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Rev. Christos L. Pappas, Protopresbyter

Light a Candle & Say a Prayer at
Ascension Church, Fairview, NJ

“I am the light of the world;
he who follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

To light a candle, please click the link below
and after you select the candle(s)
that you would like us to light and before pressing the
"Place Order" button,
please submit the names of your loved ones,
those who are alive and/or those
who have departed this life.
Your candles will be lit at the next Liturgy or service.
Thank you and God bless!
http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/

To pay Membership, Greek School Tuition
and all other offerings use:
https://tithe.ly/give new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
time/305721?widget=1



http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/305721?widget=1
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HPOI'PAMMAAKOAOYOIQN

Kvproxi, 19 Xerrepfipiov, 2021
Meta ™ Yyooemg
8:30 .. — 11:30 m.p. OpBpog, O. Aettovpyia

Tpitn, 21 Xerteufpiov, 2021

7:00 p.pu. Xoveopioon Exxincractinod Loufoviiov

Teraptn, 22 Xentesufpiov, 2021

4:30 p.u. — 6:30 p.u. EAigvixo Xyoleio

Hépmtn, 23 Xentenfpiov, 2021
Yoamyig Ilpodpopov, Zavlinan ko [lolvEévn
9:00 7. — OpBpog, O. Aettovpyia

7:00 p.u. I'evikyy Xovedpioon ths Priontayov

Hopaockeon, 24 Xenzenppiov, 2021

Oéxho IoamwooTolog
9:00 mt.p.. — OpBpoc, ©. Aertovpyia

4:30 p.p. — 6:30 p.u. EAigviko Xyoleio

Kvpwokn, 26 Xernteufpiov, 2021

H Merdotaois Tov Iodvvov Tov Ogordyov
8:30 w.u. — 11:30 m.u. OpBpog, O. Aettovpyia

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday, September 19, 2021
Sunday after Holy Cross
8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, September 21, 2021
7:00 p.m.- Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday, September 22, 2021
4:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. Greek School

Thursday, September 23, 2021
Conception of John the Baptist, Xanthippe & Polyxene
9:00 a.m.- Orthros, Divine Liturgy

7:00 p.m. Philoptochos General Meeting

Friday, September 24, 2021
Thekla the Equal -to-the-Apostles
9:00 a.m.- Orthros, Divine Liturgy

4:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. Greek School

Sunday, September 26, 2021
Falling Asleep of St. John the Theologian
8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Orthros, Divine Liturgy




Prokeimenon. Mode 4.
Psalm 103.24,1

O Lord, how manifold are your works. You have made all
things in wisdom.
Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 2:16-20

Brethren, knowing that a man is not justified by works of the law
but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ
Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works
of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified.
But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were
found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly not!
But if I build up again those things which I tore down, then I
prove myself a transgressor. For | through the law died to the law,
that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no
longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life | now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me

and gave himself for me.

IIpoxeipevov. ' Hyog d'.
YAAMOI 103.24,1

Qg gueyarvvon ta Epya cov Kopie, mévta év copig émoincac.
Xtiy. EvAOyel 1 yoyn pov tov Kopiov.

Ilpog I'adazag 2:16-20 t0 avayvwaouo.

Adehpoi, €id0Teg OTL 00 dikanodtanl dvOpmmog €€ Epywv Voo,
€av un 0w miotewg Inocod Xpiotod, kol Muelg €ig Xplotov
‘Incodv émotevoapey, tva dStkoamOd ey €K Tiotemc XpiotoD, Kol
oK €& Epymv vopov: d10TL oV dwoiwbnoeton €& Epywv vOpoL
naca cap. Ei 8¢, intodvreg dicanwbijvor £v Xp1otd, evpédnpuev
kol ovtol auoptmloi, apa Xpiotde auaptiog didkovog; M
yévorro. Ei yap 6 xatélvoa, tadta TdAv oikodoud, Tapapdatnv
€uantov cvviotut. 'Eyo yap dud vopov vopm anébavov, tva Bed
Mow. Xp1ot®d cvvestavpopar: (@ ¢, oukETL £yd, (T 6¢ &v €uol
Xp1otog: 0 8¢ vov (@ &v capki, &v miotel {® T1} ToD viod Tod Og0D,

TOD Ayomoavtog e Kol Tapadovtog E0VToV HITEP EUOD.



The Gospel According to Mark 8:34-38; 9:1

The Lord said: "If anyone wishes to come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses
his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what
does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his
life? For what can a man give in return for his life? For
whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be
ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels." And he said to them, "Truly, | say to you, there
are some standing here who will not taste death before they

see the kingdom of God come with power."

