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« Epistle Reading click here
¢ Gospel Reading click here

2022 New Year Message from His Eminence
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

GOSPEL and EPISTLE
READINGS

EPISTLE READING

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8
TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil
your ministry.
For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me
on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

ATTO2TOAIKO ANAI'NQEXMA

Ipog TyéOcov B' 4:5-8 TO avayvooua
Téxvov Tydbee, vilee v mllow, xokomdbnoov, [Ipyov moincov ellayyemotoll, tllv
dakoviay cov mAnpogopncov. [yl y[p [Ion omévdouar, wall [ wopllg tllg TTullg
Ovalvoewg Ceéotkev. TOv OyDvo tlv xoaAr[Jv Oyovicpor, t)v dpouov tetédeka, tllv
mioTv TeT)pnKo Aowodv, [mokertal pot [ Tl dikalochvng otépavog, (v [Imodmoel pot [
KOplog v Hxetvl] Tl Duépll, [ dlkawog kprtng ol povov 301 [uoi, AL kall macwv tollg
Ayomnkooty TV Emedvelay aOTod.

GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophets,
'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who shall prepare your way; the voice of one


http://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=368&event=1164&date=01/02/2022
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=367&event=1166&date=12/19/2021
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=386&event=1164
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=337&event=1166

crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight." John was
baptizing in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And
he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals
I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit."

EYAITEAIKO ANAI'NQXMA

Ex tov Kata Mapkov 1:1-8 Evayyeliov 10 Avayvooua
LApy] Tol] gl layyeriov [lIncol! Xpwstoll, vilol! Tol]l @sgol]. [1Qc yéypamtor [lv Tollg
npoontors, (160l [lyl[] [Imootéhhm Tllv [lyyehdov pov wmpll mpocodmOvL oov, [Ig
KoTookevdoel Tv [106v cov [1pumpocOév cov: omv Bollvrog (v T[] [pfqunll, [Itowpdoote
v 1ol v Kvpiov, € 10¢giac mowelIte Tl Tpifovg alltoll, [yévero [lmavvng BantiCov [y
Tl COpqpnl] kall knpiccov pantiopa peravoiog el 'g [peowv [paptiliv. Kall [1Eemopeveto
npllg alltllv wlloa [1 [1lovdaia yopa kall ol [1lepocorvplitar, kall [Pantifovro mavreg (v
Tt Ulopdavl] motap'] [nll allrol] [&oporoyovpevor Tl [paptiag alltllv. [v 81 [
Dlodvvng [vogovpévog Tpiyos kapqrov kall {ovny deppoativyy mep] Tllv ol v alltoll,
ko] [oBiov [kpidag kall péa [yprov. Kal! [kfpvoce Aéyov: [pyeton [ [oyvpdtepos pov
[mico pov, o] ol Ik g /pnl] [Tkavllg koyag Alloon Tl v [pavra tllv [modnparov alltol - [yl

pev épantica vpag &v VdaTL, KUTOG d¢ Panticsr Luag év Ivevpatt “Ayiw.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday, January 2, 2022
Sunday Before Epiphany
9:00am-12 noon,

Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, January 4, 2022
St. Nikephoros the Leper
9:00 am -11:30 am

Wednesday, January S, 2022
Eve of Theophany
9:00 am -11:30 am
Great Hours Divine Liturgy
Agiasmos

Thursday, January 6, 2022
Holy Epiphany
9:00 am-12 noon
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy




Presiding His Grace
Bishop Apostolos of Medeia
1:30 p.m. Blessing of the Waters
on the pier of ""The Yacht Club"
541 River Road
Edgewater, NJ

Friday, January 7, 2022
Saint John the Baptist
9:00am -11:00 am
Orthros, Divine Liturgy
Greek School Opens
with the Blessings of Fr. Christos,
Agiasmos and Vasilopita

HNPOI'PAMMA
AKOAOYOIQN

Kvpuwaxn, 2 lavovapiov, 2022

Kvpuwkn wpv o Ogoodvera
9:00 tp-12pp
‘OpOpog, Ocio Asttovpyia

Tpitn. 4 lovovapiov, 2022

‘Ocrog Nikn@opog o Aempog
9:00 tp-12pp
‘OpBpoc, Ocia Agrtovpyia

Teraptn, 5 lavovapiov, 2022
MHopapovi] Tov POTOV
9p-11:30 tp
M. Qpeg Ocio Asrtovpyia,
Méyog Aywoopdg

IIéuntn, 6 lavovapiov, 2022
Ta Aywe Ogopdvera

9:00 Tp-12pp
Apyepatiky Osia Asitovpyia
ano tov Enicxoro Mnoeias Anocrolo
Méyag Ayracuog
1:30 p.u. Ayracuos oro "The Yacht Club"
541 River Road, Edgewater, NJ

Iapaockevi), 7 lavovapiov, 2022
Xoveéis Tov [podpépov
9:00 Tp-117tp
‘OpBpoc, Ocia Asrtovpyia
Avoiyel to EAdngviké Xyoleio

ue Ayiaouo ko tnv Baoilomra



ano m. Xpioto

DONATE to the ASCENSION CHURCH click here

Saint Nikephoros the Leper

Father Nikephoros (Nicholas Tzanakakis in the world) was born in 1890 in a mountainous

village in Khania, in Sikari, Kastanohori to the west of the prefecture with a healthy climate,
with beautiful forests, rich waters, gorges and caves. This village has a peculiarity that we do
not often encounter: it is divided into eleven neighbourhoods, which have also been named
after the families who first settled there. So Saint Nikephoros was born in the neighbourhood
of Kostoyianides.

His parents were simple and pious villagers, who died when he was still a young child,
leaving him as an orphan. So, at the age of thirteen, he left his home. His grandfather, who
had undertaken to raise him, went to Khania to work there in a barbershop in order to learn
the job. Then he showed the first signs of Hansen’s disease, i.e. leprosy. The lepers were
isolated on the island of Spinalonga because leprosy was a contagious disease and it was
treated with fear and dismay.

