketon petald Aevkmoiog Kot Appoy®oTov, 01 TGTOl OUOPOVA TOV
kéAecav va yiver Eniokondg tove. Qg enickomog dev ailate t ({on
Tov. PpovTile T0 KOMAOL TV DMV TOV, AGYOAEITO UE TIC YEWPYIKEG

gpyocieg, opovoe ta 1Ol PTOYIKA povya Kol Tov {610 6KoLEOo amd

mAeypéEva povikoLALa. Koundnke og nhkio 78 etdv gipnvikd otig
12 AekepPpiov Tov 348 kot evragidotnke oty Tppvbovvra. Tlepi ta
TEAN TOL 60V Ol AOY® emdpoung PopPfdpmv TOo Ashyovo TOV
petaxopiotnke omv Kov/An. Metd mmv dloon g [1oAng
petapépbnke oty Hrepo kot 1o 1456 p. X. oty Képkvpa. Ao to
1589 evamotédnke otov em’ ovopati Tov vad OmOv KOl THPOLEVEL,
«ad1apBopoy» datnpdvTag TV ELACTIKOTNTA TOV OEPUATOG TOV, HECH
oe moAbTun Adpvoka cvveyilovrog Tic Bavpatovpyikéc Bepomeies.
Am6 1o Aetyavo tov Aeinet To de€10 y€pt, To omoio BpickeTon otn Poun.
To mMBog tov Bavpdtov tov avoeépst o Proypdoog tov UE
AEMTOUEPELEC.

®a avapepBode ota yeyovota Kot ta BodpoTo Tov... avagépovtal
GTO ATOALTIKIO TOV.

a. « Tng ovvédov g TpATNG avadeiydng vaépprayocy.

O dylog Zmupidwv dev eiye KoTtd KOGLOV co@ia, NTaV OpmG 0e0popog.
Exweito and 10 Ayio Ilveduo ko ftav {nAotmg g opbodo&ov
wiotewe. Eni g emoyng tov cvvekAnn n A” Ow. Xdvodog yio vo
KATOOIKAGEL TOV ApELo ov dev dexoTav 0Tl 0 Y10¢ glvat 0poovolog e
tov Tlotépa aArd pévo éva  ktiopo  (Onuovpynua). Eiyxov
ovykevipmOel tote o1 318 Oeodpot TTatépeg mov ToALOL 0O AW TOVC
NoaV KATOYO1 TNG PIAOGOQIKNG TALOELNG TNG ETOYNS. AVAEGO TOVG KO
0 amAdg Xmupidwv mov Ogv giyxe oVTE gLEPASELR, OVTE PNTOPIKN
deWwOTNTO, OOTE VO UTOPECEL VO OTAVTNGEL GTOVG GOPLOTIKODG
GLALOYIGLOVG KOl TOLG KOUWYOVG KOl YAQPLPOLG AdYoVG TV avtifeTmv
apetikadv. Elye pdévo v apetq ko m Ocgio Xdpn. [dwitepa

SlKPIVOTAY YloL TNV ELYAMTTIOL TOV KOl TO TEPITEXVA TEYVACUOTO



KAmo10¢ pNTopag mov mapovsiale TNV amdtn Tov Apegiov @g ophn
ddackaAio.