‘Ex tod Kara Mapxov 8:34-38, 9:1 Evayysiiov to Avayvawcuao

Einev 0 Kovpog Ei 1 0éker oOmico pov MOy,
anopvnoacHo Eavtov Kal ApdTm TOV oTALVPOV aTOD, Kol
arxolovBeitw pot. 0g yap av BEAN TV yoynv avtod cdoat,
AMOAEGEL ATV OGO~ GV ATOAEST) TNV £0VTOD YuYTV EVEKEV
guod kol tod edayyehiov, oLTOG Ghoel avTAV. TL yap
deeAnoel avOpmTov €dv KepONotn TOV KOGHOV Olov, Kol
Muedf ™My yomv adtod; | 11 dwoel  EvOpwTog
AvTOAAQY L THS WOYTS adToD; OG Yap Eav matoyvvon pe Kol
TOVG €UOVG AOYOVS €v TR yeved tavtn T HOroAidt Kol
APOPTOAD, Kol O VIOC TOD AvOpmdTOL EmaicyvvOnceTo
avtov Otav EAON €v Ti] 00EN TOoD mMaTPOg avToD pETH TAV
ayyélov Tdv ayiov. Kol Eleyev avtoic auny Aéym OUiv 6t
glol Tvec TV Bde EoTNKOTOV, OTTIVEC OV U} YEDGOVTAL
Bavatov Emg av 1dwot v Pactieioy Tod Oeod EAnAvOviay

&v OuvdlEL.



O Aywg Evotd0Oiog kat 1 cuvodegia Tov,
BOcomioTn 1 6VlvYog TOV, Aydmog Kol Oe0moTog TO
naoLa Tov goptalovy 20 Xertepfpiov

O Ayiog Evotdbiog fitav adlopotikog nepiprentoc otn Poun kot
ot xpotovikn miot mpoonAibe pe Bavpactd tpoémo. Otav
KAmote Kuvnyovoe éva eAdl, €10e OTOL KEPATA TOV VO PEPEL
oTovpd Kol AKoLGE pio GV TOL TOoV KaAovoe oty opOn miotn.
‘Etol mioteye wou Poamtiomke pe 1o O6vopo Evotdbiog amd
[Mhakidag mov ovopaldtav mpv, kabmg ewiong Kot 1 yovoika Tov
Tatiavn oe Ogomiotn, 0AAG Kot To L0 TOVG TOLOLE AYATIOC KOt
®edmoTOC.

Otav o avtoxkpatop Tpoaiovog éuabe O6t1 aombobnke To
YPLOTIAVIGUO, TOV OPAIPESE TOV AVMTEPO GTPATIOTIKO Babo mov

elye ko Ttov eEdpioe pe OAN Tov TV okoyévela. Katd v mopeia

OUWG, TOV YOpLoay amd T cvlvyo Tov Ocomiotn Kot T 6O TOV
modld, o Oeodmioto Ko Tov Aydmo. To yeyovog awto, wikpave
moA0 Tov Evotdbuo.

Meta amd ypovia, 6tav o Tpaiavog mepuABe oe peydin
molgKn] dvoyépela, Boundnke tov KavoTaTo CELOPATIKO
10V EvotaOw. Tov eravipepe Lowtdv 6ty vanpecio, Kol o
Evotafwog pe ™ yevvondtnTto 0ALL KOl TN OTPOATIYIKI] 7TOV
TOV OEKPIVE GUVETELECE KOTA TTOAD OTNV ViKN. XT0 OpOpo
paAoTa, PPrKe TNV 0IKOYEVELN TOV KOL £VOLMOE peydin yopd.
O duadoyoc, opwc, tov Tpaiavoy, Adplavidg, anaitnoe and tov
Evotdbio va mapaotel otig Buoieg tov eidmioratpikmv Oemv. O
Aywog Evotdbiog, PéPara, opvnOnke, pe amotéAecpa v
Bacaviotel owTOG Kat 1) okoyEvela Tov. AAAG 1 aydmn TOVG GTO
Xpotd eVOLVAU®VE TNV Yuyn TOug ote  PacovieThpia,
evBoupovpevol paAiota Toug Beiovg Adyovg, mov Aéve: «Makdplog
avnp O¢ VTOpEVEL TEPASUOV OTL SOKILOC YEVOUEVOG AMWETOL TOV
otépavov Thg Loflg, ov énnyysihato 6 Kvprog toig dyomdowv
avtov» (Emotodn lakdpov, o’ 12). ITavevtuyng, dnradn, etvoar o
dvBpwmog mov Pactdel pe vropovy ™ dokpacio TV OAyemy.
Aot €101 yiveton otafepdg Kot SOKIHOCUEVOG, Y10 VO, TAPEL TO
Aopmpd Ko £vO0E0 GTEPAVL TNG adviag LG, Tov vTosyEtnKe o
Kvprlog 6° avtovg mov Tov ayoamovv.