Nicholas was sixteen years old when signs of the disease began to become more
conspicuous, so he left on a boat to Egypt in order to avoid being confined to Spinalonga. He
remained in Alexandria, working in a barbershop again, but the signs of the disease became
more and more apparent, especially on his hands and face. That is why, through the
intervention of a cleric, he went to Chios, where there was a church for lepers at that time,
and the priest was Father Anthimos Vagianos, later Saint Anthimos (+ February 15).
Nicholas arrived in Chios in 1914 at the age of twenty-four. In the leper hospital of Chios,
which was a complex with many homesteads, there was a chapel of Saint Lazarus, where the

wonderworking icon of Panagia Ypatkoe1 (Feb. 2) was kept. In this space, the course of
virtues was opened for Nicholas. Within two years Saint Anthimos considered him ready for
the angelic Schema and tonsured him with the name Nikephoros. The disease progressed and
evolved in the absence of suitable drugs, causing many large lesions (a drug was found in
1947).

Father Nikephoros lived with unquestioning, genuine obedience to his Spiritual Father, and
with austere fasting, working in the gardens. He also recorded the miracles of Saint
Anthimos, which he had witnessed with his own eyes (many of these were related to the
deliverance of those possessed by demons).

There was a special spiritual relationship between Saint Anthimos and the monk Nikephoros,
who always remained close to him, as Father Theoklitos Dionysiatis writes in his book Saint
Anthimos of Chios. Father Nikephoros prayed at night for hours on end making countless
metanias, he did not quarrel with anyone, nor injure anyone’s heart, and he was the master
chanter of the temple. Because of his illness, however, he slowly lost his sight, and so he
chanted the troparia and the Epistles from memory.

The Chios leprosarium was closed in 1957 and the remaining patients, together with Father
Nikephoros, were sent to Saint Barbara’s home for lepers in Athens, in Aigaleo. At that time,

Father Nikephoros was about 67 years old. His members and his eyes were completely
altered and distorted by the disease.

There, Father Eumenios also lived there at the home for lepers. He also suffered from
Hansen’s disease, but with the medication he received, he was completely cured. However,


https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/305721?widget=1
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2019/02/15/205444-st-anthimus-of-chios

he decided to remain in the home for lepers for the rest of his life near his fellow sufferers,
caring for them with much love. Thus he submitted to Father Nikephoros, to whom the Lord
had given many gifts as a reward for his patience. A crowd of people gathered in the humble
cell of the leper Nikephoros, in Saint Barbara in Aigaleo to obtain his prayers. Here are some
testimonies of those who met him:

“While he was prostrate with wounds and pains, he did not complain, but he showed great
patience.”

“He had the charisma of consoling those who were sad. His eyes were permanently irritated,
and he had limited sight. He also had stiffness in his hands and paralysis in his lower limbs.
Nonetheless, he endured all of this in the sweetest, meek, smiling,

delightful way, and he was also pleasant and lovable.”

“His face, which was eaten away by the marks of his illness, and his wounds, shone. It was a
joy for those who saw this destitute and seemingly feeble man saying, May His holy name be
glorified.”

Father Nikephoros reposed on January 4, 1964, at the age of 74. After three years, his holy
relics were exhumed and found to be fragrant. Father Eumenios and other believers reported
many cases where miracles occurred by calling on Saint Nikephoros to intercede with God.
The life of Saint Nikephoros was a brilliant example and model for everyone. He was
pleasing to God because he had endured so much. For this reason, we have many testimonies
that our saint received from the Holy Spirit the gift of discernment as and a host of other
charisms. We should note that most of the miracles are recorded, and today the saint gives
generous help to anyone in need. Surely there will be many more miracles which not have
not yet been made manifest.

‘Oocwo¢ Nikn@opog 0 Aempog
O matp Nuneopog (katd koéopo Nikoroog Tlavakdkng) yevvnOnke 6° €va opevd ymplo
Tov Xaviov, 6To ZNpiKapl, KAoTovoy®pt oTo dVTIKE Tov Nopol e VYIEWO KAMuo, He
OpopPa. déor, TAoHGLo VEP, Papayylo Kot omiAata. To xwpld avtd €xet po Wopopeio IOV
OEV TNV GLVAVTOVUE GLYVA: Eival YOPIOUEVO GE EVOEKN YELTOVIEG, Ol OTOIEG POV KOl TO
ovopo Tovg and TIG 0KOYEVELES OV TpwToKatoiknoav ekel. 'Etol o Aytog pog yevvinke
omv yerovid tov Kootoyidvyndmv. Ot yoveig tov Ntav amiol kot gvAafeis ympikoi, ot
omoiol v axoun NTov uKpo modi méhavayv kot tov denoav opeoavd. 'Etol, og nilkio 13
€10V, £pVYE amd To onitt Tov. O TaTTOVE TOL TOL &lye AVAAAPEL Vo TOV LEYOANDGEL TOV TNYE
ota Xovid vo epyooTtel kel 67 éva kKovpeio yio va pdbet tnv dovield. Tote epedvice Kot ta
TPAOTA oNUElR TNG VOGOL ToL XAvoev OnA. v Aémpa. Exeivn v emoyr], Toug Aempolc Toug
OATOLOVOVOV GTO VNG1 ZTIvVaAOYKa, S10TL 1| AETPA (OC LETAOOTIKT] APPDCTIH OVTIUETOTILOVTOV
HE POPO Kol amoTPOTOGHLO.
O Nworaoog 6tav Eywve 16 €1V ko 0tav To onuddlo TG vOGou Gpyloay vo yivovtol o
EUQOVT, Y10 VO, ATTOPVYEL TOV EYKAEIGUO TOV OTNV XAVOAOYKO EQUYE LE KATO0 KapaPt yia.
v Afyonro. Exel éueve epyaldpevog otnv Aie&dvopela, mdAl 6° €vo Kovpeio, OUOC To
onuadia TG vooou yivovtay OAo Kol 1o ELGOVT, 101M¢ oTa ¥EPLoL Kol 6T0 Tpocwmo. [ avtod
UE TNV UECOAGPNON £VOG KANPIKOV KATEQUYE GTNV Xi0, OTOV LINPYE TOTE EVO AETPOKOLETD,
6TO OTO10 NTaV 1EpevE 0 matp AvOiuog Boaywovog, o peténerta Ayrog AvOiog (BAéne 15
Ddefpovapiov).
O Nworaog éptace otn Xio to 1914 n.X. og nlkio 24 etov. Xto Aempokopeio g Xiov,
OV NTAV £VOL GLYKPOTNUO LE TOAAG OLLOIOUOPPO. GTLTAKLO, VINPYE TO EKKANGAKL TOV Aylov
Aalbpov, 6mov puidocovtay 1 Bavpatovpyog ewkdva g [Hoavaylog g Yrakong. X’ avtdv
TOV Y®OPO AVOLEE TO GTAOL0 TV aPET®V Y10 ToV NikoAao. Méca og 2 ypdvia o Aytog AvOipog
TOV €KPLVE £TOLUO Y10 TO OyYEMKO GYNUO Kot TOV EKelpe povayd pe 1o dvopo Niknedpo. H
vOG0G TPOoY®POoVoE Kot eEEMGGOVTAV KO EAAEIYEL KOTOANA®V QOPUAK®V, ETEPEPE TOAAEG
Kot PeYdAeg aAloldoels (to papuaxo Ppébnke apydtepa to 1947 n.X.).


