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Sunday, January 10, 2021
Sunday After Theophany

Light a Candle & Say a Prayer at
Ascension Church, Fairview, NJ

“I am the light of the world;
he who follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

To light a candle, please click the link below
and after you select the candle(s)

Owovpevikov Iatpropyeiov that you would like us to light and before pressing the
Iepd Mntoomohg Néug Ispoeng "Place Order" button,
E)»M]wmh o) 9065057] Emt)nqoioc please submit the names of your loved ones,
those who are alive and/or those

OEIAY ANAAHWEQX who have departed this life.

®EPBIOY NEAY IEPEZEHE Your candles will be lit at the next Liturgy or service.
EBAOMAAIAIO AEATIO Thank you and God bless!

ENHMEPQYXHX

http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/

Rev. Christos L. Pappas, Protopresbyter


http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/

HPOI'PAMMAAKOAOYOIQN

Kvpwxkn, 10 Iavovapiov, 2021

Meta to PoTo

9:00 m.u. — 11:30 m.p. Apyiepatiky Ocio Agitovpyia

ano tov Emickomo Mnociag Amoorolo

2:00 p.u. Ayracudog oo
(Yacht Club - 541 River Road, Edgewater, N.J.)

Agvtépa, 11 lavovapiov, 2021

20000106 Ocrog Kowoprapymg, Oorog Birdiiog
9:00 m.p. — 10:30 7. Opbpog, Ocio Acttovpyia

Tpitn, 12 lavovapiov, 2021

6:00 p.p. — [Mopdaxinon

Teraptn, 13 Ilavovapiov, 2021

EXinviko Zyoigio — Aiadiktoakny oidackaiio

Hopoockevn, 15 lavovapiov, 2021

EZiqviko Zyoleio - Aradiktvakij didackaiia

Kvpuwoxn, 17 lavovapiov, 2021

Avtoviog 0 Méyag

8:30 m.w. — 11:30 m.p. Opbpog, Ocia Asttovpyio

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday, January 10, 2021

Sunday after Epiphany
9:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
Presiding His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia

2:00 p.m. Blessing of the Waters at
(Yacht Club - 541 River Road, Edgewater, N.J.)

Monday, January 11, 2021
Theodosios the Cenobiarch, Vitalis of Gaza
9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Tuesday January 12, 2021
6:00 p.m. Paraklisis

Wednesday January 13, 2021
Greek School Virtual Teaching

Friday, January 15, 2021
Greek School Virtual Teaching

Sunday, January 17, 2021
Anthony the Great
8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy




Prokeimenon. Mode 1.
Psalm 32.22,1
Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 4:7-13
BRETHREN, grace was given to each of us according to the
measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, "When he
ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts
to men." (in saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but
that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth?
He who descended is he who also ascended far above all the
heavens, that he might fill all things.) And his gifts were that
some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the

stature of the fullness of Christ.

Mpokeipevov. 'Hxog a'.
YAAMOI 32.22,1
évoito, Kupig, 10 €A\edG oou €¢' NUAC.
21ix. AyaAAidoBe dikalol £v Kupiw

Ilpog Egeoiovg 4:7-13 10 avayvwoua
Adeloti, €vi EKAoT® MUMV £060N 1) Ydp1g Katd TO HETPOV
g dwpedc ToD Xpiotod. A0 Aéyel, AvoPag gig Vyog
NYMOADTELGEY  aiypoA®oioy, kol &3mKev OOHTO TOIG
avBpomoig. To o€, AvEPn, ti €otv el pun OtL kol KatéPn
TPAOTOV €1 TO KoTOTEPA PéEPN THS YIS O Katafdg, avtdc
gotv Kol O avafag vrepdveo TAVIOV TV 0VpavdV, tva
TAnpoon o tavto. Koi avtog Edmkev ToOE eV AmosTOA0LG,
TOVG O0& TPOPNTOC, TOVG O EVAYYEAGTAC, TOVG O TOLUEVAG
Kol O00GKAAOVE, TPOG TOV KOATOPTICUOV TOV Aylmv, €ig
gpyov dtakoviog, gig oikodounv 10D 6OUATOG TOD XPLoTod:
LEYPL KOTOVINOMUEY 01 TAVTEC €1 TNV EVOTNTA THC TIOTEWMG
Kol ThG EMyvaoeme Tod viod Tod BgoD, €ig dvopa TEAELOV,

elg u€tpov Nhikiog Tod TAnpo®uUaToc Tod Xp1oTod.