Telkd, o Evotdfiog pe tnv okoyévela Tov poptopnoay HEG o€

YOAKIVO TupoKTOpEVO BOoL (117 p.X.).



Greatmartyr Eustathios Placidas, with his wife and
children, of Rome

Before his Baptism, the Holy Great Martyr Eustathios was named
Plakidas (IThoxidag). He was a Roman General in the reigns of
Emperors Titus (79-81) and Trajan (98-117). Even before he came to
know Christ, Plakidas devoted himself to charitable endeavors, helping
the poor and destitute. Therefore, the Lord did not allow this virtuous
pagan to continue in the darkness of idolatry.

One day, while hunting in a forest, he saw a remarkable stag which
stopped now and then to stare at him. Plakidas pursued it on horseback,
but could not catch up. The stag jumped over a chasm and stood on the
other side facing him. Suddenly, Plakidas saw a radiant Cross between
its antlers. The General was astonished to hear a voice coming from the
Cross saying, “Why do you pursue me, Plakidas?”

“Who are You, Master?” asked Plakidas. The voice replied, “I am Jesus
Christ, Whom you do not know, but by your good deeds, you honor
me. | have appeared here on this creature for your sake, to draw you
into the net of my love for mankind. It is not fitting that one as righteous
as you should worship idols and remain ignorant of the truth. It was to
save mankind that I came into the world.”

Plakidas cried out, “Lord, I believe that You are the God of Heaven and
earth, the Creator of all things. Master, teach me what I should do.”
Again the Lord replied, “Go to the bishop of your country and receive
Baptism from him, and he will instruct you.”

Plakidas returned home and joyfully recounted everything to his wife

Tatiana. She in turn told him of a strange dream she had the evening

before, in which she had been told, “Tomorrow you, your husband and
your sons shall come to me and know that I am the true God.” The
couple then proceeded to do as they had been told.

They hastened to the Christian bishop, who baptized all their family,
and then communed them with the Holy Mysteries. Plakidas was
renamed Eustathios, his wife was called Theopist€, and their children,
Agapios and Theopistos.

On the following day, Saint Eustathios went to the place of his
miraculous conversion and there he gave thanks to the Lord for having
called him to the path of salvation.

Saint Eustathios received another a miraculous revelation. The Lord
Himself predicted his impending tribulations: “Eustathios, you shall
suffer many misfortunes, as did Job, but in the end you will conquer the
devil.”

Soon Saint Eustathios was afflicted with misfortune: all of his servants
died of the plague, and his cattle perished. Brought to ruin, but not
despairing in spirit, Saint Eustathios and his family secretly abandoned
their home, to live in poverty unknown, humble, and poor.

They went to Egypt to board a ship bound for Jerusalem. During the
voyage the Saint experienced more sorrow. Captivated by Theopiste's
beauty, the ship owner cruelly set Eustathios and his children ashore,
keeping the wife for himself.

With great sadness the Saint continued on his way, and new calamity
befell him. Coming to a tempestuous river, he went to carry his two

sons across in turn. When he brought the first one across, the other was



seized by a lion and was carried off into the wilderness. As he turned
back to shore, a wolf dragged the other child into the forest.

Saint Eustathios wept bitterly, but he realized that Divine Providence
had sent him these misfortunes in order to test his endurance and
devotion to God. Saint Eustathios prepared himself for even more
sorrows, knowing that one who endures temptations and has been
tested will receive the crown of life which God has promised to those
who love Him (James 1:12).

In the village of Badessos he found work and spent five years in
ceaseless toil. Saint Eustathios did not know at the time that by God's
mercy, shepherds and farmers had rescued his sons, and they were
living near him. He was also unaware that the impudent shipowner had
been struck down with a terrible disease and died, leaving Saint
Theopisté untouched. She lived in peace and freedom at the place
where the ship landed. During this time it had become difficult for
Emperor Trajan to raise an army for Rome to deal with a rebellion, for
the soldiers refused to go into battle without Plakidas. They advised
Trajan to send men out to all the cities to search for him. Antiochos
and Akakios, who were friends of Plakidas, sought him in various
places. Finally, they arrived in the village where Saint Eustathios lived.
The soldiers found him, but they did not recognize him. They began
telling him about the person they sought, asking for his help and
promising him a large reward. Saint Eustathios recognized his friends
right away, but he did not disclose his identity to them.