http://www.saint.gr/02/15/index.aspx

O m. Nwneopog Lovce pe adidkpirn, yvinolwr vrokon, He vnoteio avotpn, epyaldUevog
6ToVG kNTove. Malota katéypaye og £vo Katdloyo Kot to. favpato tov Ayov AvBipov, ta
omown elye ot «1dio1g Opactvy» (moAld apopovcav Bepameieg dailoviLOLeEV®V).

Ymipye o 0aitepn TveLpaTiky oxéon tov Aytov AvOov pe tov povayd Nikneopo, o
omoiog «ovdé &v Prua epdikpovev om’ oVTOL», OTMG OVOEEPEL 0 motnp Oedkinrtog
Awovuoidng oto Bipiio Tov «O Ayiloc AvOipog g Xiovy. O . Niknedpog Tposevydtay
vOYTO OPEG ATEAEIMTEG, KAVOVTOC LETAVOLEC AUETPNTES, OEV ElxE AOYOPEPEL E KOVEVA OVTE
YOAOCE TNV KOPAL KATOL0L KL TOV 0 KUPLog WaATng Tov vaov. EE attiag tng acBeveiog Tov
OUMGC, OLYA-O1Yl £XOCE TO PMOC TOL Kl £TCL EYOALE TO TEPLGGATEPO TPOTAPLN KO OIYYEIAE
Tovg AmooTolovg 0mtd oTHBovg.

To 1957 n.X. éxheloe to AwPoxopeio g Xiov kot Tovg gvomopsivavteg aobeveic pali pe
Tov matépa Nikneopo tovg éoteilov otov Avtihempikd Xtabud Ayioc BapPdapoc Abnvov,
oto Arydiew. Tnv emoyn eketvn o moatp Niknedopog ntav mepimov 67 etmv. Ta uéAn Tov Ko
To. pdtio Tov eiyov tedeing aAloiwbel kol Tapopopwbel amd TV vOGo.

Exel, otov avtilenpwcd otabud {ovoe ot o matmp Evuéviog, o omolog &iye ki owtog
npooPinbel amd v voco Tov XAVoev, OAAG HE TNV EMTLYN QOPUOKELTIKY Oy®YN
Bepanevnke TEdeiwc. Amepdoioe Opwg vo petvel 6Ao to vroAouto g {wNg Tov PEGH GTOV
aVTIAETPIKO 6TOOO KOVTE 6TOVG Guvacheveig TOv, TOLg omoiovg PPOVTILE He TOAAN aydm).
‘Etot €yve ko vmotokTikdg otov matépa Nikneopo, 6Tov omoio g avtapolPn TS VTOUOVIS
tov 0 Kvuplog tov elye omoel moAld yopiocpota. [TAn0og kdopov cuvvéppee 6TO TOMEWVO
KEAAGKL TOVv Aempol povayod Nikneopov, otnv Ayio BapBapa tov Arydiew, yio va mépet
v guyn Tov. [apabétope pepucés paptupieg GoWV TOV YVOPIGAV:

«Ev® 0 1010G TOov NTOV KATAKOITOC, 1e TANYEG Kol TOVOLGS, 0V YOyyvle aAAG £0etyve PeYAAN
Kaptepion. «Eixe 1o yapiopa g mapnyoptds tov OAPopévov. To pdtie tov oV povipnmg
epedopéva, n Opaorn tov grayiortn, €iye OYKLANDGCELS OTO ¥EPLOL KOl TOPAAVON OTA KAT®
dxpa. IMop’ 6ho avtd NTOV YALKOTOTOC, UEWMYLOG, YOUOYEAACTOS, OMYEITO YOPLTOUEVO
TEPIOTATIKA, NTAV EVYAPIOTOC, alayanntogy. «To TpdowTo Tov, TOV NTAYV PAYOUEVO OO TO
oTiypota g achévelog, Kot Tig TANYES, EAaUTE KL Emaipvoy xapd 6Got Tov EBAEmaV auTOV
TOV TAUTTOYO KOl QUVOUEVIKA acBev] dvBpomo mov éleye: Ag eivan dofacpévo to dylo
Ovopa Tovy.