Tov mincioce 6 aylog kKot 0EAnce va tov pAnoet. Tote emevéPnoav ot
aAdot [Tatépeg mov yvapilav Ty amTadELoio TOL Kot TNV AmA0TKOTNTA
Tov Kot Tov gUmodiiav. O dylog Oumg dev Tovg AKOLGE YTl iYE TO
o010 TOov Yl TV amddelEn g aAnbelag. Aoy piAnce cuvtopa
exbétovtog v opBddoln ddacKaiio KpATMOVTAS GTO OPLGTEPO TOVL
¥épt Eva kepapidt Kot kévovtag pe 1o ekl Tov 1o omnueio Tov GTEPOL
eine: «E1g 10 dvopa tov Ilotpogy. Tote gidav OAot va avePaivel mpodg
T TV 1 POTLE, 1 ool Eymoe 1o kepapidl. «Kot tov Yio0u» cuvéyice
o dyog. Tote érpele mpdg ta kKatw 10 vepd e To omoio Lupdbnke 1
Adomn tov kepopdov. «Kor tov Ayiov Ilvedpatogy ocvvéyioe kon
Gvol&e To €t ToL Kot £5€1EE TO YMUA LE TO 0010 KOTACKEVAGTNKE TO
KePApIoL.

Me 1o Badpo Tov kepoudon Epevay EkmAnktotl 6Aol. To éva kepapiot
Qoaveépwve Tov éva Oegd kar ta Tpia otoryeion Tov T TPio OHOOLGLO
npocwna g Ayiog Tpradoc.

«O1 enioKOTOL EMEGTPEY OV GTIG ETAPYIES TOVG, A1GHAVOUEVOL OEPAVTT
ayaAAioon yio Ty Vikn, ekTAnTTopevol 0md To Badpo kot do&dlovtog
Tov 0¢0...0 avtokpaTopas, EKTANKTOC Tiunce Ue Eex®PloTég TIUEG TOV
Gy1o Zropidwvoy. Me 1o Boduo avTo £yve «OTEPUAYOCH TNG THOTEMG,

B. « 610 veKkpa oV &V TAQ® TPOSP®VEISH.

Katd 10 ¥pdvo g amovsiog tov ayiov Zmvpidowva ot Nikoto yio Tic
gpyaoieg g Xvvodov Eapvika anefimoe 1 k6pn Tov Eiprvn, n omoia
Lovoe g povayr. O dylog pe vropovn Kot Koptepia TEpAce Tn AV

Tov anoywpicpov. Otav yopioe otV emokonn Tov NABe o yvvaiko

TOAD ADTNUEVT] KOl TOV avAQEPE OTL £3MCE 5T KOPT TOV, 0TV {OVOE,
€va TOAOTIHO YPLGO KOGUNUA Y10, VoL TG TO LAGEEL O dylog yose pe
KkG0e empédeln Kabe onpeio Tov omTION TG KOP™MG TOV OAAGL dEV TO
Bpnike Tovbevd.

[IMye 10t€ O0TOV TAQO TNG KO GAV Vo NTav {®VTOV TG POVOEE:
«Epnvn, ayamnpévo pov t€kvo, mov PpioKETOL TO KOGUNUO TTOV GOV
£dmwoav va to QUAGEEIS;». Exelvn apéong , cav va Evmvnoe amd KAmolo
ehaepd vmvo eime: «Ilatépa pov, To KOG TO EY® ToToETUEVO GTO
Téoe pépog tov omtovy. O dylog pmpootd otnv EkmTAnEn TV
TOPEVPICKOUEVOV, GOV Vo NTav KOpLog tng Long katl tov Boavdrtov,
dwped mov mpe amd tov Xp1oTd, diétase v Kopn Tov: « Kownoov
a0 TOPO KOPT LoV, MG TOTE TOV 0 KOS Agondtng, o Incovg Xpiotog,
0a oe avaotoet poli pe 6AOVS KAt TNV KOWN avAGTAGT)».