Borrowing money from one of his friends, he prepared a meal for his

visitors. As they looked at him, they noticed that he resembled their

former commander. When they saw a scar on his shoulder from a deep
wound made by a sword, they realized that it was their friend who stood
before them. They embraced him with tears and told him why they had
been looking for him.

Saint Eustathios returned to Rome with them and was restored to his
former rank. Many new recruits were drafted into the army from all
over the Empire. He did not know that the two young soldiers who
served him, and whom he loved for their skill and daring, were actually
his own sons. They did not realize that they were serving under the
command of their own father, nor that they were brothers by birth.
While on campaign, the army led by Eustathios halted at a certain place.
One night, the brothers were talking in their tent. The elder spoke about
his life, how he had lost his mother and brother, and how he had been
parted from his father. The younger brother then realized that the other
man was his own brother, and revealed how he had been rescued from
the wolf. A woman overheard their conversation, since their tent was
pitched right next to her house, and she realized that these were her
sons. Without identifying herself to them, but not wishing to be
separated from them, she went to their general, Saint Eustathios, and
asked that he take her to Rome with him. She said she had been a
prisoner, and wanted to go home. Then she came to recognize the
general as her husband, and with tears she told him about herself, and
about the two soldiers who were their sons. Thus, through God's great
mercy, the entire family was reunited.

Soon thereafter, the rebellion was crushed, and Saint Eustathios

returned to Rome with honor and glory. Emperor Trajan had died in the



meantime, and his successor Hadrian (117-138) wanted to celebrate the
victory with a solemn sacrifice to their "gods." To everyone's
amazement, Saint Eustathios did not go to the pagan temple. The
Emperor ordered them to find him and bring him to the temple.

“Why don’t you want to worship the gods?” the Emperor inquired.
“You, above all others, should offer thanks to them. Not only did they
preserve you in war and grant you victory, but they also helped you to
find your wife and children.” Saint Eustéthios replied: “I am a Christian
and | glorify and give thanks to Christ, and I offer sacrifice to Him. |
owe my life to Him. I do not know or believe in any other God.”
Outraged, the Emperor ordered him to remove his military belt and
brought Eustathios and his family before him. They did not succeed in
persuading the steadfast confessors of Christ to offer sacrifice to idols.
The Saint's family was sentenced to be torn to pieces by wild beasts,
but the animals would not touch the holy martyrs. Then the cruel
Emperor ordered that they be thrown alive into a red-hot brass bull, and
Saint Eustathios, his wife Theopisté, and their sons Agapios and
Theopistos suffered martyrdom. Before being placed inside the bull,
Saint Eustathios prayed, “Grant, O Lord, Thy grace to our relics, and
grant a place in Thy Kingdom to all who call upon us, Though they call
upon us when in danger on a river, or on the sea, we entreat Thee to
come to their aid.” Three days later, they opened the brass bull, and the
bodies of the holy martyrs were found unscathed. Not one hair of their
heads was singed, and their faces shone with an unearthly beauty. Many
who witnessed this miracle came to believe in Christ. Some pious

Christians buried the bodies of the Saints with all honor and reverence.

Saint John the Baptist
The saints of the church, who are alive in Christ, are not only models

whose lives and devotion to God we should strive to emulate, but also
are intercessors to God. Individual faithful and parish communities are
called upon to take a patron saint, in the tradition of the Holy Orthodox
Church. Early churches were built at the site of the graves of many of
the Holy Martyrs. These communities were dedicated with the name of
the martyr, and he or she was called upon by the community who
worshiped there to act as an intercessor and protector for the faithful.
Churches today place relics of the saints inside the Altar table as well
as in places for veneration in the church in remembrance of these holy

men and women in our lives.
About Saint John

St. John was the son of the Prophet Zacharias and Elizabeth, who was
a kinswoman of the Virgin Mary. St. John is known as the “Forerunner”
and “Baptist.” He is known as the Forerunner because he preceded
Christ and taught repentance, which prepared men for Jesus’ teaching
and His ministry. He even recognized Christ as the Messiah as early as
when they were both still in their mothers” wombs. According to Holy
Tradition, the Virgin Mary went to visit her cousin Elizabeth and when
they embraced John leapt in his mother’s womb, which is considered
his first acknowledgment of Christ as Messiah.

After his birth, St. John’s father Zacharias was murdered in the temple.
He and his mother fled to the desert and he was raised there. Thus he
lived as an ascetic from the earliest part of his life. He ate plants and

roots and wore rough clothing. When he grew, he baptized people in



the Jordan, teaching repentance, but also saying that someone greater
would come after him and baptize with the Holy Spirit.