Ye nAikio 74 etwv, otig 4 lavovapiov Tov 1964 p.X., kowndnke o matmp Niknedpog. Metd
™V ekTaQn, To dye Tov Astyava gvwdialav. O matnp Evpéviog, kot dAhot motol avépepav
TOALEG TEPIMTAOGELG, OOV £yvav Bavduato pe v enikAnor tov tpecPeudv mpog tov Oco,
oV ToTpOg Nikneopov. Aaumpd mapddelypa Kot TpdTuTo Yo OAovs pog o Biog Tov Ociov
Numneopov, ntav evdpectog 610 Oed d10TL VIEUEWVE TOAAA. [1a To AdYyo avtd Ko €xovpe
TOALEG paptopieg: 6Tl 0 Ayrog pag eixe dgxbel and to IMavdayo IMvedupo to ydpiopa g
dropatikotnTog Kabmg Kot TAN00g AAA®V yopiopatov. Xpeldletol emiong vo oNUEIMCOUE OTL
mieiota gival Ta Oadpato wov glvarl Kotoypappévo Kabdg Péypt Kot oUePa 0 Aylog didet
amhdyepa Ponbela e dmowov €xel avdykn. Xiyovpa B vdpyovv kot GAAa TOAAG BovpacTd
7ov dev Ba £xovv £pbetl oty empdvela.

«IToud1d pov, Tpocevyecbs; Kot TS TPocseHyeshE; ... e TV gvy1| Tov INGov va Tpocevyecbe,
pe to KYPIE THXOY XPIXTE, EAEHZON ME. 'Etol va mpocedyecte. 'Etotl etvar kodd»

(matp Niknedpog).

The Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

About the beginning of our Lord's thirtieth year, John the Forerunner, who was some
six months older than Our Saviour according to the flesh, and had lived in the

wilderness since his childhood, received a command from God and came into the parts



of the Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance unto the remission of sins. Then our
Saviour also came from Galilee to the Jordan, and sought and received baptism though
He was the Master and John was but a servant. Whereupon, there came to pass those
marvellous deeds, great and beyond nature: the Heavens were opened, the Spirit
descended in the form of a dove upon Him that was being baptized and the voice was
heard from the Heavens hearing witness that this was the beloved Son of God, now
baptized as a man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:1-22). From these events the
Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ and the great mystery of the Trinity were
demonstrated. It is also from this that the present feast is called "Theophany," that is,
the divine manifestation, God's appearance among men. On this venerable day the
sacred mystery of Christian baptism was inaugurated; henceforth also began the

saving preaching of the Kingdom of the Heavens.

Avio Ogo@avern

Tovg ovpavovg Banticpa Tov Xpirotov oyicay,
Tovg awtd un ypaivovtag Evoov e1cayet.
Béntioev ev motapm Xprotov [Ipoddpopog kotd EKTny.

Ta Ayia Ogopdvelo etval pio amd TIC apyolOTEPES €0PTEG TNG EKKANGIOG MG 1 Omoid
BeomicOnke 1o 20 audva W.X. Ko avaeépetor otn eovépwon e Ayiag Tpiddoc Katd
Bémtion tov Incod Xpiotod. H 1otopia g Pantiong £xet og e€ng: Metd and Oela eviodn o
Iowdavvng o TIpddpopog eykatéretye v epnukn {on ko MABe otov lopddvn motapd dmov
knpvtte kol Pantile. Exel mapovoidodnke kdmoa nuépa o Incovg kot {ftnoe va. PanticOet.
O Ilwavvng, av kot to Aylo Ilvedua tov elye TANPOPOPNGEL TOLOC MHTAV EKEIVOC TOL TOV
ntovoe va PanticBel, oy apyn apveitoan vo tov Pamtioel 1oyvpldpuevog 0tL 0 id10¢ Exet
avaykn va ponticfel and Exeivov. O Incoig dumg tov e€nynoe 0Tt avtd nTav to BEANU0 T
®eob ko tov émeloe vo tov Pamtioel. Kot tote unpootd ota EkmAnkto patio Tov Oeatmv
Stdpapotiodnke pion HOVOSIKY KOl HEYOAEIOONG OKMvY, OTOV HE TNV HOPeN &VOG
nepoteplov kKotABe 1o Aylo Ilvevpo kot kabioe endveo oto Pamtildpevo Incov, evod
oLYYPOVOG akovoOnke and Tov ovpavo M eoVH Tov o M omoin £heye: «OvTOC €oTiv O
Y16¢ pov o ayomntog, ev @ gvdOKNGo» («AVTog glvat 0 ayomnpuévog Lov Y10c, autog givat o
EKAEKTOG LLOLY).

Amo 16te Ko To BAmTiopo TV ¥p1oTIOvVOVY, OEV EivOl «EV DOATY, OTMG TO PamTicua
«uetovolag» tov lodvvn, adAd «ev ITvedpoatt Ayio». O Kopilog pe 1o vo fantiotel ayioce to
vEPO, TO £KOVE VEPO AYOGHOV Kol cUUPAinong pe o ®ed. 'Etor n Bantion tov Kvpiov
dvoite 1 Bvpa tov Mvotnpiov tov Bamrticuatoc. Me v xoBoptikny yapn ToL ayiov
Bantiopatog 0o malotog apaptolog avipmrog avakowviletor kol pe tnv tpnon tov deiov
EVIOA®V YiveTol KANPOVOLOG TG POGIAELNS TV OVPAVDV.

Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John

In the Orthodox Church it is customary, on the day following the Great Feasts of the Lord



and the Mother of God, to remember those saints who participated directly in the sacred
event. So, on the day following the Theophany of the Lord, the Church honors the one who
participated directly in the Baptism of Christ, placing his own hand upon the head of the
Savior.

Saint John, the holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, whom the Lord called the greatest of
the prophets, concludes the history of the Old Testament and opens the era of the New
Testament. The holy Prophet John bore witness to the Only-Begotten Son of God, incarnate
in the flesh. Saint John was accounted worthy to baptize Him in the waters of the Jordan, and
he was a witness of the Theophany of the Most Holy Trinity on the day of the Savior’s
Baptism.