The Gospel According to Matthew 4:12-17

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been
arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth
he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what was spoken
by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "The land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat
in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who
sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned."
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent,

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

Ex 100 Kata MatOaiov 4:12-17
Evayyeiiov to Avayvwouao

T® koupd €keive, akovoag 0& 0 'Incodg étt Tmavvng
wopeddln, aveyopnoev eic v ToMAiaiov, «oi
katoMmov v Noalopét 00V Katdknoev  E€ic
Kamepvaoou v mapaboracoiov €v opiolg Zafoviwv
kol Ne@Oaheip, tva minpodfi to pnoiv Si “‘Hoatov tod
TPoPNTOoL A&yovtoc i ZaPovAwv kol yi) NepOoieip,
000v Baldoong, mépav tod Topdavov, IN'oAthaio TdV
2OvidV, 6 Ladc 6 KaOMIEVOG &V GKOTEIETdE PG HéYO, Kod
T01¢ KoOnuévolg &v ympa Kol okij BaviTtovedg
avétetlev owtolc. Amo 16te fjp&ato O Incodg
KNPVOOEWY Kol AEYEWV' UETAVOETTE TyYylKE YOp N

Baoctleio TV ovpavVAV.



Venerable Theodosius the Great, the Cenobiarch

Saint Theodosius the Great lived during the fifth-sixth centuries, and
was the founder of cenobitic monasticism. He was born in Cappadocia
of pious parents. Endowed with a splendid voice, he zealously toiled at
church reading and singing. Saint Theodosius prayed fervently that the
Lord would guide him on the way to salvation. In his early years he
visited the Holy Land and met with Saint Simeon the Stylite
(September 1), who blessed him and predicted future pastoral service
for him. Yearning for the solitary life, Saint Theodosius settled in
Palestine into a desolate cave, in which, according to Tradition, the
three Magi had spent the night, having come to worship the Savior after
His Nativity. He lived there for thirty years in great abstinence and
unceasing prayer. People flocked to the ascetic, wishing to live under
his guidance. When the cave could no longer hold all the monks, Saint
Theodosius prayed that the Lord Himself would indicate a place for the
monks. Taking a censer with cold charcoal and incense, the monk
started walking into the desert.

At a certain spot the charcoal ignited by itself and the incense smoke
began to rise. Here the monk established the first cenobitic monastery,

or Lavra (meaning “broad” or “populous”). Soon the Lavra of Saint
Theodosius became renowned, and up to 700 monks gathered at it.
According to the final testament of Saint Theodosius, the Lavra
rendered service to neighbor, giving aid to the poor and providing
shelter for wanderers.

Saint Theodosius was extremely compassionate. Once, when there was
a famine in Palestine and a multitude of people gathered at the
monastery, the monk gave orders to allow everyone into the monastery
enclosure. His disciples were annoyed, knowing that the monastery did
not have the means to feed all those who had come. But when they went
into the bakery, they saw that through the prayers of the abba, it was
filled with bread. This miracle was repeated every time Saint
Theodosius wanted to help the destitute.

At the monastery, Saint Theodosius built a home for taking in strangers,
separate infirmaries for monks and laymen, and also a shelter for the
dying. Seeing that people from various lands gathered at the Lavra, the
saint arranged for services in the various languages: Greek, Georgian
and Armenian. All gathered to receive the Holy Mysteries in the large
church, where divine services were chanted in Greek.

During the reign of the Byzantine Emperor Anastasius (491-518) there
arose the heresy of Eutychius and Severus, which recognized neither
the sacraments nor the clergy. The emperor accepted the false teaching,
and the Orthodox began to suffer persecution. Saint Theodosius stood
firmly in defense of Orthodoxy and wrote a letter to the emperor on
behalf of the monks, in which they denounced him and refuted the



heresy with the teachings of the Ecumenical Councils. He affirmed
moreover, that the desert-dwellers and monks would firmly support the
Orthodox teaching. The emperor showed restraint for a short while, but
then he renewed his persecution of the Orthodox. The holy Elder then
showed great zeal for the truth. Leaving the monastery, he came to
Jerusalem and in the church, he stood at the high place and cried out
for all to hear: “Whoever does not honor the four Ecumenical Councils,
let him be anathema!” For this bold deed the monk was sent to prison,
but soon returned after the death of the emperor.

Saint Theodosius accomplished many healings and other miracles
during his life, coming to the aid of the needy. Through his prayers he
once destroyed the locusts devastating the fields in Palestine. Also by
his intercession, soldiers were saved from death, and he also saved
those perishing in shipwrecks and those lost in the desert.

Once, the saint gave orders to strike the semandron (a piece of wood
hit with a mallet), so that the brethren would gather at prayer. He told
them, “The wrath of God draws near the East.” After several days it
became known that a strong earthquake had destroyed the city of
Antioch at the very hour when the saint had summoned the brethren to
prayer.