St. John always spoke the Truth and because Herod did not appreciate
his criticism, he was imprisoned. Later he was beheaded, as the result
of a promise Herod gave to his step-daughter to give her anything she
asked. The daughter was convinced by her mother to ask for John’s
head on a platter. Our parish celebrates the feast of St. John’s
Beheading as our patronal feast day. It is a strict fast day in recognition
of the way in which he died, but it is also a joyous feast day because
John’s life was such a luminous example for monastics, martyrs and all

Christians to follow him.

H Xviinyng Twiov Ilpodpouov & BanrieTod Iwavvoo
copraderor 23 Xenreufipiov
‘Etol mpogpntevoe o mpoenng Hodlag yuo tov [Ipoddpopo tov
Kvpiov, lodvvn: «Dovr Bodvtog év ) épnuo, £Toludcate TV

060v Kvplov, evbeiog moteite tag tpifovg avtody». (Hodlog p’, 3).

Anhadn, eovn avBpdmov, Tov EOVALEL GTNV £PNUO Kol AEEL:
«Etodote to 0pdpo, an’ dmov Ba EA0g1 0 KOpilog o€ coc. Kdvere
{51006 KoL OpLAAOVG TOVS dPOOVE, 0O TOVG 0TToiovg Ba TEPAGEL).
Eepilldote, omAadr, amd T Yuyéc oag ta aykdbo Tov
APAPTOAGV TaOdV Kot pi&Te pakptd to. MOGP1o TOL EYOIGHOV Kot
™G TOPMOONG Kot KaOapioTe e HETAVOLN TO EGMOTEPIKO GAG, Y10
va ogybet tov Kvpro. H ¢ov avtr, mov ftav o lwdvvng,
yevvnOnke pe Bavpooctod tpomo.

O IMoatépag Tov Zayopiag Nrav Iepéag. Tnv dpa Tov Bupidpotog
uéoa oto Bucraotpo, €ide dyyeho Kupiov, mov tov avyyeke, 01t Oa
amoktovoe Yo Kot Bo ovopalotay lodvvng. O Zayaplog okiptnoe amod
xopd, aAid dvomictnoe. H yuvaika tov oy oteipa Kot ypid, mhg o
YwoTo owtd oL Akovye; Tote 0 dryyelog Tov glme OTL Yo VoL TipwpnOel
N dvomiotia Tov, PEYPL va TpaypoatonomBel 1 BovAr] Tov Beov, avTOg
0o éueve kopdraroc. [paypatt, n EModfet cuvéraPe, kot petd evvid
unveg ékave y10. MeTd oKTd MUEPES, GTNV TEPLTOUT TOL OIS0V, Ot
ovyyeveig BEAncav va Tov SMGOoVY TO GVOUN TOV TATEPT TOV, Zoyapia.
Ouwe, o Zayaplag, &ypoye endvm 6€ mvakidlo to ovopo lodvvng.

Apéomg dg, MoOnke 1 YAdooa Tov, Kot M xopd yioe GOAOVG TaV HEYAAN.



Eoptoléyro 23 Zentepppiov: Ooreg EavOinn ko [MorvEévn

H Eav0inmn kot 1 [HoAvEévn NTav adeppéc TOV KATAYOVTOY Ot THY
Iomavia. 'E{noav ota ypdvia Tov popaiov avtokpdtopo Kiabdiov
(41-54) xon aomdonKOY TO YproTiovicpd. H pviun toug tudton omod
v ekkAncio otig 23 ZemtepPpiov. Tnv nuépa oty yroptalovy doeg
@épovv to 6voua ZavOinmm kot [ToAvEévn.

H Eav0inmn frav suluyog tov [1pdPov, mov ftav dpyovrag e
¥Opog, Kot padntevoe kovtd otov Atoctoro [Tavrio. H adepon tng
[ToAv&Evn amnyOn amd kamotov, Tov 0eke va ™ dwapbeipetl, otnv
EALGSO, 6mov yvdpioe To yproTiovicpo and tov Amoctoro Oilurmo.

Acts of Xanthippe, Polyxena, and Rebecca

Regarding its place in literature, twentieth-century classicist
scholar Moses Hadas writes: "Christians learned not only from pagan
preachers but also from pagan romancers. The perfectly orthodox Acts
of Xanthippe and Polyxena... has all the thrilling kidnapings,
deliveries, and surprises of the typical Greek romance".

The tale is set in the time of Nero and consists of essentially two almost
completely separate stories: the tale of Xanthippe and the tale of

Polyxena. Although a third woman named Rebecca is included in the

title, she doesn't figure as a major character. The liturgical feast of these
figures is Sept. 23.14

The Tale of Xanthippe

The Acts of Xanthippe, Polyxena, and Rebeccais a work of New

Testament apocrypha dating from the third or fourth century.