The holy Prophet John, the son of the Priest Zachariah and Righteous Elizabeth, was related
to the Lord on His mother’s side. The holy Forerunner, John, was born six months before
Christ. The Archangel Gabriel announced his birth in the Temple at Jerusalem, revealing to
Zachariah that a son was to be born to him.

Through the prayers offered beforehand, the child was filled with the Holy Spirit. Saint John
prepared himself in the wilds of the desert for his great service by a strict life, by fasting,
prayer and sympathy for the fate of God’s people.

At the age of thirty, he came forth preaching repentance. He appeared on the banks of the
Jordan, to prepare the people by his preaching to accept the Savior of the world. In church
hymnology, Saint John is called a “bright morning star,” whose gleaming outshone the
brilliance of all the other stars, announcing the coming dawn of the day of grace, illumined
with the light of the spiritual Sun, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Having baptized the sinless Lamb of God, Saint John soon died a martyr’s death, beheaded
by the sword on orders of King Herod at the request of his daughter Salome. (On Saint John
the Baptist, see Mt.3:1-16, 11:1-19, 14:1-12; Mark 1:2-8, 6:14-29; Luke 1:5-25, 39-80, 3:1-
20, 7:18-35, 9:7-9; John 1:19-34, 3:22-26).

The Transfer of the Right Hand of the holy Forerunner from Antioch to Constantinople (956)
and the Miracle of Saint John the Forerunner against the Hagarenes (Moslems) at Chios:

The body of Saint John the Baptist was buried in the Samaritan city of Sebaste. The holy
Evangelist Luke, who went preaching Christ in various cities and towns, came to Sebaste,
where they gave him the right hand of the holy Prophet John, the very hand with which he
had baptized the Savior. The Evangelist Luke took it with him to his native city of Antioch.
When the Moslems seized Antioch centuries later, a deacon named Job brought the holy
hand of the Forerunner from Antioch to Chalcedon. From there, on the eve of the Theophany
of the Lord, it was transferred to Constantinople (956) and kept thereafter.

In the year 1200, the Russian pilgrim Dobrynya, who later became Saint Anthony,
Archbishop of Novgorod (February 10), saw the right hand of the Forerunner in the imperial
palace. From the Lives of the Saints we learn that in the year 1263, during the capture of
Constantinople by the Crusaders, the emperor Baldwin gave one bone from the wrist of Saint
John the Baptist to Ottonus de Cichon, who then gave it to a Cistercian abbey in France.

The right hand continued to be kept in Constantinople. And at the end of the fourteenth to the
beginning of the fifteenth centuries, the holy relic was seen at Constantinople in the
Peribleptos monastery by the Russian pilgrims Stephen of Novgorod, the deacon Ignatius,
the cantor Alexander and the deacon Zosimus. When Constantinople fell to the Turks in
1453, sacred objects were gathered up at the the conqueror’s orders and kept under lock in
the imperial treasury.

In the Lives of the Saints is clear testimony that in the year 1484 the right hand of the holy
Forerunner was given away by the son of the Moslem sultan Bayazet to the knights of
Rhodes to gain their good will, since a dangerous rival for Bayazet, his own brother, had
allied himself with them. A contemporary participant, the vice-chancellor of Rhodes,
Wilhelm Gaorsan Gallo, also speaks of this event. The knights of Rhodes, having established




their base on the island of Malta (in the Mediterranean Sea), then transferred the sacred relic
they had received to Malta.

When the Russian Tsar Paul I (1796-1801) became Grand Master of the Maltese Order in
honor of the holy Prophet John, the right hand of the Baptist, part of the Life-Creating Cross
and the Philermos Icon (October 12) of the Mother of God (from Mt Philermos on the island
of Rhodes) were transferred in 1799 from the island of Malta to Russia [because of the
Napoleonic threat], to the chapel at Gatchina (October 12). In the same year these sacred
items were transferred into the church dedicated to the Icon of the Savior Not Made by
Hands at the Winter Palace. A special service was composed for this Feast.

Besides the Synaxis of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John, the
Russian Orthodox Church celebrates his memory on the following days: September 23, his
Conception; June 24, his Nativity; August 29, his Beheading; February 24, the First and
Second Finding of his Head; May 25, the Third Finding of his Head; October 12, the
Transfer of his Right Hand from Malta to Gatchina (1799).

2VveELS ToV ayiov evodcov IpoenTov,
IIpodpopov kor Bantietov Iowdvvou
Amo moAd moMd €xel kabopiobel va egoptdlovpe Katd TNV €mopévn nMuépa Tov Ayimv

®copaveiov v Xoveén tov Tlpoenrrtov, lpodpduov kar Bomtiotod , yio 1o Adyo OTL
abiwbnke va Partioer tov Incov Xpioto. O Tiwog TIpddpopog vanpée o Opbpog mov
aviyyelle Tov epyouo e nuépag tov Kupiov. O ‘Opbpog mov mpornyndnke tng AvatoAng tov
HAiov g dwkanoovvnc. ‘Etot tov ovoudlet £vog vuvog tov Ocopaveiwy .

«Dovi Podvtog gv TN epNUO , €Ttolpdcate v 0d6v tov Kvupiovy. Outkel 10 otépo Tov
Aockntov. O yopiopatikds avBpwmog mov avadeiydnke «ueilov ev yevvnroig yovakavy. O
Aywoc Iodvvng o IIpddpopog kKnpvGceel TPOSPOUIKE HEGO GTNV EPNUO TO LIVLUO TOV
Evayyeiiov tov Xprotov. Eavabopiler ta mpoentikd Adyw tov Hooiov o Evayyelotg
Méprxog, mov PePaing avapépoviar otov peyaro epnuitn tov lopdavov. O Iwdvvng o
[Ipddpopog knpvoocel, pe mévie Papvonuovies Aécels 6,1t Bo d104Eel Alyo apydtepa o
Incovg: «Metavoeite, Nyywke yop 1 Pactieio TV ovpavavy.