Before his death, Saint Theodosius summoned to him three beloved
bishops and revealed to them that he would soon depart to the Lord.
After three days, he died at the age of 105. The saint’s body was buried
with reverence in the cave in which he lived at the beginning of his
ascetic deeds.

‘Oo610c O£0060610¢ 0 KowvoBrapync

O Ooctog Oeoddo10¢ yevvninke oto yoptd Moyopiocod g
Konmadokiog amd moAd moTOVC KOl EVAPETOVS YOVELS, TOV
[Tpoapéoo xor v  Evhoyia. 'Elnoe ota ypoévie TOL
avtokpdtopa Aéovta Tov Meydhov (457 - 474 n.X.) ko €ptace
€0g KoL TOLG YPOVOLG TOL OVTOKPATOPO AvacTtaciov TOv
Awopov (491 - 518 p.X.). Apvionke v &yyaun (oM kot oe
veopn Nia £ytve povayds. Amd moAd vopig dtokpibnke yuo tnv
gykpdretla kot tnv NN Tov TEAEIOTNTA.

Aol aoKNTEYE KOVTA GE UEYAAOVG AOKNTEG OTMG O LVUEDV O

Ytoding (PAéne 1 _Xemteufpiov) kot o movyaotg Aoyyivog

amocVPONKE GE ATOUAKPVGUEVO NOGLYOCTNPLO OOV JIdUCKE TO
Ady0 ToV Bg0h 6TOVG TEPACTIKOVS drafdrtes. H orjun Tov Yo tnv
ayla Cof Tov £ytve YpNyopa YVOGTH OTO TEPOATO NG
AVTOKPOTOPlOG KOl £QEPE GTO MNOLYACTNPLO TOL OEKAOEG
adEAPOVS avaykdlovtag Tov @£0d0010 Vo 10pVGEL £vaL EVPVYWPO
LOVOGTNPL OOV EQAPUOCE TICTA TO TPOTLTA TOV OGKNTIKOV
Biov. 'Exave moAAd Oadpato Kot, a@ov didace TIC apeTES NG
aoKNTIKNG (NG 6ToVG £KaTOVTAdEG LaONTEC TOv, eKOWNON o€
Babv yMpag to 529 p.X.

H eidnon mg xoymoemg tov d10dnke cav actpamr. Kot
étpe€av moAAoi, Adikoi, kAnpikoi Kor povoyoi, okOun Kot
Eniokomot, yio va aomactobv 10 1€p6 Actyavo Touv Ayiov avopog,

OV GTAOMKE Y10 OAOVG PILOGTOPYOG TATEPUS KO TPOCTUTEVTIKOG


http://www.saint.gr/09/01/index.aspx

adel@os. Kot oavtdg axéun o Ilatpdpyng Ilepocordpmv
npoconAbe va acmacOel kot va mopactel oty ££0010 Akolovdia,
HeyaAn o€ vmnpée n cvykivnon tov, 6tav Ppédnke evOTIOV TOL
1epoV oknvopatog Tov Ociov. H chvaén tov eteleito oto 6entod
Amooctoleio tov Ayiov Atoctorov [1€Tpov, Tov NTav Kovtd otV
Avyia Zooia.

Mepwd amd o Oavpata tov Ayiov eivan ta &g O Ayiog eiye
KOTOGKELAGEL £VAV TAPO Y10 TOV EAVTO TOV, MGTE PAETOVTAG TOV
va Bopdrtar to Bdvato. Tov tdeo avtdv eykaviace pe tov Bdvotd
oV évog Aylog acknmg, ovopatt Baciierog. Tov acknt) Aowutdv
avtov, evod eiye mebdver, povo o Geoddc10¢ Kol €vag GALOG
povoy6g tov EPAEmaV Vo, OTEKETOL OVAUEGH GTOLG GAAOVG
HovoyoOg Kol Vo GUUWOAAEL XTOLS VROAOTOVG HOVOYOVS O
Baciieloc jtav abéartog. 'Eva dAAio Badpo tov Ayiov, ivor to 01t
o€ £vav TOTO GTOV 0010 TPOKELTAL VAL LOPVGEL LOVOGTIPL, AVONYE
ofnouéva kapPouva, yopic va €xet potid. Emiong, o Ayiog
TPOEITE KOl TNV KATAGTPOPT oL Ba yvotav oty Avtioyeto amd

LLEYOAO GEIGUO.