Having briefly witnessed Paul preach in Rome, a servant returns
to Spain and falls sick due to wishing to have heard Paul properly. The
master's wife, Xanthippe, overhears the servant explaining this, so she
speaks privately with the servant, which causes statues of the household
gods to fall down. Xanthippe thereupon proceeds to fast, pray, lose
sleep, and enter into celibacy, gradually wasting away.

Paul is led by God to come to Xanthippe but, when she expresses a
desire to be baptized, her husband throws Paul out and locks Xanthippe
up. Xanthippe then prays that her husband will fall asleep at dinner,
which he does, so she is able to escape the house by bribing the porter.
On her  way to Paul, Xanthippe is attacked
by demons wielding fire and lightning, from which she is saved

by a vision of Jesus (as a beautiful youth) and Paul finding her.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_Xanthippe,_Polyxena,_and_Rebecca#cite_note-1
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lightning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus

Paul then takes her indoors where she is baptised and given
the Eucharist. Returning home, Xanthippe has a vision and collapses.
Her husband soon awakes and, having had a dream, asks some wise
men for an interpretation. They declare that the dream reveals the
struggle between Satan and Christ and advise that the husband be

baptized. When they look in on his wife Xanthippe, expecting her to be
near death, they discover her singing praises to Jesus. This impresses
the wise men to the extent that they have Xanthippe take them to Paul.

All of this induces her husband to likewise convert.

The Tale of Polyxena

Xanthippe's younger sister, Polyxena, later has a dream in which she is
swallowed by a dragon but then rescued by a beautiful youth.
Xanthippe thinks this means that Satan will win Polyxena unless she is
immediately baptized. But Polyxena's initial attempts to secure baptism
fail and she is abducted in the night by an enemy of Polyxena's

boyfriend and put on a ship to Babylonia.

The winds, however, force the ship to approach one bearing the apostle
Peter, who had been directed by a vision. But demons prevent them
meeting. The ship, instead, goes off course to Greece, where the apostle
Philip has come. Having been directed by a vision, Philip rescues
Polyxena. When his thirty servants, armed with a cross, go to meet the
abductor's army of 8,000, they slay 5,000 soldiers before the remainder
flee. But Polyxena has meanwhile fled in fear. She ends up lost and
unintentionally walks into the empty den of a lioness. When the lioness

returns, Polyxena begs the animal not to eat her before she is baptized.

So the lioness leads her east out of the woods to a road and then goes
back to her den. The apostle Andrew coincidentally walks past and
Polyxena asks for baptism. So they find a well and rescue Rebecca, a
Jewish slave held captive there. Then both are baptized when the
lioness returns and asks Andrew to perform the task.

Later, after Andrew departs, the women briefly gain the company of an
ordinary Christian driving a cart but lose it when they are abducted by
a passing prefect. Rebecca later manages to escape and flee to an old
woman's house (and disappears from the story). Meanwhile, Polyxena
begs the prefect's servants to preserve her virginity; so they tell the
prefect that she is ill. The prefect's son, a convert to Christianity after

witnessing Paul's effect on Thecla, disguises her in his clothing and

sends her to the shore to catch a ship. But a villainous servant overhears
and reports them. They are captured and thrown to a lioness in the
arena. But the lioness turns out to be the one previously encountered
and does no harm. As a result, the entire city takes this to be proof of
the truth of Christianity and so convert en-masse. The narrator reveals
himself as Onesimus, a sailor who has received a vision telling him to
go to a certain part of Greece and pick up both Polyxena and the
prefect's son. However, after his arrival, a storm keeps everyone there
for seven days. So Lucius, who is on board, teaches Christianity to the
entire city. The prefect then gratefully supplies provisions to the ship
and it leaves. Then it comes to rest on an island. The fierce inhabitants
there attack but are defeated, though Polyxena fearfully dives into the
sea and has to be rescued. Eventually all arrive back in Spain and meet

Paul. When Polyxena's abductor returns, Paul converts him as well.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostle_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_the_Apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_the_Apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostle_Andrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prefect
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_Paul_and_Thecla

Thekla the Protomartyr

The Holy Protomartyr and Equal of the Apostles Thekla was born in
the city of Iconium. She was the daughter of rich and illustrious parents,
and she was distinguished by extraordinary beauty. At eighteen years
of age they betrothed her to an eminent youth. But after she heard the
preaching of the holy Apostle Paul about the Savior, Saint Thekla with
all her heart came to love the Lord Jesus Christ, and she steadfastly
resolved not to enter into marriage, but rather to devote all her life to
preaching the Gospel.