Y. «KO1 6@V €1G 1pGOVV neTEPAAESH.

‘Evag mhpntoyoc yewpyds, yvowotdg tov ayiov, katépuye o€ €va
TA0OG10 TOL &iye yepdteg TIg amofnkec Tov ortdpt {nrdvtag va
doveloTel, ue v vocyeoT TG EMGOTPoPns. O TAOVG10G TOV gime OTL
xopic yprpato dgv Oa Emaipve OOTE TN GKIAL TOV GTELPLOL TOL GLTOPLOD.
O kabuévoc €mece G€ AmOYVMOT] KOl KATEPLYE GTOV KOO Oncavpo Tmv
PTOY®V, TOV Ay10 Zrupidwva. AVToc Tov oTHPIEE UE To AOYL0 TOV KoL
ToV elme va mepuéverl péypt v endpevn puépa. Iqye tote omitt Tov Ko
ToV €000E vo, ¥puad Popd avtikeipevo o omoio Oa to £dve evEXELPO
6ToV TAOVG10 Y1 Vo TAPEL To Grtdpt Tov ypetalotav. Etot kot éywve. O
OTOYOG TNPE TOAD C1TAPL £0pEye TNV OIKOYEVELR TOV KOl ECTELPE TAL

yopaeo Tov. H codeld ntov 1000 mhodole dote £dmM0E GTOV TAOVGLO



TO GLTAPL OV TOV YPWOTOVGE KOl THPE MIGM® TO EVEXEPO TO OMOI0
EMEGTPEYE GTOV AY10.

Tote 0 dyloc Tov gine: «Eha tdpa, ddEAPE OV, VO, TO AT0ODCOVUE OO
KOwoU 6” AvTtdv oL amd OryAmn Ko EVGTAAYVIO GOV TO OAVEIGE Kol GE
dtevkorvvey. Tov mpe poli Tov 68 éva UIKPO KATO Kol OOV
mpoceLYNONKe oto Oed denoe KAT® TO YPLGO AVTIKEILEVO TOL EYIve
apécns eidt {ovtavo mov cipbnke oTo £30(OC Kol TYE OTN POAA
tov. [t «6P1g 0 YpLCGOG NVY.

0. «kol gv TO péAmewv 1o ayiog oov guyds, Ayyéhovg Eoyec
GUALELTOVPYOVVTUS GOLY.

Kdémote o dylog Zmupidwv mnye 6to vao yio va Kavel tov Eonepvo. Agv
vIpYE OU®G Aadc. Mdvo ot veokdpot kot ot fonbot. O dylog tovg gine
Vo aviyouy KavTnilo TEpIesotepa amd 0Tt cuvndmg avapovv. O idtog
otdfnke pmpootd otnv Ayia Tpdanela avapoVOVIOS To « €pnvn
woow. Enedn opmg 6ev vanpye o Aadg Yo va SMCEL TV AmivInem
aKOVGTNKE OO TOV OVPAVO POVT TOAADY LLPLAS®Y IOV UVILPAOVCE:
«Kat to mvedpatt covn. H govi ftav povsikototn Kot movopuovia,
dev éuowle pe ovOpomivn. Kot 6tav o d1dKog eKQmvodoe To «
ELPNVIKO» TOV EML0cE POPOG Kot 3E0¢ YTl dicovye To « KOpie ehéncovy
a0 TIG 0yyeAKEC pvEG. H mavapuovia avth v akovyotoy kot EEm
amd 10 vao. ITodhoi étpelav pe @oPo kot Bovpocud vo dovv Ti
cupPaivel. MoMg umnkav 6év eidav Tapd ovo Tov Gylo Kot Tov 1Ko
LE TOVG AlyOLG TTIGTOVG, TTOL KL 0LTol EAeyay OTL Ogv glyav Oel Kavéva,
drovo OU®S emvn oL Toug YéLe Bela ayarriaon. Etotl PAémopue tov

aylo Zrupidova va Tedel TV axolovbio ( péEATEW TOg ayiog cov evydc)

He  OLAAEITOLPYOLG  TOvg  ayyéAAoug  ( ayyéhovg  €oYEC
GLALELITOVPYOHVTAG).

Kot onpepa cuveyilet ta Badpata Tov o dyog. « O Bovpatovpyodg kov
té0vnie Zmupidwv, Tov Bavuatovpysiv ovk €Anéev eioéty Aéve ot
otiyor tov cvvatapiov. And. O Bavpatovpydg EZmvpidov, ov Kot

méBave, dev Emavoe Kot Tdpa va Bavpatovpyei».