Alyeg og aplBpd ot AéEetg tov, aAld PBapiég oe duvaun paptopiog. O dyyelog g epnpov
wpoeTondlel tov gpyond tov Kvuplov Ko knpdooel GLVOMTIKA TIG OlGTAGES TOV
AMtpotikod tov €pyov. To mpodpopkd avtd €pyo tov Ilwdavvov koboyrdleTor kot
EMKLPAOVETOL oo Tov eV Tpradt Oed o1o yeyovog g Panticemg tov Kvpiov. O Iodvvng o
Boantiotig ntav avapeifoia po aokntikn euoloyvouia. «Eixe to évévpa avtov amd tpiydv
KopnAov kot {ovny deppotivy tepl TN 06QHV anTov, 1) O TPOPT VTOD 1V 0KPIOES KO LEAL
dyprov ». Avtd onpaivel Tog o lodvvng NTav cuyypdvmg Kot TPOdPOLOS, OAAL KoL VTOGYEST
oAV TV Aylov AGKNTOV TG YPoTovVIKng epnpov. Eivor mold yapoktnpiotikd Ot 10
Bacwkd £pyo Tov lmdvvov NTav V' apurVIcEL TIG GUVENCELS TV OKOVOVTMOV TO KPLYHA TOL
Kot Oyl v OomehoeL Ta aVTLd TOLG,.

To knpvyud ToVv, KNPLYHO LETAVOING, OKOTEVE GTNV GLUVEWONTOTOINGT Kot £E0YOPEVOT TNG
EVOYNG TOVG, TOV apapTIOV Tovs. «Kat eEemopedeto mpog avtdv mhoa 1 lovdaio yodpa Kot ot
Iepocorvpitar, kot efantitovto ndvteg ev T lopddvn motapd va' avtov ££opoA0YOVHEVOL
TOG OHOPTIOG QVTOVY.

H popropia, n eovi Tov ayyélov tg epnpov eivar n ida n povi ¢ ExkAnciog mov fondd
TOV AvOPOTO VO OvVaYVOPIGEL 6TO TPOSHOTO TOL XP1oToL Tov Meooia péco oty Eepn Kot
Gvudpn £pMo Tov TaPOVTOG KOGHOV.

H Exxdnocio pag kodel 6t onuepvy €0pt Vo 0KOVGOVUE TNV «P®VN fOOVTOG €V TN PO
...» KOl Vo TPOETOUdcovpe 0ol pog «tnv 0d6v Kvuplovy, yuo va eéovbicel 1 €pnupog mov
Codpe ko Aéyetar ovyypovn kowovia kot o kabévag pag va Puncer 1o Pabdtepo kot
TOALOVVOALO VONUA TNG LLE TO « ameADElV €1G epnpiay TV TaH®V TOVY.



Opwg, v nuépa avtn €opTalOVIE Kol TO YEYOVOS TG HeTapopds otnv Kovotoaviivoumoin
g Tiog Xepog tov Ayiov Imdvvov tov IIpodpopov, mov Eyve Kot Tov akdAovOo TpdTO:
Otav o Evayyehotig Aovkdg petéfn oty moAn Xefaotn oty onoia glxe eviaplacbei to
tipo Agtyavo tov IIpodpouov, mapéraPe amd Tov Tapo ™ de1d yeipa tov Ayiov Imdavvou
Kol TNV UETEPEPE otV AvTioxela. Ao g de&1dg yepog tov TIpodpduov yivovtav otnv
Avtioyeto, ToAAd Oadpota. Aéyetar palota 6Tl Kotd v €0pt) ¢ Yymoemg tov Tipiov
Ztavpov o Emickomoc avoyove kor v tio Xeipa. Tnv opa g ovoydoemg dArote
EKTEIVOTOV Kol AALOTE GLOTEAAOTAY. Me TV £KTaoN TNG dNA®VE guEOpPia KOPTMOV, EVED LE
NV GLOTOAN MA®VE avéyew Kol PTOYEW. [t Tov AdYo avtd mOAAOL AVTOKPATOPES TOV
Bulavtiov embBopovcav va v mdpovv kai, kvpiog, or Kewvotavtivog kot Popoavoc, ot
[oppupoyévvnrot. ‘Etct, Aowdv, katd v mepiodo mov SETEAEGOV AVTOKPATOPES ALTOL Ol
dvo, kdémolog duakovog g Exkinciog tov Avtoxéov, 1o ovopalopevoc, éva Bpadv mov
Katd TV Topddocn ot Xpiotiavoli terovoay v akoAovdia tov Aylacpov, dprace v ayia
yelpa tov Ilpodpdpov kar v petépepe omv Kovotaviivovmoin. Exel o @uloypiotog
OVTOKPATOPOS, OPOV TNV aomacOnke pe moAD oegfocud, v tomobétnoe ota Poactikd
avAKTOPOL.

H obvaén tov motdov, e avauvnon tov yeyovotog g HETaKooNg g tipiog Xepdg tov
mpodpdpov oty Kovotavtivodmodn, etereito oty meproyn tov Gopakiov (1 Zewpakiov ).

OUR SPIRITUAL LEADER
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Rev. Christos L. Pappas
Protopresbyter
office: 201-945-6448
cell: 201-707-4737
fatherchristos@yahoo.com

Anastasia Perdikos
Office Administrator
office: 201-945-6448
info@ascensionfairview.org

DONATE to the ASCENSION CHURCH click here

LIGHT a VIRTUAL CANDLE & SAY a PRAYER click here

LIVE STREAM click
here

DO YOU SHOP ON AMAZON.COM?

AmazonSmile: You shop. Amazon gives.

If you shop on Amazon.com, logon INSTEAD to AmazonSmile, Amazon's


https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/305721?widget=1
http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/
https://boxcast.tv/channel/rux4k0bhqfxghfthtisy
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1503992
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1503992

foundation (The AmazonSmile Foundation). AmazonSmile makes it simple
for you to support our Ascension Church every time you shop, at NO COST
to you. The AmazonSmile Foundation donates 0.5% of the purchase price from
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. AmazonSmile is a separate portal of
Amazon.com, so be sure to TURN-ON AmazonSmile via your Amazon.com
account. See TIPS below to designate the Ascension Church as your charity and
begin supporting our church NOW!

dMazon

You shop. Amazon ives.