Saint Thekla’s mother was opposed to her daughter’s plans and insisted
that she marry her betrothed. Saint Thekla’s fiancé also complained to
the prefect of the city about the Apostle Paul, accusing him of turning
his bride against him. The prefect locked up Saint Paul in prison.
During the night Saint Thekla secretly ran away from her house, and
she bribed the prison guards, giving them all her gold ornaments, and
so made her way into the prison to the prisoner. For three days she sat
at the feet of the Apostle Paul, listening to his fatherly precepts.
Thekla’s disappearance was discovered, and servants were sent out

everywhere looking for her. Finally, they found her in the prison and

brought her home by force. At his trial Saint Paul was sentenced to
banishment from the city. Again they urged Saint Thekla to consent to
the marriage, but she would not change her mind. Neither the tears of
her mother, nor her wrath, nor the threats of the prefect could separate
Saint Thekla from her love for the Heavenly Bridegroom, the Lord
Jesus Christ. Her mother in a insane rage demanded from the judges a
death sentence against her unyielding daughter, and Saint Thekla was
sentenced to be burned. Without flinching, the holy martyr went into
the fire and made the Sign of the Cross over herself. At this moment
the Savior appeared to her, blessing her present deed, and inexpressible
joy filled her holy soul. The flames of the fire shot up high, but the
martyr was surrounded by a light and the flames did not touch her.
Thunder boomed, and a strong downpour of rain and hail extinguished
the fire. The torturers scattered in fear. Saint Thekla, kept safe by the
Lord, left the city and with the help of a certain Christian youth,
searched for the Apostle Paul. The holy apostle and his companions,
among whom was Saint Barnabas, were hidden in a cave not far from
the city, praying fervently, that the Lord would strengthen Saint Thekla
in her sufferings. After this, Saint Thekla went with them preaching
the Gospel in Antioch. In this city she was pursued by a certain
dignitary named Alexander, who was captivated by her beauty. Saint
Thekla refused his offer of marriage, and so she was condemned to
death for being a Christian. Twice they set loose hungry wild animals
upon her, but they would not touch the holy virgin. Instead, they lay

down meekly and licked her feet.



The Providence of God preserved the holy martyr unharmed through
all her torments. Finally, they tied her to two oxen and began to chase
her with red-hot rods, but the strong cords broke asunder like cobwebs,
and the oxen ran off, leaving Saint Thekla unharmed. The people began
shouting, “Great is the God of the Christians!” The prefect himself
became terrified, realizing that the holy martyr was being kept safe by
the Almighty God, Whom she served. He then gave orders to set free
the servant of God Thekla.

With the blessing of the Apostle Paul, Saint Thekla then settled in a
desolate region of Isaurian Seleucia and dwelt there for many years,
constantly preaching the Word of God and healing the sick through her
prayer. Saint Thekla converted many pagans to Christ, and the Church
appropriately names her as “Equal- to-the-Apostles.” Even a pagan
priest, trying to assault her purity and punished for his impudence, was
brought by her to holy Baptism. More than once the Enemy of the race
of man tried to destroy Saint Thekla through people blinded by sin, but
the power of God always preserved this faithful servant of Christ.
When Saint Thekla was already a ninety-year-old woman, pagan
sorcerers became incensed at her for treating the sick for free. They
were unable to comprehend that the saint was healing the sick by the
power of the grace of Christ, and they presumed that the virgin-goddess
Artemis was her special helper. Envious of Saint Thekla, they sent their
followers to defile her. When they came near her, Saint Thekla cried
out for help to Christ the Savior, and a rock split open and hid the holy
virgin, the bride of Christ. Thus did Saint Thekla offer up her holy soul
to the Lord.

The holy Church glorifies the Protomartyr Thekla as “ the glory of
women and guide for the suffering, opening up the way through every
torment.” From of old many churches were dedicated to her, one of
which was built at Constantinople by the holy Equal of the Apostles
Constantine (May 21). The Protomartyr Thekla, a prayerful intercessor
for ascetics, is also invoked during the tonsure of women into

monasticism.

H Ayia Oéxia, n Ilpotoudptopac ko Icandéotorog, katayoray ano
7o Ixovio, tne Mixpadg Aciac. H pntépa tng tav n Oeoxhewa, n onoia
KOTOYOTOV —amd  €UYEVI] KOl  EMUPAVI] OWKOYEVEWL KOl 1TV
gwAoAdTpIocn, Onmg Kot 1 Oékha. Ze niia 18 ypdvev n Ayia
Odha appafoviactnke pe KATOWOV OV TOV EAeyov Oapipn, aAld o
YOUOG TOVG poToumOnke, yori n Oékha &yve ypioTiovi] AOY® TOV
KupfYHoTog Tov Anostorov [Taviov. H Ayia yvapioe tov Atdoctoro
[MadvAo 610 omitt ToL gVGERODG oKoyeveiopyn Ovnoipdpov, OOV kel
ToV GKovGE Vo KnpLTTEL TO AdYo ToL ®g0V. [ Tpelg Nuépeg N Ayia
o0t £Qaye, 00TE TYE 6TO OTiTL TG aKoVyovTag To Bgio KOPNYUA TOV