St. Spyridon the Wonderworker and Bishop of Tremithus

Saint Spyridon of Tremithus was born towards the end of the third
century on the island of Cyprus. He was a shepherd, and had a wife and
children. He used all his substance for the needs of his neighbors and
the homeless, for which the Lord rewarded him with a gift of
wonderworking. He healed those who were incurably sick, and cast out
demons. After the death of his wife, during the reign of Constantine
the Great (306-337), he was made Bishop of Tremithus, Cyprus. As a
bishop, the saint did not alter his manner of life, but combined pastoral

service with deeds of charity.



According to the witness of Church historians, Saint Spyridon
participated in the sessions of the First Ecumenical Council in the year
325. At the Council, the saint entered into a dispute with a Greek
philosopher who was defending the Arian heresy. The power of Saint
Spyridon’s plain, direct speech showed everyone the importance of
human wisdom before God’s Wisdom: “Listen, philosopher, to what I
tell you. There is one God Who created man from dust. He has ordered
all things, both visible and invisible, by His Word and His Spirit. The
Word is the Son of God, Who came down upon the earth on account of
our sins. He was born of a Virgin, He lived among men, and suffered
and died for our salvation, and then He arose from the dead, and He has
resurrected the human race with Him. We believe that He is one in
essence (consubstantial) with the Father, and equal to Him in authority
and honor. We believe this without any sly rationalizations, for it is
impossible to grasp this mystery by human reason.”

As a result of their discussion, the opponent of Christianity became the
saint’s zealous defender and later received holy Baptism. After his
conversation with Saint Spyridon, the philosopher turned to his
companions and said, “Listen! Until now my rivals have presented their
arguments, and | was able to refute their proofs with other proofs. But
instead of proofs from reason, the words of this Elder are filled with
some sort of special power, and no one can refute them, since it is
impossible for man to oppose God. If any of you thinks as | do now, let
him believe in Christ and join me in following this man, for God

Himself speaks through his lips.”

At this Council, Saint Spyridon displayed the unity of the Holy Trinity
in a remarkable way. He took a brick in his hand and squeezed it. At
that instant fire shot up from it, water dripped on the ground, and only
dust remained in the hands of the wonderworker. “There was only one
brick,” Saint Spyridon said, “but it was composed of three elements. In
the Holy Trinity there are three Persons, but only one God.”

The saint cared for his flock with great love. Through his prayers,
drought was replaced by abundant rains, and incessant rains were
replaced by fair weather. Through his prayers the sick were healed and
demons cast out. A woman once came up to him with a dead child in
her arms, imploring the intercession of the saint. He prayed, and the
infant was restored to life. The mother, overcome with joy, collapsed
lifeless. Through the prayers of the saint of God, the mother was
restored to life. Another time, hastening to save his friend, who had
been falsely accused and sentenced to death, the saint was hindered on
his way by the unanticipated flooding of a stream. The saint
commanded the water: “Halt! For the Lord of all the world commands
that you permit me to cross so that a man may be saved.” The will of
the saint was fulfilled, and he crossed over happily to the other shore.
The judge, apprised of the miracle that had occurred, received Saint
Spyridon with esteem and set his friend free. Similar instances are
known from the life of the saint. Once, he went into an empty church,
and ordered that the lampadas and candles be lit, and then he began the
service. When he said, “Peace be unto all,” both he and the deacon
heard from above the resounding of “a great multitude of voices saying,

“And with thy spirit.” This choir was majestic and more sweetly



melodious than any human choir. To each petition of the litanies, the
invisible choir sang, “Lord, have mercy.” Attracted by the church
singing, the people who lived nearby hastened towards it. As they got
closer and closer to the church, the wondrous singing filled their ears
and gladdened their hearts. But when they entered into the church, they
saw no one but the bishop and several church servers, and they no
longer heard the singing which had greatly astonished them.”