Help us every time
you shop Amazon.

TIPS to sign up and designate the Ascension Church as your charity:

Click on smile.amazon.com

Sign-in to your Amazon account credentials

click Your Account (click on your name)

scroll down and go to Settings

tap Your AmazonSmile

click to support Greek Orthodox Church of the Ascension in Fairview Inc

VERY IMPORTANT ..
When shopping you MUST sign-on smile.amazon.com
ADD the shortcut to your phone when on smile.amazon.com
1. tap the share icon (square with up arrow)
2. tap ADD to Home Screen
3. tap the smile.amazon.com icon anytime from your home screen to start
shopping
4. to keep AmazonSmile ON in the app, you must have Notifications
enabled ("Turn on AmazonSmile")

REMEMBER ... ONLY purchases through smile.amazon.com (not


https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1503992
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1503992
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1503992
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1503992
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1503992
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1503992
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1503992

www.amazon.com) will support our Ascension Church. You'll find the
exact same low prices and the exact same convenient shopping
experience of amazon.com including expedited shipping options of
the tens of millions of products that are eligible for donations. You
will see eligible products marked "Eligible for AmazonSmile
donation.”

If you have any questions about setting up your smile.amazon.com account,
contact Anastasia, our Office Administrator, at (201) 945-6448 or you may
contact Amazon.com customer service.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GRFEK ORTHODOX
METROPOLIS o8 NEW JERSEY

2022 Vasilopita Celebration

His Eminence,
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

Cordially invites the Reverend Clergy and their families,
the Members of the Metropolis Council,
the Archons of the Order of St. Andrew,
the Members of the Metropolis Philoptochos Society,
the Presidents of the Parish Councils and Parish Philoptochos
Societies, and all heads of the Parish Organizations to the
Metropolis Headquarters (215 E. Grove Street, Westfield, NJ)
to celebrate the New Year with the Cutting of the Vasilopita on

Monday, January 3, 2022 at 6:00pm
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2022



https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1503992

GREEK OrRTHODOX METROPOLIS ©* NEW JERSEY

Iera Mutronmoalz NeAz: [EPZEHE

December 30, 2021

To the Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy
Of the Northern Mew Jersey Region of the
Greek Crthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved Fathers,

| pray you and your families are well, both spiritually and physically, having celebrated the
Mativity of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.

It is with great joy that | inform you that the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey
will conduct an Epiphany Celebration and the Blessing of the Waters Service on Thursday,
January 6, 2022 at 1:30pm. The celebration will be taking place on the pier of The Yacht
Club located at 541 River Road, Edgewater, New Jersey 07020 after the completion of the
Divine Liturgy at the Ascension Greek Orthodox Church in Fairview, New Jersay,

Please know that your presence is requested at this beautiful Annual Celebration, which
was first established last year. You are asked to arrive no later than 1:15pm so that the service
may begin in a timely manner. Moreover, you are to bring your rasso and epitrachelion with
you so that you may participate in the service of the Blessing of the Waters.

In addition to your presence, you are kindly reguested to bring at least 10 persons from
your community with you to the Yacht Club to attend this Annual Epiphany celebration in
order to add to the celebratory atmasphere.

I sincerely look forward to your participation and the participation of the devout faithiul
from your community whose presence will enrich the Epiphany Celebration. | Convey to you His
Eminence our Archhishop's paternal blessings; | pray that you have a Blessed Mew Year filled
with every good and perfect gift from abowve. Praying that our Incarnate Lord grants you and your
families an abundance of health, joy, and His bountiful blessings in the coming year, | remain

With paternal love and blessings,

+APOSTOLOS
Bishop of Medeia

215 East Growve Steeel, Westfield, N, 07090-1656 = Tel: (908) 301-D500 = Fax: (908) 301-1397

Web: www.npgoarch.ong * E-maik metropolis@nj.goarch.org




GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS ©* NEW JERSEY

IerA MHTPOMTOAIZ NEAE TEPEEHE

December 21, 2021

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy,

Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhoods and the PTO/FTA,
Directors/Principals and Teachers of the Afternoon Greek Schools of the

MNorthern New Jersey Region of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

[ pray that my letter finds all of you well. With the blessings of His Eminence, Archbishop
Elpidophoros of America our Sacred Metropolis of New Jersey will once again be celebrating
Greek Letters and the Feast Day of the Three Hierarchs, 5t. Basil the Great, St. John Chrysostom
and 5t. Gregory the Theologian, the Ecumenical Teachers of our Holy Orthodox Faith and
profound supporters of Education, Furthermore, these Great Saints and Illuminators are the
special Protectors of our Teachers, the educators who have devoted their life to the service of
our Church and our children.

Please know that the Metropolis Celebration for the Northern New Jersey Region will
take place on SATURDAY, JANUARY 29, 2022, AT 6:00 PM AT THE ST. JOHN THE
THEOLOGIAN GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL IN TENAFLY, NEW JERSEY. The
beautiful program will include the students of the area Greek Schools, as they narrate various
poems, sing songs, and Greek dance with great pride. Please join us for this beautiful event as

we gather together to honor the Three Hierarchs, and to celebrate the work of our Greek School
Educators and our Greek School Students.

Please R5.V.P. by contacting the 5t. John the Theologian Greek Orthodox Cathedral at
201-567-5072 no later than Monday, January 24, 2022 so that appropriate arrangements can be
made,

Conveying to you the paternal love and blessings of our Chief Shepherd, His Eminence
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America and wishing you a most blessed and Merry Christmas, 1
remain

At the Direction of the Archbishop,

+ Archimandrite Christoforos Oikonomidis
Chancellor

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES

NEW YEAR, NEW FOCUS, NEW BEGINNING

"...it's important that we take the time to reflect on the direction of our lives..."