Amoctorov TTavrov. Otav  untépa Kot 0 uvnotipag g Epnaday yo



T1G véeg ovvnbeteg tng Okhog, TPoKEEVOD va TNV KaOnAdcsovy otV
ewwiloratpia kavovioay vo puiakiotel o [Taviog. Dvcucd 1 Ayia dev
wTon0OnKe, aALG avTiBeTa TYE KPVOA KOl TOV GUVAVTIGE GTI QLANKT
Yo va akovoeL To pedipputa Adyta tov [Tadiov kot yio va poabaivet yuo
70 XproTioviopd. Akolovbmg ot dnkteg Epiéav T OEkha ot EOTIA
YopiG ®oTd00 va Kael apov TV gokéne 0 Oede, aALd KaTdpePOV va
duw&ovv tov Amoctoro ITavro. Otav n Ayia éueve ehevbepn éyoate
tov Andotoro [lavro, Tov omoio evtomice péca 6° éva Tapo pall pe
tov Ovnopopo. Aropdcioe va akoiovdnoet tov [adro kot EpTocay
oV AvTlOxEln, 0ALGL EKEL 1] OLOPPLA TNG TNV EKAVE VO DITOPEPEL TOL
névdewa. [lapodia avtd timoto dev pmopovoe va mronocel ) Beikd
eumvevopévn Béikha. O KOGHOG GACTIGE aPOV Kavéva Bnpio dev v
Kataomapace 06ec Popég Kot av emyeipnoav va v Bavatdcovv.
Metd v mdpodo tov ypoévov 1 Ayio ®ékha mye ota Mvupa g
Avkiog, amd 6mov petd v mapakivinon tov Amoctoérov [laviov
enéotpeye oto [kovio yuo va knpoet exel to Evayyéhio. Xtn cuvéyeia
KaTEPLYE G€ €Vl fOLVO KOVTA 0TI LEAEVKEIN, OTOL AGKNTEYE KoL EV
ovouatt Tov Incod Xpiotod Bepdmeve ToAhovg appmotovg. H dpdon
™G Oumg evoyAnce moAAoOG 1Tpole TG XeAgvkeiag Kul améoTeElaY
TANPOUEVOLS VEOLC VO PLdcovv Ty mapbivo meTévOVTG £TGL OTL |
Ayio O yaoet ™ dOvvoun ™mc. H Ayla Oékha dev pofnonke kaborov
OTaV TOVG €l0€. ZNKMGE Ta, YEPLOL TNG KO TPOGELYNONKE Yo TN o pia
NG Kot ¢ €K BodIOTOC o TETpa oyioTnKe YI' TV Yo va el6EN0EL
péco. Exel avomavtnke yu mwévto xovtd otov ®gd, oe miwcio 90
xpovov. H  exkdnoia pog eoptaler tv  pviun g Ayiog
[potopdptupag kor IoamootoOrov Okhag Tnv 241 Xentepfpiov.

Metropolis of New Jersey
Northern New Jersey Greek Orthodox Youth Committee

Mr. & Miss
GOYA Pageant 2021

GREEK ORTHODOX
METROPOLIS oF NEW JERSEY

Sunday, October 10, 2021 from 4:00-9:00pm

The Hanover Manor
16 Eagle Rock Ave, East Hanover, NJ

Tickets: $60.00 Adults
$40.00 Youth (under 18)

ALL RESERVATIONS IN ADVANCE — NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR

Proceeds to benefit the Northern NJ Greek Orthodox
Youth Scholarship Foundation

See your GOYA Youth Advisors for Reservations/Information
Questions? Email us @ GOYAPageant@agmail.com
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Visit our website: www.AscensionFairview.org
Like us on Facebook:

""Ascension Greek Orthodox Church"”
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THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

SUNDAY, September 19t, 2021
Sunday After Holy Cross

KYPIAKH, 19 Xemrteufoiov, 2021
Metad ™ Yy®oemg

MEMORIAL SERVICES
MNHMOXYNA

3 xpovia: EAévn Katéyn
3 years: Eleni Katechis

4 ypovia: I'ewpylo Zooud

4 years: Georgia Zoumas

10 ypovia: Nuwkohaog Baidong
10 years: Nikolaos Valasis


http://www.ascensionfairview.org/
mailto:info@ascensionfairview.org