Aywoc I'pnyoproc Ertickortoc Nveonc

0 .~ Y
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O Aywoc I'pnydpiog yevvnOnke ot Neokawsdpeto tov [1dvtov to
332 pu.X. ko rav 0delpdc tov Meydhov Bastreiov. [aipvel v
Ot LOPPMO™N HE TOV HEYARO TOV adEAPO, Eexmpilet d€ KL anTdC
Yo TV EVELVIN TOV, TNV EMUEAELD TOV KOl TNV PLAOCOPIKOTATN
wwoevie  tov  kor  glye  yewpotrovnlel  avoyvdotng.
O TI'pnyoprog vopeevetar 1 OeocéPeta, (mpaypotikd ayio
yovaika), mov ypnyopa v opmdler o Odavarog. Ioyvpodg
yopokTpag kabdg Nrav, dev aneAnileTol, Kot 6T GOpavTe TOV
xpévio yivetar emiockomog Nvoong (ofuepa Nepceyip), pog
koponorews g Kamadokiag. Or Apslavol, opwmg, tov £pepav
neyareg evoymoeic. AvtihapfPavopevot, 6Tt 6tTo TpOSOTO TOL M
aipeon Tovg Oa eiye omovdadTATO TOAEMO, GYEdiAGAV VO TOV
eEovtacovv. Tov katnydpnoav Aowov, ot eedéyn Eniokomog

avVTIKOVOVIKG kol opetepioOnke ypnuota g Exxkinoiag. Tig



Katnyopieg vréPare kdmolog pe 10 dvopa DAdYapne, Opyavo
TV Apelovov, Tpog tov dtotknth Tov [1oviov AnpocHévn, tpog
tov omoio 0 Méyag Baociielog éypaye kot emiotodn. o v
KOTNYOopio TG KOTOYPCEMG TAPUKAAESE VOl YIVEL O EAEYYXOG Yol
va OBl n ouKoPAVTIa, Yo TNV OVTIKAVOVIKY XEPOTOVio AEYel
otL 1 gvBvvn elvar d1kn Tov, S1OTL AVTOG YEPOTOVNOE KOt OTL, GE
KGOe mepintmon, dev eivarl 6mGTO va dikdoel ent TG vToBEcewg
avtg ovvodog Emokonmv, tov omoiwv 1 ekkAnclaotiky 0o
dev Tav 6€ Kavovikn Taén.

H enikinon tov Boociieiov améfn dxapmm. O avtokpdropog
Ovdinc Bere va amoeevybet to Bépa. To 376 pu.X. o ['pnyodprog
kaBapeitor epnunv amd ocvvodo Apsliavov Emiokénov tov
[Tovrov kot g Nowhatiag. Kot o I'pnydproc, katadiwkdpevoc,
avaykalotav va mlavatot kot va kpuPetat. H mepuméteia éange
tov Abyovoto tov étovg 378 p.X., o0tav anébave o Ovdaing. O
Ipnyoprog emaviiBe ot NOoca, Omov 1oL emPLAGYONKE
OplapPevtikny vwodoyn.

Kotd 10 pfwvommpo tov 379 p.X. éhafe puépog ot LHvodo g
Avtioyelng, m omoion cuvABe 1lwg Yy Vv aipeon TOL
Amolvapiov. O AmoAlvaplog, epunvedoviag Kotd YpEpLpo
yopio ¢ Ayilag I'paeng (katd Iodvvn o' 14), vrootipile o1t 0
®edc Adyog éywve odpka, Oyl odpka Kot yoyn. Apvionke tov
avOpomvo vov, v avlpomivny yoyn kor 0éAnon tov Incov

Xp1oto0 MG oTotYEln S10GTAGTIKA TNG EvOTNTOS Tov Ko avtifetal

POG TNV TeEAEOTNTA TOL Kol aVTIKATEGTNGE T GTOYELN QVTA [UE
) Oeia emevépyetla. Aidacke, Oniadn, oy ovacia, 6Tt 0 Incovg
Xp1o1og d¢ev eivan téhelog Oedg ovte Télelog dvBpwmog. [ToAlol
volav O0tt 0 AmoAlwvaplog oéxOnke v emidpacmn NG
TAOTOVIKNG KOl VEOTAATOVIKNG PIL0c0piag, 0AAA TO mOavOTEPO
gtva, kabmg motevel o I'pnydprog Nooong, 6t agetnpio ot
YPIOTOAOYIKY) TOL Owackoiio eivor ywpio €mOTOAMG TOV
Amoctorov [Tavrov (tpog Osssorovikeic A', €' 23). Xt ZHvodo
0 Aywog avackebooe Tig KokddoEeg Bewpieg tov AmoAivapiov.
Eniong, n X0vodog tov avébece amoostodn Yo v Exkinoio g
Bapvioviog kot pe v evkaipio avt emokEPONKeE Kot TOLG
Avyiovg Tomovg.