~ Steve Christoforou, Director of the Department of Youth and Young Adult
Ministries, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Check out this great series of videos to share with your children on
"Finding God" and "Living Orthodoxy."
#BeTheBee #OrthodoxChristianity # NewYear2022



Hllf}E Be The Bee

New Year,
New Focus

For more information on the
Youth & Young Adult Ministries follow on:

Facebook - Y2AM
Instagram - @y2am_ official
Twitter - @y2am_ official
YouTube - youtube.com/y2am

WWW.y2am.org
y2am@goarch.org

If you would like to volunteer in one of our
youth ministries, you must comply
with the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
Policies for the
Safety of children and Youth

For more information and to
register to be a youth worker,
contact:

Evelyn Tsugranis


https://www.goarch.org/safety?inheritRedirect=true
https://www.goarch.org/safety?inheritRedirect=true

Parish Youth Safety Administrator
youthsafetyascension@gmail.com
201-658-1801

COMMUNITY NEWS

Congratulations to Mr. Triantafillou, Principal, teachers, students and Santa
for a beautiful Christmas Program on Friday, December 17, 2021. Wishing
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy and prosperous 2022!




WELCOME TO THE

ASCENSION
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Meet the Greek School PTO of the Ascension Afternoon Greek School. Standing
(left to right) Kathy Coyle; Christina Arapidis, Treasurer; Lena Kontolios; Ria
Antista; Sara Yannakogeorgos; Corresponding Secretary; Lavon Detsikas;
Maria Karantonis, Assistant Treasurer; Sofia Petrakis, Recording Secretary;
Alexandra Louridas. Seated (left to right) Sophia Mihalakis, Vice President;
Demosthenes Triantafillou, Principal; and Sonia Skounaki-Garbidakis,
President. Not pictured: Smrita Sinha.

Congratulations and good luck!




Congratulations to the ladies of the Philoptochos for their FOOD DRIVE for
Thanksgiving. Pictured Standing (left to right) Athena Giannaros, Niki
Kaousias, Demetra Delaportas, Martha Liossatos, Vicky Diamantopoulos,
Maria Papadatos, and Cathe Lekkas. Center seated Georgia Stamatis.




|
I
i
_;__:;__ e l ‘I
S — | I
(|
-~ L - l‘{ !
= / |
= o/
> A ~ =T
¢ E o .
":‘ N ! ‘
T A
:\} l‘. :
(=] % L  of
$1

| ; s, M M =
- T s Bﬂﬁﬁ BRIG ? =

I W 2 2 e
& " !

_,=) %
) AN
A

q i

5

y

5

2

DGR

Thank you for supporting the Christmas Shop sponsored by the Ascension
Catechism Program. This was their first FUNDRAISER and all proceeds will go

to two Orthodox organizations, St. Basil Academy, Garrison, NY and St.
Tabitha School & Orphanage, Kenya, Africa.



A beautiful Nativity Program was presented by the Catechism Program on
Sunday, December 19, 2021. Thank you to Father Christo, Mrs. Addie

Toumazou, the Catechism teachers, and all our students for a very meaningful
Christmas celebration!




It was a yummy Breakfast with Santa supporting the GOYA (Greek Orthodox
Youth of America) of our church on Sunday, December 19, 2021. Thank you to
all for supporting the youth of the Ascension Church!




Congratulations to the Girls Junior Volleyball team for winning the
Championship District 1! Great job girls and coaches! Good luck at the
Championship game against the Southern District on January 8 & 9, 2022!
Please support our volleyball team to another win!

First row (left to right): Vicky Georgiou, Anthia Psofakis, Callie Fantis, and
Meni Drossos. Standing (left to right): Coach Jordan Nicholas, Nina Vratsanos,
Kiki Bardatsos, Themelina Petrakis, Irena Avalos, Mariana Rakkou, Katerina
Arapidis, and Costas Rakkou, Coach/Advisor. (Juniors Not in photo: Sophia
Lekkas and Dionysia Diakomihalis)

(Senior Team not in photo: Maria Baltzis, Irini Stathis, & Sophia Vergara)
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Congratulations to the boys Senior Basketball team for a great season and for
representing our church and community in the best possible light. (Left to
right) Costas Rakkou, Coach/Advisor, Theo Nannas, Stasi Kostogiannis,
Andrew Avalos, Chris Kersul, Andreas Socratous, Jonathon Magalias, Dimitri
Bardatsos, and Mike Tsugranis, Coach/Advisor.

COVID SAFETY MEASURES

You are strongly encouraged to wear a mask or face covering in church for the
protection of those who cannot wear a mask, have a weakened immune system, or
cannot receive the vaccine. Try to physically distance yourself as best as possible while
in church. If you have the symptoms of COVID-19, or suspect you might have been
exposed to someone who has COVID-19, please stay home.

The Divine Liturgy is live streamed on our church website. You can watch from home
or in our Church Hall downstairs and come up for Holy Communion at the appropriate
time OR at the end of the Liturgy. Please let Fr. Christos know in advance what you
decide to do.



VISIT our WEBSITE

Ascension Greek Orthodox Church | 101 Anderson Avenue, Fairview, NJ 07022

Unsubscribe info@ascensionfairview.org

Update Profile |About Constant Contact

Sent byinfo@ascensionfairview.orgin collaboration
with

CP Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


http://ascensionfairview.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AscensionGreekOrthodoxChurch/
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:info@ascensionfairview.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&nav=518d3728-0432-4e5d-a8c2-7b54c6cf8c89
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&nav=518d3728-0432-4e5d-a8c2-7b54c6cf8c89

	The LIGHT of the ASCENSION
	The LIGHT of the ASCENSION is our weekly newsletter which will inform and hopefully, inspire you with all things and activites having to do with our church and community. Please share with your family, friends, children, and grandchildren and become part of the Ascension family. Happy New Year and have a wonderful week!
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