Saint Simeon Metaphrastes (November 9), the author of his Life,
likened Saint Spyridon to the Patriarch Abraham in his hospitality.
Sozomen, in his CHURCH HISTORY, offers an amazing example
from the life of the saint of how he received strangers. One time, at the
start of the Forty-day Fast, a stranger knocked at his door. Seeing that
the traveller was very exhausted, Saint Spyridon said to his daughter,
“Wash the feet of this man, so he may recline to dine.” But since it was
Lent there were none of the necessary provisions, for the saint “partook
of food only on certain days, and on other days he went without food.”
His daughter replied that there was no bread or flour in the house. Then
Saint Spyridon, apologizing to his guest, ordered his daughter to cook
a salted ham from their larder. After seating the stranger at table, he
began to eat, urging that man to do the same. When the latter refused,
calling himself a Christian, the saint rejoined, “It is not proper to refuse
this, for the Word of God proclaims, “Unto the pure all things are pure”
(Titus 1:15). Another historical detail reported by Sozomen, was
characteristic of the saint. It was his custom to distribute one part of the
gathered harvest to the destitute, and another portion to those having

need while in debt. He did not take a portion for himself, but simply

showed them the entrance to his storeroom, where each could take as
much as was needed, and could later pay it back in the same way,
without records or accountings. There is also the tale by Socrates
Scholasticus about how robbers planned to steal the sheep of Saint
Spyridon. They broke into the sheepfold at night, but here they found
themselves all tied up by some invisible power. When morning came
the saint went to his flock, and seeing the tied-up robbers, he prayed
and released them. For a long while he advised them to leave their path
of iniquity and earn their livelihood by respectable work. Then he made
them a gift of a sheep and sending them off, the saint said kindly, “Take
this for your trouble, so that you did not spend a sleepless night in vain.”
All the Lives of the saint speak of the amazing simplicity and the gift
of wonderworking granted him by God. Through a word of the saint
the dead were awakened, the elements of nature tamed, the idols
smashed. At one point, a Council had been convened at Alexandria by
the Patriarch to discuss what to do about the idols and pagan temples there.
Through the prayers of the Fathers of the Council all the idols fell down except
one, which was very much revered. It was revealed to the Patriarch in a vision
that this idol had to be shattered by Saint Spyridon of Tremithus. Invited by
the Council, the saint set sail on a ship, and at the moment the ship touched
shore and the saint stepped out on land, the idol in Alexandria with all its
offerings turned to dust, which then was reported to the Patriarch and all the
bishops. Saint Spyridon lived his earthly life in righteousness and sanctity,
and prayerfully surrendered his soul to the Lord. His relics repose on the island
of Corfu (Kerkyra), in a church named after him (His right hand, however, is
located in Rome).

His memory is also celebrated on Cheesefare Saturday.



' 7,*;” Let Every Day Be Christmas "&-‘,t “

Ascension Church Pandemic
Appeal Offering

Christmas is forever, not for just one day,

for loving, sharing, giving, are not to put away Thank you foryour'egntriblfiofto Ascension

& like bells and lights and tinsel, in some box upon a shelf. ) Church during thése unprecdehted timesfglT _g

The good you do for others is good you do yourself SUpporig greatiagpredigted and ilihelp \
maintain our Colmpunity as it belongs to each of
us. All donatiofissare tax=deductible te the extenjt'_
Peace on Earth, good will to men,

kind thoughts and words of cheer, /
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are things we should use often s Ul || ,
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and not just once a year. _ “
Remember too the Christ-child, grew up to be a man; ‘
e
to hide him in a cradle, is not our dear Lords plan. g “
7 So keep the Christmas spirit,share it with others far and near, &

from week to week and month to month, throughout the entire year!
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