O Bebc tov a&uwvel emiong, va yiver to Kupidtepo opyavo Tov
om B' Owovpeviky obvodo, 10 381 pnX. omv
Kovotavtivodmoln, kot xotatportdvel oty kuploielio tovg
mvevpatopdyovg tov Maxedoviov, pe «... ™ pbyaipo mov divel
to [Tvedpa kot 1 omoia etvar o Adyog tov Ocod» (IIpog Epesiovg
ot 17). Zrig ovinmoeig ekeiveg, o I'pnydprog o Nvoong t0co
oAb glye dwakpiBei, wote ovopdomke «llamp Iatépwv kot
Nvocacmv Dootmpy. O 6 Méyag Be000610¢ TOV OVOLOGE GTOAO
g OpBodo&iag. T1é0ave eipnvikd, apod aenoe ToAd alldoroya
£pyo: €PUNVELTIKA, OOYUHOTIKA, KATNYNTIKE, AOYovg mOucovc,
€0PTACTIKOVC,

EYKOUIOOTIKOVG,  emtapiovg Kot €vav

EMUVNUOGLVO 6TOV 0dEAPO Tov Méya BaciAero.



Saint Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa
Commemorated on January 10

Saint Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, was a younger brother of Saint
Basil the Great (January 1). His birth and upbringing came at a
time when the Arian disputes were at their height. Having
received an excellent education, he was at one time a teacher of
rhetoric. In the year 372, he was consecrated by Saint Basil the
Great as bishop of the city of Nyssa in Cappadocia.

Saint Gregory was an ardent advocate for Orthodoxy, and he
fought against the Arian heresy with his brother Saint Basil.
Gregory was persecuted by the Arians, by whom he was falsely
accused of improper use of church property, and thereby deprived
of his See and sent to Ancyra.

In the following year Saint Gregory was again deposed in
absentia by a council of Arian bishops, but he continued to
encourage his flock in Orthodoxy, wandering about from place to
place. After the death of the emperor Valens (378), Saint Gregory
was restored to his cathedra and was joyously received by his
flock. His brother Saint Basil the Great died in 379.

Only with difficulty did Saint Gregory survive the loss of his
brother and guide. He delivered a funeral oration for him, and
completed Saint Basil’s study of the six days of Creation, the
Hexaemeron. That same year Saint Gregory participated in the
Council of Antioch against heretics who refused to recognize the

perpetual virginity of the Mother of God. Others at the opposite
extreme, who worshipped the Mother of God as being God
Herself, were also denounced by the Council. He visited the
churches of Arabia and Palestine, which were infected with the
Arian heresy, to assert the Orthodox teaching about the Most
Holy Theotokos. On his return journey Saint Gregory visited
Jerusalem and the Holy Places.

In the year 381 Saint Gregory was one of the chief figures of the
Second Ecumenical Council, convened at Constantinople against
the heresy of Macedonius, who incorrectly taught about the Holy
Spirit. At this Council, on the initiative of Saint Gregory, the
Nicean Symbol of Faith (the Creed) was completed.

Together with the other bishops Saint Gregory affirmed Saint
Gregory the Theologian as Archpastor of Constantinople.

In the year 383, Saint Gregory of Nyssa participated in a Council
at Constantinople, where he preached a sermon on the divinity of
the Son and the Holy Spirit. In 386, he was again at
Constantinople, and he was asked to speak the funeral oration in
memory of the empress Placilla. Again in 394 Saint Gregory was
present in Constantinople at a local Council, convened to resolve
church matters in Arabia.

Saint Gregory of Nyssa was a fiery defender of Orthodox dogmas
and a zealous teacher of his flock, a kind and compassionate
father to his spiritual children, and their intercessor before the


https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2001/01/10

courts. He was distinguished by his magnanimity, patience and
love of peace.

Having reached old age, Saint Gregory of Nyssa died soon after
the Council of Constantinople. Together with his great
contemporaries, Saints Basil the Great and Gregory the
Theologian, Saint Gregory of Nyssa had a significant influence
on the Church life of his time. His sister, Saint Macrina, wrote to
him: “You are renowned both in the cities, and gatherings of
people, and throughout entire districts. Churches ask you for
help.” Saint Gregory is known in history as one of the most
profound Christian thinkers of the fourth century. Endowed with
philosophical talent, he saw philosophy as a means for a deeper
penetration into the authentic meaning of divine revelation.

Saint Gregory left behind many remarkable works of dogmatic
character, as well as sermons and discourses. He has been called
“the Father of Fathers.”

Holy water
Holy water is water that has been blessed by a bishop or priest for use

in the rites of the Orthodox Church including baptism, blessing

persons, places, and objects or as a means of repelling evil.

A quantity of holy water is typically kept in a font placed near the
entrance of the church where it is available for anyone who needs it.
Holy water is sometimes sprinkled on items or people when they are
blessed, as part of the prayers of blessing. For instance, in Alaska, the
fishing boats are sprinkled with holy water at the start of the fishing
season as the priest prays for the crews' safety and success. Orthodox
Christians most often bless themselves with holy water by drinking it.
It is traditional to keep a quantity of it at home, and many Orthodox
Christians will drink a small amount daily with their morning prayers.
It may also be used for informal blessings when no clergy are present.
For example, parents might bless their children with holy water before
they leave the house for school or play.

The use of holy water is based on the story of Jesus' baptism by Saint
John the Baptist in the River Jordan and the Orthodox interpretation of
this event. In this view, John's baptism was a baptism of repentance,
and the people came to have their sins washed away by the water. Since
Jesus had no sin, but was God himself, his baptism had the effect of
Jesus blessing the water, making it holy, that is used fully for its original

created purpose to be an instrument of life.


https://orthodoxwiki.org/Bishop
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Priest
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Orthodox_Church
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Baptism
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Font
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Jesus
https://orthodoxwiki.org/John_the_Baptist
https://orthodoxwiki.org/John_the_Baptist

Theophany

The Great Blessing of Water is held on the eve of the feast of
the Theophany (January 5) and/or the feast of Theophany itself
(January 6), following the Divine Liturgy. The blessing remembers the
event of the Lord's baptism, the revelation of the Holy Trinity, and also

expresses Orthodoxy's belief that creation is sanctified through Christ.

Jesus' baptism is commemorated in the Orthodox Church at the Feast
of Theophany (literally "God shining forth™). At the Vespers of this
feast, a font of holy water is typically blessed in the church, to provide
holy water for the parish's use in the coming year. The next morning in
some parishes, the prayers often include a trip to a nearby river, lake or
other public source of drinking water, to bless that water as well. This
represents the redemption of all creation as part of humanity's salvation.
In the following weeks, the priest typically visits the homes of the
parish's members and prays prayers of blessing for their families,
homes and pets, sprinkling them with holy water. Again, this practice
is meant to visibly represent God's sanctifying work in all parts of the

people's lives.

Holy water can also be blessed at any other time of the year if there is
a need, and this is usually done on the first day of a month. The holy

water used for a baptism is blessed as part of the baptism service.

Great Blessing of Water

On the feast of Holy Theophany holy water is blessed twice, at the

conclusion of the Divine Liturgies both on the eve and on the feast

itself. After processing to the place where the vessel of water is
prepared to the singing of appropriate troparia there are a group
of Scripture readings culminating in the baptism account from
the Gospel of Saint Mark (1:9-11) followed by the Great Litany. This
Is sung just as for the Liturgy, but with the following additional
petitions which make clear what is being asked of God and what the

use, purpose, and blessing of the water is believed to entail.

That these waters may be sanctified by the power, and effectual
operation, and descent of the Holy Spirit:

That there may descend upon these waters the cleansing operation of
the super-substantial Trinity:

That he will endue them with the grace of redemption, the blessing of
Jordan, the might, and operation, and descent of the Holy Spirit:

That Satan may speedily be crushed under our feet, and that every evil
counsel directed against us may be brought to naught:

That the Lord our God will free us from every attack and temptation of
the enemy, and make us worthy of the good things which he hath
promised:

That he will illumine us with the light of understanding and of piety,
and with the descent of the Holy Spirit:

That the Lord our God will send down the blessing of Jordan and
sanctify these waters:

That this water may be unto the bestowing of sanctification; unto the
remission of sins; unto the healing of soul and body; and unto every

expedient service:
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That this water may be a fountain welling forth unto life eternal:

That it may manifest itself effectual unto the averting of every
machination of our foes, whether visible or invisible:

For those who shall draw of it and take of it unto the sanctification of
their homes:

That it may be for the purification of the souls and bodies of all those
who, with faith, shall draw and partake of it:

That he will graciously enable us to perfect sanctification by
participation in these waters, through the invisible manifestation of the

Holy Spirit:

Then, following a lengthy set of didactic prayers that expound on the
nature of the feast and summarize salvation history, praising God's
creation of and mastery over the elements, the priest makes the Sign of
the Cross over the water with his hand and prays specifically for the
blessing to be invoked upon it. At the climax of the service, he
immerses the hand cross into the water three times in imitation of
Christ's baptism to the singing of the festal troparion and then blesses

the entire church and congregation with the newly consecrated water.
Blessing the water

The blessing the water begins with the chanting of special hymns, with
the censing of the water, and concludes with Bible readings, petitions

and prayers.

The water is in a large container in the middle of the nave, or the service

may be held at a freely flowing natural source. If celebrated indoors,

the container of water may be decorated with candles and flowers as
the symbol of the beauty of God's original creation through his Word
and Spirit. During the service, a cross is dipped three times into the

water.

After the blessing service, the faithful fill their containers to take
some holy water home with them. This water is also used to bless

homes during the Theophany season.

Water is seen by the Church as the prime element of creation. In
blessing water, it is asked that the original purpose of water, as a source
of life, blessing and holiness be revealed as one drinks it. In the Book
of Genesis, creation began when the Spirit of God moved over the face

of the waters.

In the blessing of water it is seen that the world and everything in it is
"very good" (Gen. 1:31) and when it becomes corrupted, God saves it
once more by effecting the new creation in Christ, his divine Son and
our Lord by the grace of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 6:15).

The celebration of the Great Blessing of Water is an affirmation that
through Christ's own baptism, he has lifted the curse of Adam's sin, and
given the creative goodness of God's creation back to mankind once
again. Thus when Christians are baptized, they are baptized into Christ,

part of the creation that is sanctified in Christ.
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Iepotereostio TOUV AYLOopH0D TOV VOATOV

Aywopds amokaieiton 1) Wiaitepn, éxtaxty axkolovbio g OpBOS0ENS

ExxAnciog mov vrevOvuilet ™m Bdantion
tov Xp1o100 oToV lopddavn motapd kol katd TV omoic. O 1EPEag
kaBaylalel to vepd pe evyég, emikAnom tov Ayiov Ilvedpotog woi

TputAn eppdmtion tov Twiov Ztowpol pésa 6To vePO.
Aywaopog 6TV EKKANGIQ

Awokpivoope 600 Aylacpovg:

e O Mpog Aylaopog tereitatl Ty TpdT NUEPA KAOE punva Kot £t
oK1 Tov AxoArovbia.

e O Méyog Aywopdc eivor T0  OTMOVOAIOTEPO  (PAPLOKO
g OpBodoéne Exxinociog petd tm Ol Kowwvio kot v
ovtd petolapfdvoope 1oL OylOopod TPV va AdPovpe TO
avTidmpPo, v, OVTIBETMG, 0 IKPOG AYGUOC, MG TETOPTOG KOTA
oelpav duvapems, Aapupdvetat petd to avtidmpo. Méya Aylooud
Aappdvouy kot 660t dev EYOVV TIG TPOUTOOEGELS KAt TNV avaAOoy™

npoeTolpocio yio T ©. MetdAnyn.

O Méyog Aywopdg ovvoéetor GUECH HE TO HVOTAPLO THG
Meravoiog kar Tnv E€opoidynen,kad’ 6tL 1 apyr Tov avayeTol 6To
Bantiopo petavoiag tov Ayiov Iodvvov tov IIpodpouov, to omoio
evepyomomOnke kot ohokAnpmdnke pe v [Mapovsio kot v Bantion

tov Kvpiov pog otov lopdavn motaud.

2tg 5 lavovapiov, tereitan otovg OpBodd&ovg lepodg Noovg M
AxoAovBia tov Meydhov Aylacpod ko €v cvveyeia ot tepeig Oa

AYLAGOLV TO OTITIO OGOV YPICTIOVOV TO ETOVIOLY Kot TO {NTHGOLV.

H 510 Axolovbio 0o tedecbel kor v emduevn, €opt TOV
®eopaveiny, Katd v omoia €opth movIyVpilovUE LE TO YEYOVOG TNG
Davepmdoemg ent TG NG T0L XP1otov Mg Movoyevovg Y100 kat Adyov
tov Ogo¥ Iatpds. Tavtoypdvmg eoptdlovpe Kol T QAVEPWOOT TNG
Aylog Tpiddag, ko’ ot1, dmwg yarirer 1 Exkincia pog «Tpuddog n
oavépoois ev lopddvn yéyovevy. O aylaspog Kot Tov 600 MNUEPDOV,
5ng ko 6mg lavovapiov, gival id010g. AnAadn €xel TNV idwd ayLEGTIKY

dovapn™,

Mepikoti, Op®g, TapacLPOUEVOL ATO TO YEYOVOS OTL TNV TUPULOVT] TV
®copaveiov mapaleimetor 1 avayvoon g npotg peyding Evymg
wyvpiloviar 0TL, €veko OVTAG TG EALElYEMS, 0 AYLIGHOG TG 6MG
lavovapiov givar peyolvtépag aylaoTikng xapttog. Ot VTOGTNPIKTESG
QVTAG TNG UTOYEMC OV £XOLV SiK10, O10TL 1) TAPUAEWTOUEVT] ELYN OEV
glvarl aylotiky oAAG KNpLKTIKY. AVoAvel 0g0AoyIKd TO VOMUO TNG
€0PTNC Y®PIG, OL®G, Va TEPLEYEL EMIKANON TNG aylooTikng ©. Xdapitog.
[paypotikn Sopopd  oylaoTIKNG SVVANE®S VTTaPYEL HeTald TOV
Meyahov Ayacprod Kot Tov Mikpod aylacpod Tov Teleital oTny apyn

KGOe punvoc.

210 Oco@avia gibiotan oT1g Topabardocieg TepLoyEg va aytdlovTat To
vdato ¢ 0dhaccoc. Katd tnv tedet) o 1epéag metd 10 oTawpd o1

O0dhacco kot Totol fouTodV Yo va TOV avacHPOVY. X TEPLOYES TOV
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dev gival TapabaAdooieg n TeeT) Umopel va yivel o TOTAL, Apvn 1)

KOl G€ VOPAYOYETD.
AYWOOHOG CTITIAV - ETYEPNCEWY - GYOAEI®V

Mo v koA oYM TOL GTITIOD - EMYEIPNONG KAl TNV OTOUAKPLON
KOK®OV O0UOVImV, KoAeitol 1Ep®UEVOG Yl0. VO TEAEGEL OGO,

Witepa Katd o eykaivia emyeipnong Kot tny apyr vEag OIKOYEVELNG.

Avtictoya, otV apyf TG VENG GYOMKNG YPovidg Teleltatl aylaopog

ota oyoAeia oty EALGSA.
Iotopia T0V ayracpo?

Agv givar yvwotd mote Kot yroti kabepdbnke o aylacpog Tov vddTmv
aeoV otv Koawn Awfnin dev epoaviletarl tétoo dwdkacio e )
oNUEPVN €KTAOT Kot VIOoTOoT, Bempeital OTL qVTO £yve TOL TPOTO
YPOTOVIKA  y¥pdVIoL KOl TAVIOG TPy omd Tov 40 awwva p.X.
O Ioatpuapymg @odtiog A" dStopdpemace oploTikd v akoAovdio tov

oyl pov.

Aywouos:  To  Aywouévo  vepdTa  uédn g OpB6doéng
ExxAnciog Oewpovv 0Tt 0 aylacprog gival TPOGTATEVTIKOC KOl Y10 TO
AOY0 00TO TIVOUV ayloo O KOl GTN GUVEXELX PVAGCCOVY LITOVKOAGKLO
pe avtdv, gite avtd tov Ogopaveiov, cite amd 10 punviaio (HiKpo)

aylopo.

o Xtnv KaBolwn ExkAncia vrdpyet ayacpévo vepd og kKb vaod oe

pio 101KN Tpog ToVTo GLVIHOMG papudpvn de&apevn oty gicodo,

GTNV 070l Ol TIGTOL EIGEPYOUEVOL GTO VA0 BOLTOVV TO, dGYTLAG

TOLG KOl KAVOLV TO GNUEID TOV GTOVPOD.

Xmv eAMnvikn Aooypagic, To dmoskamuepitika mveduaTo 1
oAmg Kadikavt{apor mov Ppiokovior OA0 TO VTOAOUTO d1EGTNHUA
oV ¥pdvov kdtw amd T YN, Pyoivovv kot kdvovv yileg dvo
ato&les. Evoyhovv Tig vorkokvpéc, kKAEPovv tnyaviteg, Kavouv
BopvPovg, aAAd ot yopt TV Ogoavinv e TOV OYIGUO TMV
vodtmv egapaviovial ota £ykata e yns. ['a to ckomd avto, ot
VOIKOKVPEG  piyvouv Tov ayloocpd pe 1t Ponbeior KAadiov

a6 PactAkd oe OAO TO OTITL Y1 VO, TO, SIOEOVV.
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Kvpwexn 10 Tevovapiov, 2021

Meta ta ®OTR

9:00 7 .p. — 11:30 mp. Apypiepanivij Ocia Acirovpyia ChriStmas 2020 Offe ring

and tov Emicrkomo Mydeiag Anéatolo
Thank you for your donation'to help offset the:cost

of keeping our doors open. We wish you a Mefry
Christmas and Happy Healthy New Year 2021!

Metd omd ™) Ocio Actrovpyia O0a axorovbijser
6718 2:00 p.p. Apacuds oro
(Yacht Club - 541 River Road, Edgewater, N.J.)

Donation amount

Sunday, January 10, 2021
Sunday after Epiphany

9:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
Presiding His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia

after the completion of the Divine Liturgy
2:00 p.m. Epiphany Celebration & the Blessing of the Waters Service

will be taking place on the pier of
The Yacht Club - 541 River Road, Edgewater, NJ 07020 http://ascensionfairviewni_Squarelsite/
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MEMORIAL SERVICES

MNHMOXYNA

40 pépeg: Avopéac Toapumepng

40 days: Andrew Chambarry

22 ypovio: Mapio Xtavpov

22 years: Maria Stavrou

30 ypovia: XdpPac Zravpov

30 years: Savvas Stavrou
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